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yt, with the understanding, however, that ifit failed he did not 
vee his right to the floor. : . 

Mr. R. GARLAND said that the motion to rise and report 
the bill was debatable; and the gentleman from Maine [Mr Da- 
yas] would not attain the object he expected by the prevalence 
of the motion. ; s . 

Mr. DAVEE then withdrew his motion, and 

Mr, DUNCAN resumed his remarks. After proceeding for 
wme time, he gave way at the request of on 

Mr. RAYNER, who said that, with his permission, he would 
mbmita proposition, which he hoped would be generally ac- 
cedadto. The party with which he acted would not recede 
om the stand which it had taken. He would thevefore pro- 

ose that the committee shoutd now rise without reporting the 
pill, but with the understanding that the bill shall be reported 
hefore We rise at our next sitting. 

Mr. DUNCAN having yielded the floor for the purpose, the mo- 
toa for the Committee to rise was then put, and tellers having 
been called for, : 

The CHAIR appointed Messrs. Warrerson and Lewis, who 
reported ayes 29, noes HA. ; 

No quorum voung, the committee rose, and the SPEAKER 
having resumed the chair, 

Mr. DAWSON, chairman of the committee, reported that the 
Committee of the Whole had under consideration the bill au- 
thorizing an issue of Treasury notes, and finding itself without 
aquorum, had directed him to report that fact to the House. 

Mr. DAWSON then moved that the House adjourn, and the 

yeas and nays having been ordered, it was decided in the nega- 
ive—yeas 36, nays 48. ' 
Mr. DUNCAN said he had determined to remain until the 
question was settled, but he was convinced that the best course 
now would be to adjournt’with the understanding that the Dill 
should be disposed of at our next sitting. -He had no objection 
wo yield the floor with such an understanding. 

Mr. DAWSON then proposed that the House should adjourn 
and that it should be understood that to-morrow the bill should 
betaken up, and disposed of before adjournment. 

Mr. PICKENS said he hoped the proposition would be agreed 
to. It was useless to sit here—it was too great a trial on the 
constitutions of the members. 


Mr. HOFFMAN was satisfied, he said, that this was the only 
way in which the bill could ever be disposed of. Any man who 
desired this bill to pass, should agree to the adoption of some 
such proposition. 

Mr. DAWSON moved an adjournment; on which motion the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

” Mr. CRABB said there was a principle involved in this mat- 
ter, and he would take no compromise. He would stay here 
until aproper hour, and thea he would vote for an adjournment, 
but he wouldnot be transferred in this way by any leader or 
any oa. P 

Mr. MONTGOMERY said he would vote against any such 
agreement. 

The questior, was then taken on the motion for adjournment, 
the ayes and noes being ordered, and it was decided in the af- 
firmative—ayes 73, nays 34. 

Soat fifteen minutes to five o’clock, on Wednesday evening, 
the House adjourned, 





IN SENATE, 
Wepnegspay, March 25, (840. 

The CHAIR submitteda communication from the War De- 
jariment, transmitting a report from the Topographical bu- 
ieau Ona survey of certain lakes and rivers in Wiskonsin; 
which was laid on the table. 

Also, the following report from the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry, in -" to a resolution of the Senate of the 23d inst.; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed: 


TrEASuRY DeparTMENT, March 25, 1£40. 

Sir: [have the honor to submit this report in compliance with 
: a aaa of the Senate passed the 23d inst. in the following 

vOrds; 

“Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury inform the Se- 

hate, What preportion of Treasury notes, issued under the au- 
thority of the act of October 12th, 1837, and subsequent acts, has 
ween paid to public creditors of the United States, in discharge 
their claims, and what proportion has been used for the pur- 
pose of borrowing money, from banks, or individuals; together 
With @ statement of the rates of interest, borne by the notes of the 
wveral issues, respectively. 
_ “And that he also inform the Senate, whether Treasury notes, 
wearing interest, have been deposited in banks, for the purpose 
0! raising a credit, to be drawn against by the Treasury Depart- 
ment; and ifany such deposites have been made, to state the 
“ales and amounts thereof, and the dates and sums of the drafis 
made thereon,?? 

In answer to the first inquiry, I transmit herewith a statement 
Prepared by the Treasurer showing the rates of interest and the 
Peportions, whether in exchange for specie, or in payments of 
owe of Treasury notes under the authority of the act of 

October, 1837, and subsequent acts, as required by the 
resolution, 
reply to the other inquiry, I would observe that no Trea- 
— holes issued under the authority of either of the acts men- 
pe have been deposited in banks, by this Department, or by 
S Sanction, forthe purpose of raising a credit, to be drawn 
ust by the Department. But to facilitate the exchange of 
ae Treasury notes, without the delay and expense of 
dine ring it to this city, and then carrying it back for expen- 
ow Sumerous individuals and corporations have been per- 
“wacked place specie in special deposite to the credit oi the 
omer in certain specified banks; and Treasury notes to a 
ined a nling amount have been afterwards, and not till then, 
yee their favor upon the certificates of deposite, as shown 
















1, Treasurer’s accompanying statement. 
Paka ha’ be proper to add that, by pursuing this course, many 


nave been avoided, as well as the payment of any coni- 
Bissions to bankers or brokers for selling the notes, and at the 


“ime time the disposal of any ofthem by the Government, ex- 


cept at par, and for any thing except specie, or its equivalent, 
has been effectually prevented. 
Respectfully, L. WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
IIon. R. M. Jounson, 
Vice Pressdent of the United States, and 
President of the Senate. 


Mr. PORTER presented a joint resolution of the Legislature 
of Michigan, in favor of a general bankrupt law; whieh was 
read, laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a petition from citizens of Warren 
county, Illinois, praying for the establishment of a post route; 
which wis referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee on the Judicia- 
ry, to which was referred the memorial of James Williams, 
made a special report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Roads and C+nals, to 
which was referred the memorial of the Legislature of Michigan 
on the subject of a railroad from Lake Michigan to the Missis- 
sippi river, made an adverse report thereon. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on Roads and 
Canals, to which was referred the memorial of the Legislature 
of Wiskonsin, relative to a railroad trom Platteville to the Mis- 
sissippi on Platt river, made an adverse report thereon. 

Mr. NORVELL, in pursuance of previous notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bili fixing the time for the meeting 
of the next session of Congress; which was read, and ordered 
toa secondreading. [The bill proposes that the next session 
shall commence on the second Tuesday in November next. 

Mr. STRANGE, in pursuance of previous notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of James Herron; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Committee on Pa- 
tents. 

The Senate then went into the consideration of Executive 
business, 

And afterwards adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuorspbay, February 26th, 1840. 

The SFEAKER laid before the House the following commu- 
nications, viz: 

1. Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury in reply to the 
resolution of the House of Representatives of the 24th ultimo, 
requiring of him to communicate why no patents have been is- 
sued to claimants to, or purchasers of, land in the St. Helana or 
Greensburg land district, in the State of Louisiana: 

Which, on motion of Mr. CHINN, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

2. Additional papers from the Secretary of War, to accom 
pany the letter from the Secretary of War laid before the House 
on the 19th instant, respecting the non-establishment: fa mili- 
tary post near the western boundary of the State of Louisiana: 

On motion of Mr. R. GARLAND, referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

3. Message from the President of the United States, transmit- 
tinz the report of commissioners on the Post Office building: 

ae to the Committee on the Public Buildings. 

4. Letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting the infor. 
mation required by the resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of the 9th instant, in relation to preceedings under the treaty 
of Ist November, with the Winnebagoes: 

Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House some further tes- 
timony in relation to the New Jersey contested election. 

Mr. MEDILL said it wasa part of the testimony connected 
with what was called the “mysterious package.” and he 
moved that it be referred to the Committee of Elections. 

Mr. R. GARLAND said that was the very testimony which 
he wished to be kept before the House. The object of his 
amendment now before the House, was to withdraw that mys- 
terious package from the committee. He had meved to lay the 
other testimony on the table with that view; and he moved that 
it lie on the table; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. REYNOLDS of Illinois asked leave of the House to pre. 
senta bill to authorize the Secretary of War to cause a survey 
and estimates ef the Cumberland road from Vandalia, by Green- 
ville, to Alton, in the State of Illinois, to be made = Mr. R. said 
that the committee were permitted to make reports only at 
one time during the present session of Congress, in conse- 
quence of which, this subject would not be brought before the 
House. On this consideration, he asked leave of the House to 
bring in the above bill, and have it referred to the proper com- 
mittee; but ; 

Mr. DAWSON objected, and the motion was not admitted. 

Mr. J. W. JONES, chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, asked leave to report from that committee the Sub- 
Treasury bill. 

Messrs. ANDREWS of Kentucky, and PROFFIT, objected 
to ita introduction, when 

Mr. CONNER moveda suspension of the rules, to admit the 
report, and demanded the yeas and nays on that motion; which 
were ordered, when 

The gentlemen objecting withdrew their objection. 

The bill was then reported, and ordered to be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER announced the unfinished business of the 
morning hour to be the resolution heretofore reported by Mr. 
CampseE.t of South Carolina, from the Committee of Elections, 
to printall the tesumony in relation to the contested e’ection in 
the State of New Jersey, to which an amendment had been 
heretofore offered by Mr. R. Gartanp to print the tes. 
timony received since the report of the said committee was 

ade 


ee. BOTTS, who was entitled tothe flooron the above ques- 
tion, concluded his remarks. He censured the course of the 
majority of the committee, pretty much as has been heretofore 
reported; and Mr. B. having concluded, 

Mr. ANDREWS moved the previous question. 

Mr. RIVES asked the favor of the gentleman from Kentucky 
to withdraw his motion. The gentleman knew the character 
ofthe remarks made by his colleague. They were entirely 


| 














fallacious, an 
them 

Mr. ANDREWS said, that as this debate had already lasted 
four weeks, and had been confined entirely tothe members ot 
the committee. he could not withdraw . 

Mr. CAMPRELL appealed to the gentleman to withdraw 
hismotion. He made this request not because he himself 
cared any think about it,orthat he was unwilling to let the 
question go before the country on the remarks of the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, |Mr. Brown, } or even the gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Borrs,]| but because other members of the com- 
mittee were anxious to reply tothe gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr CHAPMAN hoped the gentleman would with (raw his 
motion, and enablesome gentleman to reply to the argument by 
which every member of the House, who voted with the majority, 
had been charged with corruption. He, for one, was ready to 
answer thegentleman from Virginia, and to demonstrate the 
fallacy of his argument. 

Mr ANDREWSsaid, that upon the appealof the chairman 
of the committee, he would withdraw his mouon forthe previ 
ous question. 

Mr. MEDILL obtained the floor, and observed that it was no 
intention of hs, atthe present ume, to occupy the time of the 
House Jong, and he would condense what he had to say in as 
brief a space as possible. He would first notice the remark oj 
the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. ANprEws,| that the debate 
had been confined to the members of the committee, and begged 
leave tocorrect him. 

Mr. ANDREWS rose to explain. He had not recollected 
atthe time that the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Jenires} 
had addressed the House on the subject. 

Mr. MEDILL wished to say that, so far as the members ot 
the committee were concerned, there had been more time occu 
pied in the discussion of this subject, by a gentleman who not 
only was nota member of the committee, [Mr.JsNn1egR,} but who 
was perceive.! by every member onthe floor to know nothing 
of the question, than had been occupied by any member of the 
majority of the committee. 

The gentleman from Virginia {Mr. Botts] supposed it a very 
remaikable thing that a member of this House who was nota 
member of the committee, should think proper to submit a re- 
solution for the purpose of instructing that committee to report 
certain facts in their possession. Why then had this other indi 
vidual been called on to engage in debate, not for the purpose of 
examining Into the merits of the question—not for the purpoae 
of ascertaining whether the committee had correctly reported 
the facts before them, but for the purpose of personal crimina 
tion and for the purpose of impeaching, if possible, the veracity 
of the members of the committee. Was it possible that mem 
bers of the committee would suffer their words to be impeached 
without defending themselves? Had the gentlemen who were 
opposed to the report ever since the debate commenced, called 
for the reading of any testimony to impeach its correctness? 
Had they, in that document which they called the suppressed 
report, stated that the report of the majority did not contain 
facts? No, sir; they tacitly admitted the correctness of the facts 
stated, complaining only that the committee did not come to a 
correct conclusion, and that they had acted with unjust and un 
necessary haste. Was it upon the conduct of the committee that 
the House was called upon to vote, or upon the facts which the 
committee had set forth? Was this the issue which the gentle 
men wished to present to the country? It was not complained 
that those gentlemen excluded had received a majority of the 
votes; 1t Was not even pretended that they had received a ma- 
jority ef votes which they now denominate legal, by the exclu- 
sion of all unqualified voters. No, the complaint was that the 
committee had been acting unjustly, precipitately, and withou 
a due regard to the interests of the country, and the rights of 
the parties who have beenexcluded. Was this the issue which 
gentlemen wanted to bring before the country? Was this the 
object for which the committee was appointed? Sir, said Mr. 
M. this committee reported only one single fact, and that was, 
which five of the claimants received the greatest number ot 
votes. This was the fact they were directed by the House to 
report upon. Did gentlemen undertake to say that the com. 
mittee had reported otherwise than the truth? Did they under 
take to say that the committee had reported votes that were not 
lawful? If so, let them produce the evidence. Isay, and I say 
it fearlessly,there was no testimony when this report was made, 
other than what I have stated tothe House. L#ay confidently, and 
I have said 1t before, that there was no testimony, which even 
the gentlemen themselves voted to receive, that impeached 
more than twelve or thirteen votes, while the majorities ranged 
from thirty to two hundred. , 

Mr. ADAMS here interrupted Mr, Mepit'; but hieremark 
was not heard. 

Mr. MEDILL continued. I pledge myselfto convince even 
the geatlemman himself, stubborn as he is, that we reported fair 
ly, inconformity with the instructions of the House, and in 
conformity with truth and justice. He wished to advise gentle 
men that there was more testimony to come before them—not 
that one-sided testimony that was sealed up and brought intu 
the House fraudulently, as he would undertake to prove—but 
testimony that contradicted it conclusively, and proved beyoud 
a doubt that it waa false and fallacious. 

Mr. ADAMS said that le spoke of the testimony that was 
suppressed, and thatthe committee prevented from being re- 
ceived. 

Mr. MEDILL ventured to assert that before the gentleray 
was done with that suppressed testimony, as he was pleased to 
call it, he would be sorry that his friends had ever mentioned 1. 
Mr. M. then stated the manner in which the committee took up 
and examined the various testimony before it. They first took 
up the votes which were before the Governor and Conncii, and 
which had been counted by them. These certificate gentlemen 
came isto this House with returns predicated on certain votes 
which had been counted by the Governor and Conncil. The 
committee took these as legal, because they had heen admitted 
as such by beth parties, and they added to them the suppressed 
returns of Millville and South Amboy. This was the only 
question which the Opposition could now make, and he would 
be able to show that theee votes were correctly counted, but 
that there was no testimony impeaching them. Ona previous 
occasion he showed to the House that the vutes of one of these 


he wished to have an opportunity of correcting 
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townships were acted on and pronounced legal by the Legisli- 
ture of New Jersey. Here Mr. M. referred to @ contested elec- 
tion case in that Legislature, in which a member having been 
excluded in consequence of the ——— of the votes of this 
township, and his competitor put in, the lepton counted 
these votes, and gave the seat to the exclu member. This 
was done, too, upon a report by a Whig committee, and by a 
Whig Legislature. Did gentiemen wish for any further testi- 


mony? ; F 

Mr. ADAMS interrupted Mr. M. again, but his remark was 
not heard. 

Mr. MEDILL. Ali-I can say to the gentleman is, that there 
cnpente to bea little difference between the Whigs there and the 

igs here. 

In relation to the retarns of Seuth Amboy, we have not on! 
the fact that they were suppressed, but the return of the ant 
himeelf, with his signature and seal, stating that they were re- 
ceived within the time required by law, and were placed on 
file, but that they werenot in conformity with law. Now the 
committee thought that the clerk was not the proper person to 
judge of the law of the case; they determined that they were 
the judges, and not the clerk, and decided that the returns were 
in confermity with law. What was the reason the clerk sup- 
pressed this return? He alleged that the name of Ward wason 
the list as an inspector of the elections, instead of Clark. 

Mr. BOTTS here explained. 

Mr. MEDILL continued. The ay reason why this return 
was not received, according to the clerk’s showing, was that 
there was no certificate sent up that Mr. Ward had been elected 
an inspector of the elections within the time prescribed by 
law. But was thie an argument against the legality of the 
votes that were taken at this township? Did that make the 
vetes illegal? Would the gentieman from Massachusetts agree 
to deprive the people of New Jersey of one of the most esti- 
mable privileges which belonged to freemen, because of the 
emission of this mere matier of form on the part of the town- 
ehip officere? , 

Mr. JONES of Virginia here asked if the morning hour bad 
not expired, and moved that the House resolve imelf into Com- 
mittee of the Whole, to take into consideration the Treasury 
Note bill. 

Mr. BLACK asked permission to present the report of the 
Select Committee on Printing. This was the day on which the 
committee was required to report, and the order of the House 
gave the subject the preference over all other business till dis- 

ef. He did not desire or anticipate any debate, but mere- 
y wished to present the report and have it printed with the 
sestimony, so that he might be relieved from the charge im- 
posed erbim. This could be done in five minutes. There 
would be a report from the minority of the committer, and the 
resolution he was about to offer, also included that in the order 
for printing. Mr. B. then submitted his report and resolution. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana had no objection to the motion; 
but he wished to know if the gentleman reported on that 
branch of the subject committed to them, which directed an in- 

uiry into the expediency of separating the public pas from 
the political press? He made this inquiry because he wished to 
notice this subject in the minority report, if the chairman had 
not done eo. 

Mr. BLACK replied, that the gentleman knew, as well as he 
did, that that branch of the subject was not touched on in the 
report. The labors of the commitee in collecting and examin- 
ing a vast mass of testimony had been exceedingly arduous, 
and they had not time to make up a report en that subject. 
They however contemplated doing so very shortly, and in time 
for the House to act on it. 

The SPEAKER said that, by pane consent, the report and 
resolution would be received, and the resolution, without there 
was objection, would be considered as adopted. 

The House then resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. Dawson in the chair, 
and wok into consideration the Treasury note bill. 

Mr. DUNCAN said when the House adjourned on yesterday 
it was (he understanding that the question on the bill should 
be takentoday. It has been said since that time that it was 
also the understanding that his remarks should be limited to a 
certain period. That was not his understanding of the matter; 
because he felt that he wascalled upon, from a sense of duty, 
to answer ateome length the unfounded charges against the 
Administration. One of those charges was made by the gen- 
tleman from Seuth Carolina (Mr. THompson,] that neither the 
President in his in or the Secretary of the Treasury in 
his report, had intimated that there would be any deficit in the 
‘Treasury, or any necessity for the issue of these Treasury notes. 
The gertieman made this charge when he had these documents 
mn hie hand,commenting upon them. Now this charge was with 
out foundation, and the gentleman must have known it. But 
it was not suitable to his fee 9 to read all the documents, 
when commenting on them. The gentleman wished (eaid Mr. 
PD.) that it should go forth to the country, as prophecy of his 
own, that there would be a deficit in the Treasury, to get the 
commendations of his party in the nation for his clearsightedness. 
Now (said Mr. D.) the President and the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury both have said there would be a deficit in the Treasury; 
that the receipts anticipated, from the revenues alone, would 
not be adequate to the wants of the Government. The Secre- 
tary stated that in a certain contingency, there would be a de 
ficit of upwards of two and a half millions. This charge has 
been made by several of the gentlemen in the Opposition, and 
circulated in their speeches, far ani wide, for political capital 
by political imposition, when the facts in the case were just 
the reverse of what they stated. 

Mr. D. then replied to that part of the charge of Mr. Toomp- 
son of South Carolina, that the Government had paid off some 
of ite Florida troops in depreciated bank paper. That gentle 
man had told that tale three times, as with tears in his eyes; if 
not in his own, he has at least nearly produced them in mine. 
In reference to this er replied that the Government had 
nothing te do with it. Government happened to have no 
funds at the time wher the troops were discharged. The troo 

required their officers to make an arrangement with the benke 
to get them money, and these officers did procure fer them the 
best bank paper that could be had. It was done at their eolici- 
tation in advanee of the receipt of the funds ef the Government. 
So much for that charge, It had always been, and it was now, 
a part of the principles of the Democratic creed, that there 
should be aseund currency—a gold and silver currency, the 
only just and the constitational currency. It was to obviate the 
dreadful effects of a depreciated cu upon the working 
classes and those soldiers who have been ting the battles of 
the country, and to save them from the swindling operations of 
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the banks, that ile exertions of the Democratic party had been 
directed; for, during the past and present Administrations, the 
Sub-Treasury, which has been so much denounced had been 
brought forward to thatend. It was {the policy of the past and 
—— Admirdstrations to secure to the laborer a just reward fer 
is labor, in specie or its equivalent, and not in a depreciated 
popes as had been charged. The efforts of the gentleman and 
is party have been directed to thwart the Administration in 
their efforfs to bring about a currency, stable in value. ; 

Mr. D. then adverted to the Treasury specie circular, which 
had been so frequently denounced by the gentleman from South 
Carolina, and the party to which he was attached. He asked 
that gentleman what would have been the desolating effects 
upon the country, ifthe depreciated bank paper had continued 
to be received by the Government? As it was, the greater part 
of the public domain into the hands of rapacious specu- 
lators. If this circular had not been resorted to, all the public 
lands would have passed into the hands of these speculators, 
and Bank officers, and bank agents, before the reaction, 
and without any equivalent to the Government. The 
great fault was that the circular was not issued soon 
enough to prevent the blighting effects upon the interests 
of the nation in consequence of the receipt of the worth- 
lees rags of the banks. It is one of the standing charges against 
the Administration, that it was opposed to all local banks. The 
Administration was not more yay to them now than for- 
merly. The Democratic party have been always opposed to 
their corruptions and abuses. The opposition to the banks, by 
the Administration party, grew out ofthe high handed course of 
these institutions towards the Government. They bade defiance 
to the Government, and disregarded the laws made for their go- 
vernment. They have shut their doors against the pewer of the 
people to ferret out their abuses. Notwithstanding the Presi- 
dent recommended time to these institutions to pay up the many 
millions of the co funds which they held on to by closing 
their doors, yet he isdenounced by the Federal party as being 
inimical to the banks, and ae being desirous to crush them. Yet 
this is the evidence of hostility. e Presidentand the Demo- 
cratic party are opposed to their abuses. 

Mr. D. then replied to the complaints of Mr. Tuompson of 
South Carolina, that the Executive had improperly managed 
the Florida war, and had not acted with sufficient energy. He 
went into a full history of that war, showing, by official docu- 
ments, that the President employed all the forces which Con- 
a placed at his disposal, with great promptness, and that he 

ad commanded the services of all the best officers of the na- 
tion in that war. The difficulties existed in the nature of the 
country, and not ina defect of the meansemployed. The gen- 
tleman who now complained that a sufficient force was not sent 
there, was the first of his party to denounce the President when 
any call was made for increasing the forces in Florida. There 
was no course the Administration could possibly devise on any 
question, that would meet thefapprobation of that gentleman and 
his party. Their object was te overthrow the Administration, 
if it overthrew the Government, and deprived the people of 
their liberty. They are now endeavoring to excite the sympa- 
thy of the people in behalf of the savages who are butcherin 
the defenceiess women and children in Floriada, because it had 
been charged that the Government had employed bloodhounds 
to ferret out these savages from their fastnesses. The charge 
that the Government had employed them to worry the savages 
is proved, by the report of the Secretary of War, to be without 
foundation. But it could not be expected that, whatever means 
the Government employed to save the suffering people of Fio- 
rida from being butchered, those means would meet with the 
approbation of a party that, during the last war with England, 
invoked the vengeance ef Heaven on those who were bleeding 
in defence of their coun'ry. 

Mr. D. before concluding, showed, by documents, that the pu- 
— of New England had employed bloodhounds against the 
ndians. - 

Mr. D. said he had a document in his hand, which contained 
the yeas and nays taken during the present session, on questions 
ofadjournment. He would publish it in his speech, to show the 
on that there is no truth in the charge that the Democrats, 

aving the majority, would do nothing. Although the minority 
can do nothing, they can, by the rules, prevent the majority 
from transacting the public business, and they have prevented 
the majority from doing any thing. In the case of the New 
Jersey contested election, the Democratic members, (who were 
clearly elected) were not permitted to take their seats for three 
months. Mr. D. remarked that he was aware of the important 
businesss to be transacted, and he would, therefore, retain the 
floor no longer. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he did not rise for the purpose of 
taking part in the many topics which had been introduced by 
gentlemen who had spoken on this bill. When he first became 
a member of Cougress, the practice prevailed of referring the 
Presient’s message to the Committee of the Whole. At the 
present session no such reference had been made, and it is to be 
much regretted. If gentlemen cannet express their views on 
one subject, they canen another. Then let gentlemen pass this 
measure, and do the business, and speak to Buncombe on some 
other measure. Mr. U. would barely remark, that when the 
compromise in respect to adjournment was proposed on yester- 
day, that he did not consider himself pledged that the sub- 
ject before the House should be disposed of to-day. 
He would offeran amendment which, he thought, ought to be 
received in good faith by every member. A considerable num- 
ber believe, since the publication of the Madison Papers, that 
Congress has no power to issue paper designed for circula- 
tion. He thought there could be no difficulty, on constitutional 
grounds, to pay this paper to a bona fide creditor of the Govern- 
ment. Ifthe creditor chose to throw it into circulation, they 
had nothing to do withit. Confine the issue of these notes to 
those who are bona fide creditors of the Government, and not 
allow the Sey ofthe Treasury to throw them into mar- 
ket. If (said Mr. W.) you permit him to do so, you give hima 
part in the legislative department of the Government. I wish 
to confine the Secretary of the Treasury to the issue of those 
notes tothe bona fide creditors ofthe Government, and not give 
him the power to throw it asa ofthe circulating medium 
of the country. He concl by sending to the CHarr an 
amendment as an additional section to the bill, which was read 
nen and which he intended to submit when in er- 

r, Viz: 

Be it further enacted, That nothing in thie act contained 
shall be so construed as to authorize the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, orany officer of the Government, to make a deposite of 
any amount of Treasury notes with any bank, and to allow such 
bank the accruing interest on the Treasury notes 80 deposited, 










































and, in consideration thereof, to acquire the right to 
the bank for the amount, orf in any other canoes whan cP 
use the Treasury notes, or any part thereof, which ma . 
issued in pursuance of this act, to obtain a loan or advens, 
money upon the credit of such notes, or by a sale thereof e 
ans the a ao not to authorize the iseue’ of 
reasury notes in favor of any person or persons, e 
fide creditor of the Government. = XEEPt & bong 
The debate was further continued by Messrs. COOPER 
Georgia and MONTGOMERY of North Carolina, in avo 7 
the bill, and TILLINGHAST, in opposition. = 
Mr. MONROEsaid he did not rise to make a speech at that 
time in the evening,but to appeal to members on all sides to er, 
toa conclusion. After referring to some remarks in the s — 
of themember from Ohio (Mr. Duncan) on the Fiorida Wa 
Mr. M. said he considered himself under an implied Pledge .' 
the arrangement of last evening, to do nothing which might Oe 
vent the hill being disposed of thisevening, and would then 
ave not en Ss noun by any oy remarks. . 
r. PICKENS said he joined in the appeal of the ge 
from New York, who had just taken his seat. He oenne 
the moderate men of all parties to settle the question 
It was a simple proposition to issue five millions in Trea. 
sury notes. The chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means has informed us that the measure is Neceseary for 
the operations of the Government; and yet, night after hight 
we are detained here in listening to spceches which haye 
hardly any reference to the subject, but full of the politica) 
slang of theday. He appealed to gentlemen: was this a pro- 
per course? He had been himself opposed to the jj); 
and was prepared to vote against Ii, and had gai 
so openly—not because it was unconstitutional, but he 
considered it an unsafe precedent. He had heard wi) 
pain, since he had taken his seat there to-day, of the probability 
of this Government being involved in difficulties with a foreign 
power: he trusted these difficulties might be avoided, but wag 
this a moment to be wrangling over small matters? He hoped 
there would be no collision, but he had serious apprehensions 
that the friendly relations subsisting between the two countries 
could not be preserved, and he was willing to give the Go. 
vernment the means of support, and would again join in the ap. 
peal of the gentleman from New York to the House to act up. 
on and settle this question. 


Mr. RICE GARLAND then resumed and concluded his re 
marks in opposition to the bill; when, ata quarter to ten o'clock, 

Mr. GRAVES obtained the floor, and, after some remarks on 
what he called the violent appeal made by the member froms, 
Carolina (Mr.PickENs] tothe moderate portion of the Huse, in- 
timated an intention of addressing the House at length, not only 
on the bill itself, but on the political relations of the sections o/ 
the party which supported it. Mr. G. however, yielded the 
floor to 


Mr. BELL, who hoped that both sides would consent that the 
committee rise, and that the bill be made the special order for 
to-morrow. Mr. B. thought the incidents of this day's debate 
required or justified that course. 

Mr. BROWN of Tennessee inquired whether the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. BaLL] was present when the agreement 
was made yesterday? 


Mr. BELL said he was not himself a party to that agreemeni. 
He was desirous to dispose of this bill, but he thought, from 
resent prospects, it could hot be disposed of until a very late 
our. He thought the health ef the members required that 
the course he had suggested should be adopted; and that, under 
such a course, the bill would be dis of in a manner mors 
consistent with propriety. It would certainly trench on the bu: 
siness of which the gentleman from New York [|Mr. Russsi1| 
kept such faithful charge; but he (Mr. B.) thought that, under 
the circumstances, the gentleman could net object. 

Mr. GRAVES was indisposed, he said, to do any thing which 
might have a tendency to set aside the agreement, if gentlemen 
insisted on carrying it out, though he thought the spirit of it had 
been broken in upon by gentlemen on the other side, who hai 
occupied so great a portion of the day in the discus-ivn of irre: 
levant topics. If it was the wish of the comanittee, he was will. 


ing to goon. ; 

Mr. POPE said,if his colleague felt able to go on now,he hoped 
he would proceed, and that this matter should be determined 
at the present sitting, if we remained here until daylight. To 
morrow was private bill day, and he was averse to [respass 
ing on the little time allowed for the consideration of privais 
claims. 

Mr. BELL said that, although he was not a party to the agree 
ment, yet, if there wasany agreement which the majority ol 
the members considered bind ng, his proposition, which was 
made to both sides, would be abortive. He hoped they would 
not be compelled to spend another night here as they had a. 
mer night, or even in discussion. A number of gentlemen sialr' 
that they could not stay here without physical suffering. | 
taking of the yeas and nays alone, on the different questions, 
would occupy a couple of hours. es ; 

Mr. HOWARD said, when the proposition wasmade yester 
day to adjourn, it was understood to be the result ofa mn. 
mise. He had voted against it, believing that no bene ae 
result would flow from it, and so did a member from = 
We were appealed to as moderate men, notto oe: ee 
stacles in the way of a compromise, and we were ! ne 
change our votes. He appealed to the member =< ve 
tucky (Mr. Graves) whether it was right and proper ¢ after 
health of one hundred members should be endangered, #0 
having been (with a brief interval of rest) ag 4 - 
in session, not by discussion on the bill, but for | a ee 
pose of discussing the politics of a party er ~ ~e 
ofa party. They owed it toone another—they OW a . 
health of individual members, to settle this question & Fi 
was supposed yesterday evening, by every one, that this 
tion would be settled to day. And what evidence was we 
that as wound be settled to-morrow, if another compromise 
entered into aod 

Mr. ANDREWS rose to a point ef order: whether 8 a 
order, while his colleague (Mr. Graves) bad the ’ 
member to discuss the question before the commie, vie 

The CHAIR said that the member from Kentucky 
the floor. 7 ' 

Mr. GRAVES. Only fora proposition, not for a Te fy 

The CHAIRMAN said that, if the gentleman from ieoal tt 
(Mr. Graves} yielded the floor for any thing but a ar emit 
planation, or a motion to rise, or to take the bill out © 
tee, he would lose his right to the floor. 2 eaten (Me 

Mr. ANDREWS hoped, then, that his ¢0 oe 
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Gaaves,) if he yielded the floor again, would yield it per- 


Mc HOWARD renewed his appeal to Mr. Graves. 
Mr. GRAVES said that, rather than lose his right to the floor 
he would proceed in his remarks; but, before doing so, he would 
a word in reply ¢o the ae from Indiana, (Mr. How 
7 } Of the nine hours during which the committee had been 
secupiedon the bill this day, only one hour had been occupied 
by the Opposition; the other eight had been taken up by Admi- 
Y iraiion members; and yet the gentleman from Indiana thought 
watas much time had been given to the Opposition as they had 
arighttoexpect. Enough on that head. He would now pro- 


cette, ALFORD rose, and (Mr. Graves having yielded for the 
moment,) said he had not yet heard any friends of the mea- 
sore object that the committee should rise, and the House ad- 


p Mr GRAVES said that, after placing himself and his friends 
in an erect position, and freeing them irom any imputation of 
having violated the agreement, he was willing, if the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means and his friends, 
who had been parties to that agreement, were willing, to yield 
for the motien indicated bythe gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. 
AurorD.} But he was not willing to be placed before the coun- 
try as not carrying out the agreement, so far as he was con- 


A conversation here ensued between Messrs. GRAVES and 
JONES of Virginia, the result of which was a declaration on 
the part of the latter, that though there were many who desired 
an arrangement, Yo, as there was a portion of the gentlemen 
who usually acted with him that were unwilling to submit to 
any, he did not, in that state of feeling, consider himselfat 
jiberty to submit a proposition. : ; 

Mr. M.A. COOPER. Did that portion of the friends of the 
gendeman from Virginia, [Mr. Jongs,] who were unwilling to 
submit to any arrangement, remain here all night at our last 
siting? If they did, I have nothing to say except this, that 
they do themselves and the conntry injustice in thus perse- 

ing. 
“ied cries of “order! order! we did stay here,” &c.] 

Mr. GRAVES said he thought the voicesof members were 
about equally divided, one-half crying out “go on,” and the 
ower “rize.? He thought, therefore, he had better proceed. 

Mr. M. A. COOPER moved that the committee rise, and that 
they agree to dispose of the bill between the hours of 12 and4 
to-morrow, (Friday.) If this was not agreed to, he must be ex- 
cused from staying here all night. 


Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS. I am willing to make the bill 

the special order for to-morrow, and that is all 1 am willing 
to do. » 
Mr. GOODE said to-morrow was set apart under the rules for 
private business. He was op lto any arrangement being 
entered into the other day, and he was equally opposed now. He 
had no confidence in such arrangements. : 

TheCHAIR. The motion is thatthe committee rise. If gen- 
tlemen make any arrangement or compromise, that is another 
thing, which cannot be carried on through the Cuair. 

Mr. TRIPLET. I make the specific proposition that the 
committee rise without any contract, and that the bill be made 
the special order of the day for to-morrow. . 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS. Are we to understand that if the 
committee rise, the bill shall be made the special order for to- 
morrow? 

The CHAIR. The committee can make no such agreement: 
ifmade at all, it must be done in the House. 

Mr.M. A. COOPER. With the leave of the gentleman from 


Kentucky, (Mr. Graves,] [now make the motion that the cem- 
mittee rise. 

_Mr. TRIPLETT. I have already made that distinct mo- 
tion. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi said he was a young mem- 
ber here, but he supposed that all honorable men were willing 
wo do what was fair and right. They came there expecting to 
dispose of the bill to-day. Many of them who had remained 
upall night on Tuesday were greatly fatigued, and he knew 
were not prepared to sit up to-night. He proposed, therefore, 
that the committee should rise and report the bill, or, if not re- 
port it, that it should be made the special order for to-morrow; 
failing in which, he proposed that they should again go back in- 
to committee. 

Mr. LINCOLN said he had taken no part in this controversy. 
He had not been inclined to interpose any obstacle to the pas- 
sage of the bill. He came here this morning prepared to vete 
upon the bill according to the dictates of his own judgment; and 
he did submit to this committee and to the House whether it 
was becoming their character and standing before the nation to 
be bargaining here upon what they would do on questions of 
propriety. He was willing to sit and vote now, or to come here 
\o-morrow and do that which his conscience dictated to him he 
ought, as a Representative of the people, to do in relation to the 
exigencies of the country. _ But he would neither bargain nor 
be bargained for by any body. Ifthe majority thought proper 
‘ogo threugh with the bill to night, he was willing to remain 
here and submit to the will of that majority—neither leaving 
his seat nor avoiding his vote. 

[A voice. Were you here all night?] 

Mr. L. No,sir; I-was not here. 1 was, by the paces 
of God, laid upon a bed of sickness, and I was brought from my 
bed early this morning, and have remained here from that time 
a and I willremain. But I will have nothing to do with 

ains. 

Mi.RHETT excepted to the opinion of the Cuair on the 
point of erder, that the committee could not specify a time to 
Tesume the consideration of the bill. He contended that the 
Committee could ask leave to rise and sit again at any designated 

ur, and so from time to time, unul they had completed the 
business before them 


motion tation then being about to be put on Mr. Toompson’s 

Mr. CLIFFORD demanded tellers, and Messrs. WeLLer and 
Carter were appointed, who reported—ayes 8, noes 44. 

So the committee rose. 

A motion was then made by Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania, 
thet the bill be made the special order for 12 o’clock to-morrow; 
ut this was found to come in conflict with a previous special 
order heretofore made, and taking precedence of all other bu- 
Print to wit, the report of the Select Committee on the Public 

It appearing that the report, documents, journal of the com. 
ne &c. would take sometime in printing (as ordered this 

Y) forthe use of the Hoyse— 


The said report, on motion, was made the special order of the 
day for Thursday of next week. 


And the Treasury Note bill was then made the special! order 


for to-morrow (Friday) at 12 o’clock, to take precedence of all 
other business. 


And then the House, at half past 10, p. m. adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, March 26, 1840. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented certain papers in relation to the 
claim of the heirs of Robert Fulton; which were laid on the ta- 
ble, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN presented a paper in relation to the claim of Dr. 
M. Mansur; which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. SEVIER presented a lettet from the Secretary of War 
requesting an appropriation for the removal of certain Chero- 
kee Indians in the vicinity of Fort Wayne; which was referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of ciuuzens of Wiskon- 
sin, praying an appropriation for certain internal improve- 
ments; which was referred to the Conmittee on Roads and 
Canals. 

Mr. TALLMADGE preemies the petition of 245 citizens of 
Niagara county, New York, in favor of a general bankrupt 
law; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, frum the Committee on Naval Affuirs, to 
which was referred the memorial of the administrator of John 
B. Fanning, made an adverse report thereon; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

The Senate then went into Executive session for some time, 
and when the doors were opened, 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Finance, to which 
was referred the bill to reduce the drawbacks on refined sugar 
and rum, andto reduce the fishing bounties and allewances in 
proportion to the reduced duties on sugar, molasses, and salt, 
reported the same without amendment. 

On motion by Mr. B. the bill was made the order of the day 
for Monday the l5ih ef April. 

The bill for the continuation of the Cumberland road in the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, was then taken up, and, 
the question being taken on the amendinent proposed by Mr. 
NorvELL, it was lost—ayes 1, nays 34. 

Mr. BENTON moved to amend the bill, by inserting after 
“Tlinois,” the words “east of Vandalia;’”? which was agreed to, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama proposed to amend the bill, by strik- 
ing out the last section—(the two per cent. clause.) 

After some remarks by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, and Mr. 
YOUNG, the bill was postponed, and made the order of the day 
for to morrow. 

NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 

The CHAIR submitted the following message from the Pre- 
sident of the United States: 

To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit to the Senate, herewith, copies of official notes 
which have passed between the Secretary of State and the Bri- 
tish Minister, since my last message, on the subject of the reso- 
lutions of the 17th of January. 


M. VAN BUREN. 
WaAsuIncTon, 26th March, 1840. 





Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth. 
Wasuineton, March 13, 1840. 

The undersigned, her Britannic Majesty’s Envoy Extraordi- 
nary and Minister Plenipotentiary, has been instructed by his 
Government to make the following communication to the Secre. 
tary of State of the United Siates, in reference to the boundary 
negotiation, and the affairs of the disputed territory. 

er Majesty’s Government have had under their consideration 
the official note addressed to the undersigned by the Secretary 
of State of the United States, on the 24th of last December, in 
reply to anote from the undersigned of the 2d of November 
receding, in which the undersigned protested, in the name of 
bis Government, against the extensive system of aggression 
pursued by the people of the State of Maine within the disputed 
territory, to the prejudice of the rights of Great Britain, and in 
manifest violation of the provisional agreements entered into be- 
tween the authorities of the two countries at the beginning of 
the last year. 

Her Majesty’s Government have also had their attention di- 
rected to the public menreae transmitted by the Governor of 
Maine to the Legistature of the State, on the 3d of January of 
the present year. 

pon a consideration of the statements contained in these 
two official documents, her Majesty’s Gevernment regret to 
find that the principal acts of encroachment which were de- 
nounced and complained of on the part of Great Britain, so far 
from being either disproved, or discontinued, or satisfactorily 
explained by the authorities of the State of Maine, are, on the 
contrary, persisted in, and publicly avowed. 

Her Majesty’s Government have consequently instructed the 
undeomgees once more formally to protest against those acts of 
encroachment and aggression. _ 

Her Majesty’s Government claim and expect from the good 
faith of the Government of the United States, that the people of 
Maine shall replace themselves in the situation in un they 
stood befure the agreements of last year were signed—that they 
shall therefore retire from the valley of the St. John, and con- 
fine themselves to the valley of the Aroostook; that they shall 
occupy that valley in a temporary manner only, for the pur- 
pose, as agreed upon, of preventing depredations; and that 
they shall not construct fortifications, nor make roads or perma- 
nent settlements. 

Until this be done by the people of the State of Maine, and se 
Jong as that people shall persist in the present system of aggres- 
sien, her Majesty’s Government will feel it their duty to make 
such military arrangements as aay be required for the. protec- 
tion of her Majesty’s rights. And her Majesty’s Government 
deem it right to declare that ifthe result of the unjustifiable pro. 
ceedings of the State of Maine should be collision between her 
Majesty’s troops ani the people of that State, the responsibility 
of all the consequences that may ensue therefrom, be they what 
they may, will rest with the people and Government of the Uni- 


ted States. 


The undersigned has been instructed to add to this communi- 
cation, that her Majesty’s Government are only waiting for the 
detailed report of the British commissioners recently employed 
to survey the disputed territory, which report, it was believed, 
would be a and delivered to her Majesty’s Government 
by the end of the present month, in order to transmit to the Go- 


vernment of the United States a reply to their last proposal upen 
the subject of the boundary negouation. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to 
the Secretary of State of the United States the assurance of lu 
disunguishe 4 consideration, 


H. 8. FOX 
Hon. Joun Forsytn, &c. 





Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox 
DgPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, March 25, 1540 

The undersigned, Secretary of Staie of the United Siates, ac 
knowledges to have received Mr. Fox’s communication ot th: 
13th instant, In reference to the boundary negotiation and the 
affairs of the disputed territory. The information given mm the 
closing part of it, that a reply tothe last proposition of the Un 
ted States upen the subject of the boundary may be expected in 
ashort ume, is highly gratifying to the President, who has, 
however, given directions to the undersigned in making this ac 
knowledgment, to accompany it with the expression of his pro 
found regrei that Mr. Fox’s note is in no other respect satisfac 
tory. 

After the arrangements which, in the beginning of last year, 
were entered inte on the partof the two Governments with re 
gard to the occupation of the disputed territory, the President 
had indulged the hope that the causes of irritation whieh had 
grown out of this branch of the subject could have been re 
moved. Relying on the disposition of Matne tu cooperate with the 
Federal Government in all that conld lead to a pacific adjust 
ment of the principal question, the President felt contident tha: 
his determination to maintain order and peace on the borde: 
would be ful'y carried out. He looked upon all apprehensions 
of designs by the people of Maine to take possession of the ter 
ritory,as without adequate foun:lation; deeming it improbable 
that on the eve of an amicable adjustment of the question, ary 
portion of the American people would, without cause and with 
out object, jeopard the success of the negotiation and endange: 
the peace of the country. A troublesome, irritating, and com 
paratively unimportant, because subordinate, subject, being thus 
disposed of, the President hoped that the parties would be tei: 
free at once to discuss and finally adjust the principal question 
Tn this he has been disappointed. While the proceedings of he: 
Majesty’s Government at home, have been attended with un 
looked for delays, its attention has been diverted from the great 
subject in controversy by repeated complaints, imputing to a 
portion.of the people of the United States designs to violate the 
engagements of their Government; designs which have never 
been entertained and which Mr. Fox knows would receive no 
countenance from this Government. 

It is to be regretted that at this late heur, so 
much misappretiension still exists on theside of the Brith 
Government, as to the object and obvious meaning of tie ex 
isting arrangements respecting the disputed terriory, The ill 
success which appears to have attended the efforts made by the 
undersigned to convey, through Mr. Fox to her Majesty's Go 
vernment, more correct impressions respecting them, calls for 
a recurrence to the subject, and a brief review of the corre 
spondence which has grown ont of it, may tend to remove the 
erroneous views which prevail, as to the manner in which the 
terms of the arrangements referred to have been observed. 

As Mr. Fox had no authority to make any agreement re- 


specting the exercise of jurisdiction over the Capone 
territory, that between him and the undersigned, ot 
the 27th of February, 1839, had for its object some 


previsional arrangement for the restoration and _ preser- 
vation of peace in the Territory. To accomplish this 
object, it provided that her Majesty’s officers should not seek to 
expel, by military force, the armed party which had been sei! 
by Maine into the district bordering on the Restonk river; and 
that, on the o'her hand, the Government of Maine would volunta- 
rily, and without needless delay,withdraw beyond the bounds ot 
the disouted territory any armed force then within them. Besides 
this, the arrangement had other objects—the dispersion of noto 
rious trespassers, and the protection of public property from 
depredation. Incase future necessity should arise tot this, the 
operation was to be conducted by concert, jointly or sepa- 
rately, according to agreement between the Government of 
Maine and New Brunswick. 

In this last mentioned respect, the agreement looked to some 
further atrangement between Maine and New Brunswick. 
Through the agency of General Scott, one was agreed to, on 
the 23d and 25th of March following, by which Sir John 
Harvey bound himself net to seek, without renewed instruc 
tions to that effect from his Government, to take military posses- 
sion of the Territory, or to repel from it by military force the 
armed civil posse, or the troops of Maine. On the part of Maine, 
it was agreed by her Governor that no attempt should be made 
without renewed instructions from the Legislature, to disturb 
by armsthe province of New Brunswick in the possession of 
the Madawaska settlements, or interrupt the usual communica- 
tions between that and the upper provinces. As to possession 
and jurisdiction, they were to remain unchanged, each party 
holding, in fact, possession of part of the disputed Territory, 
buteach denying the right of the other to doso. With that un 
derstanding, Maine was, without unnecessary delay, to with- 
draw her military force, leaving only, under a land agent, a 
smali civil posse, armed or unarmed, to protect the timter r: 
cently cut, and to prevent further depredations. 

In the complaints of infractions of the agreements of 

“the State of Maine, addressed to the undersigned, Mi 
Fox has assumed two positions, which are not authorized 
by the terms of those agreements: Ist, admitting the 
right of Maine to maintain a civil posse in the disputed territory 
for the purposes stated in the agreement, he docs so with the 
restriction that the action of the posse was to be confined with. 
in certain liunits; and 2d, by making the advance of the Maine 

into the valley of the Upper St. John, the ground of his 
complaint of encroachment upon the Madawaska settlement, 
he assumes to extend the limits of that settlement beyond thorc 
it occupied at the date of the agreement. 

The United States cannot acquiesce in either of these pori 
tlons. 

In the first place, nothing is found in the agreement sub- 
scribed to by Governor Fairfield and Sir John Harvey, defining 
any limits in the disputed territory within which the operations 
of the civil posse of Maine were to be circumecribed. The task 
of preserving the timber recently cut, and of preventing further 
depredations within the disputed territory, was assigned to the 
State of Maine after her military force should have been with- 
drawn from it; and it was to be accomplished by a civil! posse, 
armed or unarmed, which wag to continue in the territory, an! 
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to operate in every part of it where its agency might be required 
te protect the timber already cut, and prevent further depreda- 
tions, without any limitation whatever, or any restrictions, ex- 
cept such as might be consirued into an attempt to disturb by 
arms the Province of New Brunswick in her ion of the 
Madawaska settlement, or iaterrupt the usual communication 
betwsen the Provinces. It ig thus in the exercise of a legitimate 
right, and in the conscientious discharge of an obligation im- 

a upon her by a solemn compact, that the State of Maine 
has done those acts which have given rise to complaints for 
which no cause is perceived. The undersigned feels 
confident that when those acts shall have been considered by 
her Majesty’s Government at home, as explained in his note to 
Mr. Fox, of the 24th of December last, and in connection with 
the foregoing remarka, they will no yo be viewed as calcula- 
ted w excite the spoepbenaions of her Majesty’s Govern- 

ieting 


— ex arrangements is to be broken 
Ongar ale nited States. : “ 
i 


regard to thesecond positien assumed by Mr. Fox, that 
the advance of the Maine posse along the valley of the Restook 
to the mouth of Fish River, and into the valley of the Upper St. 
John, is at variance with the terms and spirit of the agreements 
—the undersigned must observe that if at variance with any of 
their provisions, it coald only be with those which secure her 
Majesty's Province of New Brunswick against any attempt to 
disturb the on of the Madawaska settlement, and to in 
Core the seual communications between New Brunswick and 
the Upper Provinces. The agreement could only have refer- 
ence to the Madawaska settlements as confined within their ac- 
tual limite at the time it wassubscribed. The undersigned, in 
his pote of the 24h of December last, stated the ressons why the 
mouth of Fish Rivet and the portion of the valley of the St.John 
through which it passes, could in no proper sense be considered 
as embraced in the Madawaska settlements. Were the United 
States w admit the pretension set up on the part of Great Bri- 
tain, to give to the waska settler ents a degree of construc- 
tive extension that might, at this time, suit the purposes of her 
Majesty's colonial au isies, those settlements might soon be 
made, with like justice, to embrace any portions of the disputed 
territory; and the right given to the Proviace of New Brunswick 
to occupy them temporarily and for a special purpose might, 
by inference quite as plausible, give the jurisdition exer- 
cised by her Majesty’s authorities an extent which 
would render the present state of the question, se 
long as it could be maintained, equivalent w a decision 
on the merits of the whole controversy in favor of Great 
Britain, If the small settlement at Madawaska on the 
north side of the &. Johns means the whole valley of 
that river-—ifa boom across the Fish river, and a station of a 
sinall posse en the south side of the St. Johns at the mouth of 
Fish river is e diesurbance of that settlement, which is twenty- 
five miles beiow, within the meaning of the agreement, it is 
difficult to conceive that there are any limitations to the preten- 
sions of her Majesty’s Government under it, or how the State 
of Maine could exercise the preventive power with regard to 
trespassers, Which was, on ber part, the great object of the 
temporary arrangeruent. The movements of British troops, 
lately witnessed in the disputed territury, and the erection 
of military works for their protection and accommodation, of 
which authentic information, recently received at the Depart- 
ment.of State, hae been cormmunicated to Mr. Fox, impart a 
still graver aspect (o the matier immediately under considera- 
tion. The fagt of those military operations established beyond 
a doubt, left unexplained, or unsatisfactorily accounted for, by 
Mr. Fox's note of the 7th instant, continues an abiding cause of 
complaint on the part of the United States against her Majesty’s 
colonial agents, as inconsistent with arrangements whose main 
object waa to divest a question, already sufficiently perplexed 
and complicated, from such embarrassments as those with 
which the proceedings of the British authorities cannot fail to 
surround it. 

If, as Mr. Fox must admit, the objects of the late agreements 
were the removal of all military force and the preservation of 
the property from further spoliations, leaving the possession and 
jurledicuion as they etood before the State of Maine teund itself 
eompelied to act against the tres re, the President cannot 
but consider that the conduct of the American local authorit.es 
strongly and most favorably contrasts with that of the colonial 
authorities of her Majesty’s Government. While the one, 
promptly withdrawing its military force, has confined itself to 
the use of the small posse, armed as agreed upon, and has done 
AO act not necessary to the accomplishment of the conventional 
objecta, every measure taken or indicated by the other party, is 
esontially military in its characier, and can be justified 
only by aj well founded apprehension that hostilities must 
ensue. 

Wikh such feelings and convictions, the President could not 
see, without painful surprise, the attempt of Mr. Fox, under in- 
struwtions from his Government, togive to the existing state of 
things a character not warranted by the friendly di tion of 
the United States or the conduct of the authorities and people of 
Maine—‘much more is he surprieed to find it alleged as a ground 
for s rengihening a military force and are for a hostile 
collision with the unarmed inhabitants of a friendly State, pur- 
suing, within their own borders, their peaceful occupations, or 
exerting themselves in compliance with their agreements to 
protect the property in dispute from unauthorized spoliation. 

The P nt wishes that he could dispel the fear that these 

dark furebodings can be realmed Unless her Majesty’s Go- 
vernment shall forthwith arrest all military interference in the 
question—unleas it shall apply to the subject more determined 
efforts than have hitherto been made to bring the dispute to a 
certain and ific adjastment, the misforwwnes predicted by 
Mr. Fox in the name of his Government, may most unfortu- 
nately happen. Sut no apprehension of the consequences al- 
luded to by Mr. Fox can be permitted to divert the Government 
and people of the United States from the performance of their 
duty to the Btate of Maine. duty is as simple as it is im- 
perative. The construction which is given by her to the treaty 
of 1783 has been, again and in, and in the most solemn man- 
ner, asserted also by the Federal Government, and must be 
maintained, unless Maine freely consents to a new boundary, or 
unless that construction of the treaty is found to be erroneous 
by the decision of a disinterested and independent tribu se- 
lected by the for its final adjustment. The President, 
on assuming the duties of his station, avowed his determination, 
all other meang of a. failing, to submit a proposition 
w the Government of Great Britain to refer the decision of the 
question once more to a third party. 

In all the subsequent steps which have been taken upon the 
subject by his direction, he has beer actuated by the same 


spirit. Neither his disposition in the matter, nor his opinion 
as to the propriety of that course,has undergone any change. 
Should the fulfilment of bis wishes be defeated either by an 
unwillingness on the part of her Majesty’s Government to meet 
the offer of the United States in the spirit in which it is made, 
or from adverse circumstances of any description, the Presi- 
dent will, in any event, derive great satisfaction from the con- 
sciousness that no effort on his part has been spared to bring 
the question to an amicable conclusion, and that there has been 
nothing in the conduct either of the Governments and people of 
the United States, or of the State of Maine, to justify the em- 

luyment of her Majesty’s forces as indicated by Mr. Fox’s 
ease The President cannot, under such circumstances, ap- 
prehend that the responsibility for any consequences which 
may unhappily ensue, will, by the just judgment of an impar- 
tial world, be imputed to the United States. 

The undersigned avails himself, &c. &c. &c 


&c. 
JOHN FORSYTH. 
To the Hon. H. 8. Fox, &c. 


Mr. Foxlo Mr. Forsyth. 
Wasuincton, March 26, 1840. 

The undersigned, her Britannic Majesty’s Envoy Extraordi- 
nary and Minister Plenipotentiary, has had the honor to receive 
the official note of yesterday’s date, addressed to him by Mr. 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States, in reply toa 
note dated the 13th inst. wherein the undersigned, in confurmity 
with instructions received from his Government, had anew for- 
mally protested against the acts of encroachment and aggres- 
sion which are still persisted in by armed bands in the employ- 
ment of the State of Maine within certain portions of the dis- 
puted territory. 

Tt will be the duty of the undersigned immediately to trans- 
mit Mr. Forsyth’s note to her Majesty’s Government in Eng- 
Jand; and until the statements and propositions which it con- 
tains shall have received the due consideration of her Majesty’s 
Government, the undersigned will not deem it right tu add any 
further reply thereto, excepting to refer to, and to repeat, as 
he now formally and distinctly does, the several declarativns 
which it has from time to time been his duty to make to the 
Government of the United States with reference to the existing 
posture of affairs in the disputed territory, and to record his 
opinion, that an inflexible adherence to the resolutions that have 
been announced by her Majesty’s Government, for the defence 
of her Majesty’s rights pending the negotiation of the boundary 
question, offers to her any Government the only means of 
protecting chose rights from being in a continually aggravated 
manner encroached upon and violated. 

The undersigned availa himsel! of this occasion to renew to 
the Secretary of State of the United States the assurance of his 


distinguished cousideration. 
H. 8. FOX. 
The Honorable Joun Forsytna, &c. &c. &c. 
After a discussion, in which Messrs. DAVIS, WEBSTER, and 
WILLIA\S, participated, the message was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed; and 


10,000 additional copies were ordered. 
The Senate then adjourned 


IN SENATE. 
Farivar, March 27, 1840. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the Secretary of 
the Navy, made in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, 
in relation to the rank of Charles Wilkes, jr. and William L. 
Hudson; which was read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL orgr og tothe Senate two memorials, very 
numerously signed by the citizens of the State of Michigan, 
— Congress to pass a general bankrupt law. 

hile up, he would say that he had reason to believe that 
scarcely any difference of opinion existed among the people of 
Michigan on the subject. Alldesired, many of them earnestly 
desired, the exercise by Congress of its constitutional power to 
execute a genera! law of bankruptcy. He himself considered 
it essential to the welfare and prosperity of a large portion of 
most industrious and enterprising citizens uf the United 
tates, 
The memorials were referred to the Committee on the Judi- 


jary. 

Mr. N. also presented a memorial from a number of the citi- 
zens of the city and county of Philadelphia, praying that Con- 
gress may interp ee to affect a mitigation, ifnot an entire remis 
sion, of the residue of the punishment to which Wittiam Lyon 
MAcKENztg, late member of the Previncial Parliament of 
Upper Canada, was sentenced, last fall, by the district court 
of western New York, for a violation of the laws uf the United 
States, passed for the preservation of their neutral obligations. 

Mr. N. said that the memorial was of a novel and peculiar 
nature; and he was somewhat at a loss what disposition to make 
of it. The prerogative of clemency and mercy, in such cases, 
belonged exclusively to the Executive; and he did not know that 
Congress could interfere, by legislative action, in the matter. 
While, therefore, he cordially concurred in the object which the 
memorialists had in view, he must submit the appropriate 
direction for the memorval to take, to the better judg- 
ment of more experienced Senators It wasshort, and he asked 
that it might be read. It was accordingly read; and, after some 
hesitation on the subject, the memorial was, on motion, referred 
to the President of the United States. 

Mr. N. also presented a memorial from Edward S. Deacon, 
of Michigan, praying fer an appropriation for the erection of a 
light house at Port Shaldor, in that State; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of John McClenaham; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. LUMPKIN eg a petition numerously signed by 
citizens of Columbus, Georgia, praying the passage of a ge- 
neral bankrupt law; which was refe to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. s 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from Fulton county, New 
York, praying the passage of a general bankrupt law, to em- 
brace corporations within its provisions; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 2 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from citizens of 
Poughkeepsie, one from Seneca county, and one from West- 
chester county, severally praying the of a general 
bankrupt law; which were referred to Committee on the 


Judiciary. 
Mr. T. also presented the petition of Thomas Amerman; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. T. also presented the memorial uf certain shipowners 








and shipinasters of the city of New York, prayir 
Trist, consul at Havana, may be superseded by a te woe 
man; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Re} 
Gtr, MERRICK ted th ; 
r. presented the memorial of M. inn: whi 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. ary Linn; which 
Mr. M. also presented the memorial of E. 8. Gardner 
= pare wae claims — Lay Government oo 
ies furn to the army in Florida; which w : 
the Ng 4 on — y as referred to 
r. presented a memorial signed by 360 citj 
Chicago in favor of the passage of a general ‘eakrepe od 
which was referred to the Conimittee on the Judiciary," 
Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the memorial of Stok 
and Purdom, praying remuneration for losses incurred in a a " 
contract; which was referred to the Committee on the Post - 
fice and Post Roads. ; 
Mr. MOUTON presented the memorial of King and Wilsun: 
which was referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims 
Mr. M. aleo presented the petitition of Rube Melon 
which was referred to the Committee on Private Land Claim. . 
Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, to which 
was referred the bill for the relief of Don Carlos Dehauit Delas. 
sus, made an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be 


printed. 

The bill for the better security of the public money in the 
hands of officers and agents of the Government, was taken y) 
on its third reading. f 

Mr. HENDERSON moved to recommit the bill, with certain 
netruetions; which, after some remarks by WRIGHT, Messrs 
HENDERSON, SMITH of Indiana, HUBBARD, and PKEN. 
TISS, was Sangavet to—ayes 10, noes 27. 

The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. MERRICK submitted the following motion, which wag 
considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed io 
inquire into the expediency of making suitable provision for q)| 
widows of officers and soi*liers of the Revolutionary war, why 
have not formed any subsequent matrimonial connection, 

CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

The bill for the continuation of the Cumberland road jn the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, was then taken up, the 
— being on the amendment proposed yesterday by Mr, 

Lay of Alabaina. 

Mr. CLAY addressed the Senate at length in favor of his 
amendment, and against the bilf generally, and was replied 
“2 Mr. YOUNG and Mr. TAPPAN. 

ithout taking any question, 


The Senate adjeurned until Monday next. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Fruway, March 27, 1840. 

Mr. HOWARD rose and asked leave to correct a statement 
in a report from the Treasury Department respecting the sala- 
ry of the District Attorney of Indiana, and he sent to the Cuai 
and had read the following correspondence in explanation of the 
matter, Viz: 

Orrrcs OF THE So.LiciToR OF THE Treasvry. 
March 26, 1840. 

&rr: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the Bih, 
requesting a copy of the Clerk’s statement, or other document 
from which the retary staies, in a report to Congress, that 
the salary and fees of the Distr ct Attorney of Indiana for the 
year 1839 was $1214. 

In reply I have to state that the report referred to [is founded 
on reports from the Attorneys, Clerks and Maishalis, made di- 
rect to the Secretary. Upon inquiry at that office, Iam inform- 
ed that the Clerk, in making up the general report of the Secre- 
tary from the reports of these several officers, made a misiake 
in the instance to which you refer, by charging the sum of $1214 
tothe District Attorney instead of the Marshal. I inclose a copy 
of the report to the}Secretary from which the charge was made, 
from which this will be apparent. 

lam, very respectfully, yours, 
_M. BIRCHARD, 
Solicitor of the Treasury. 
The Hon. T. A. Howarp, ! . 
House of Representatives United States. 


Manison, (Indiana,) January 14, 1840 

Sir: In obedience to your circular of the 30th January, 1539, 
I have the honor to inform you that the whole amount of money 
received by me as marshal of this district, and by my deputies 
from the Ist of January, 1839, to the Ist- of January, 1840, in- 
cluding per diem allowance during the sittings of the courts, 
mileage, disbursements, and all other fees, excepting my annual 
salary, is one thousand and fourteen dollars and forty-two cents. 





Iam, &c. 
GAM. TAYLOR, | 
United States Marshal Indiana District. 
Honerable Levi Woopsury, Secretary of the Treasury. 
Norse.—Fees as above - : -  l,ol4 42 
Salary - ° . ° 200 0 
61,214 42 


TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES of Virginia, the House re 
solved into a Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
ae. Dawson in the chair,) and took up the Treasury Now 

ill. . 

Mr. BARNARD here rose and complained of an article . 
the Globe, censuring his course for detaining the Committee 0 
the Whole. The Globe stated that he cccupied the floor from 
the hour of 6 o’clock, instead of 10}0’clock. : 

Mr. GRAVES here spoke at great Jength, and in the coure 
of his remarks adve to the course of Mr. Biacx in relation 
to the election of public Printer; to which af 

Mr. BLACK of Georgia said he did not rise for the purpose 
making a speech on the merits of the bil] now under conatnw 
tion, but for the purpose of putting himself right — . 
committee and the country, ina matter which may we had 
called a “ vexed q "and ‘about which ja great deal Det 
been said here and elsewhere; he alluded to the part a 
taken in the election of Printer, and the d tion made 
House of the Congressional printing. _If, in 80 doing, he piace? 
any man in the wrong, it was not with the intention of im 
cuting an offensive warfare, but o> justification Se fe 
self, and those who had acted with him. This ee id 
himself imperatively called on to do, from the manner Thad 
theghonorable gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Graves 
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ken of that transaction, and from the distinct allusions which 
$e peen made to him in the course of the debate. If he un- 
dersiood that gentleman correctly, he had deprecated the elec- 
yoo of Francis P. Blair to the office of Printer; pronounced it 
emature and precipitate; in consequence of which a previous 
V vestigation into alleged frauds had been superseded and pre- 

by the House; and that, too, said the gentleman, when 

we were getting along very well and smoothly, by letting out 
the printing on contract. : 

sir, said Mr. B. the gentleman from Kentucky, the Whigs, 

and others, who voted with that gentleman for a certain resolu- 

to which I shal! present ote, effected indirectly and co- 

7 . z . . : 
verily, by its adoption, that which I did directly and openly, in 
the election whic followed. That, and that alone, after all that 
has been said, is the difierence between us. 

Sir, let us look to that resolution for a moment, and 1ecur to 
i origin and history. It was introduced into this House, and 
advocated on its passage, by my colleague,(Mr. Dawson.) By 
i, the Clerk of this House, a confirmed Democrat, was ordered 
sip supply some suitable person or persons to execute the ne- 
cessary printing of this House, in the manner prescribed by the 
joint resolution of 1819.” I will not assert that the gentleman 
yored for this resolution; but this much J will say, that if he 
voted or raised his voice against it in this hall, 1 was not pre- 
got, and did not hear him. So far as I am informed, he sat by 
andsuffered that resolution, introduced by a gentleman who 
usually acts with the Whig party, to pass this House, 
sub silentio, not only the first, but the second time, 
if I remember correctly, What, then, was the pur- 

the effect, the consequence of that actien of the 
House? It was that a Democratic Clerk should select, ut his 
option, some individual to execute the printing of Congress 
upon the terms fixed by the resolution of 1819. ‘This proposi- 
tion came directly from the Whig ranks, and was supported 
alike hy Whig aud Democrat. This, then, was the generally 
received sense of the House, and was acquiesced in by the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky himself, who, if he was present at its 
adoption, saict not one word, as I have heard, in opposition to 
jt, What, sir, was the natural and necessary consequence of 
all this? Every man here, who had his seases about him, 
knew, or ought to have known, that this same F’racis P. Blair, 
who has been vilified and abused through all the avenues by 
which detraction can reach the character ofa man, whether 
justly or not I will not now stop to inquire, forl am 
yot his champion. This same heinous and offensive 
Blair, upon the proposition, and by the votes of 
the Whigs themselves, was indirectly made the Printer of 
this House, witheut any limitation as to price, save that impos- 
ed by the joint resolution of 1819. All parties here kuew, as 
well as I did, that Hucw A. GarRLaAnp, the Democratic Clerk of 
the House, to whom the selection of a Printer was thus refer- 
rdby Colonel Dawson’s resolution, would appuint Mr. Biatr, 
his politically ally, and who was every way competent to the 
dicharge and execution of that trust. Did this appointment 
disappoint any one here? No, sir! Every body well knew who 
would be made Printer, as soon as the Clerk was entrusted with 
the selection of that officer. 

Under these circumstances, when Mr. Blair wa8 comfortably 
seated in his newly acquired office, for which he was perhaps 
more indebted to the Whigs than the Democrats, I had the honor 
to come forward and unsettle this state of things, so pro- 
piins to the Editor of the Globe, and to arrest the 
offiial pauonage which had been indirectly cast upon 
that functionary by Col. Dawson’s resolution. Is not this so? 
lap eal, said Mr. B. tothe resolution which I subsequently of- 
fere| upon this subject, and which was adopted by the House; 
by which it will appear that, instead of making the Editor of 
theGlobe the sure and certain recipient of the printing pa- 
\ronage, underthe prices of 1819, he was subjected to all the 
contingences and uncertainties of an election, where parties 
are so neitly balanced, and restricted in the remuneiation he 
was to receive for services tosuch terms and such a tariff of 
prces as +he House, after an investigation of the subject, might 
thiuk proper to adopt. 

Sir, said Mt. B. I have nothing to urge against gentlemen for 
their support of the Editor of the Globe. I supported him my- 
telf, not only upor the eccasion referred to, but subsequently, 
atthe election, openly and naeney. while others hid them- 
selves behind the responsibility of the Clerk’s appointment. 1 
vored for him viva toce, because I believed, all things eonsi- 
dered, he was more entitled to my supportthan the Editors of 
the National Intelligencer. For this choice between two con- 
tending candidates, Lam ready and willing, as 1 will do upon 
tome future occasion, to answer to my constituents, to whom 
alone I hold myself responsible for my acts here. But, sir, this 
iswhat Icomplain of, and herein have [ been baily and un- 
justly treated, and proscribed by some, without even a hearing 
of my case; thet while I am rebuke! and condemned by the 
gentleman from Kentucky, and those with whom he is asso- 
ciatel, for having participated in the election of Mr. Blair to be 
the Printer of this House, those who voted for Col. Dawson’s 
resolution are either applauded for their nope and consis- 
lency, or at least over in commendatory silence. 

Yes, sir; “let it be written on the wall” that this identical 
Bair, who has been denouneed by the Whigs for every thing 
odious, both morally and politically, was made the happy reci- 
pent of Government patronage, by a resolution emanating 
from the Whig ranks, and supported by that party, while I 
have been rebuked and condemned for doing that openly, which 
they thought proper to effect indirectly and covertly! “Think 
of that, Master Brook ! !”” 

The deva'e was further continued by Messrs. PICKENS, 
EVERETT, FISHER, BELL, SMITH of Maine, MONRO™, 
Davis of Ky. MORGAN, RAMSEY, COOPER of Pa. DA- 
oe la. KEIM, COOPER of Pa. in reply, ALFORD, and 
‘TANLY, which will be published hereafter; when 

Mr. HABERSHAM submitted the following, to come in as an 
amendment to the end of the second section of the bill: 

Which notes, so to be issued, shall be negotiable only by 
*pecial en.lorsement by, and to, eaeh person through whose 
hands they may subject to the same rules and re trictions 
*s inland bills of exchange, payable to order, but without the 
livbility of the endorser.” 

The question was put on its adoption, and it was disagreed to 
Wi lout acou t. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD submitted the following amendment: 


further enacted, That nothing in this act contained | 


e it 

| be 80 construed as to authorize the of the Trea- 
‘ury, Or any officer of the Government, to make a deposite of 
we of Treasury notes with any bank, and to allow such 


the accruing interest on the Treasury notes so deposited, 





































and, In consideration thereor, to acquire the right to check upon 
the bank for the amount, or in _ other manner whatever to 
use the Treasury notes, or any part thereof, which may be issued 
in pursuance of this act, to obtain a loan or advance of money 
upon the credit of such notes, or by a sale thereof, it being the 
intention of Congress not to authorize the issue of Treasury 
notes in favor of any person or persons, excepta bona fide cre- 
ditor of the Government. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana demanded tellers to take a 
count on the adoption of this amendment, and Messrs. P. F. 
Tuomas and Crass having been appointed such, reported 
that there were—ayes 69, noes 90. 

So it was rejected. : 

Theamendment of Mr. Barnarp,, previously offered, being 
nextin order, as follows: 

“Amend by striking out all after the word ‘notes,’ in the se- 
cond line of the second section, and insert, ‘may be issued by 
the authority of this act, not to exceed, in the whole amount is- 
sued, five millions of dollars; such notes in no case to be made 
for aless sum than one thousand dollars, and to be issued no 
faster than shall be demanded, as a means of borrowing money 
for the exigencies of the Treasury.’ ” 

Mr. BARNARD made a few rematks in explanation of the 
principles of his amendment; when 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia said he was willing to accept that 
part of the amendment which limits the issue to the wants of the 
Government; but was opposed to the restriction as to the deno- 
mination of the notes. 

Mi. CRABB suggested to Mr. Barnarp to leave the denomi- 
nation of the note blank; to which suggestion he yielded, 

o CHAIR said the question would be on filling the blank ; 
when 

Mr. MONTGOMERY moved to fill it with $10. 

Mr. R GARLAND named $50. 

Mr. CHINN name:! $20. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia named $100. 

Mr. BARNARD named $500 

All which propositions to fill the blank were taken up in their 
order, and rejected. 

The question being on the amendment, after a few remarks 
from Messrs. R. GARLAND, JON: 8, KING, and Fi LLMORE, 
the question was taken by tellers, and disagreed to. 

Mr. PROFFIT submitted an amendment, praying to appro- 
priate $450,000 of the notes to be issued, to the completion of 
the Cumberland road in Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, 

Messrs. PROFFIT, WICK, RARIDEN, and MASON, made 
a few remarks in favor of the amendment, which will be 
published hereafter, and 

Mr. JONES of Virginia appealed to the mover not to em- 
barrass the passage of this bill, by an effort to attach to it an 
amendment relating to a question of which many of the 
friends of the bill now betore the committee had consututional 
objections. Hie suggested thatit would be much better to leave 
the question of the Cumbetland road a'one, until the bill 
which was now before the Senate, for that object, should be 
sent to the House. 

The question being on the adoption of the amendment, 

Mr. KARIDEN called for tellers to take a count. 

Messrs, Stewart and Husparp having heen appointed 
such, reported that there were—vyes 71, nays &7. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr COOPER of Georgia submitted the following as an ad- 
ditionlal section to the bill: 

Sec 3. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be hereby authorized and instructed to sell the 
bonds of the United States Bank of Pennsylvania belonging to 
the Government, at the best market price, and place the proceeds 
to the credit of the Treasury of the United States; and that said 
stm, when realized, shall operate to diminish the amount of 
Treasury notes hereby authorized to be issued, mm a sum equal 
thereto. 

The qnestion on its adoption was put, and it was disagreed to, 

Mr. MONIGOMERY offered an amendment, fixmg the 
lowest denomination of notes at ten dollars; which was lost 
without a count. 

Mr. TILLINGHIAST submitted the following amendment; 
and 1t wasdisagreed to without a count: 

“Strike out from the second section all between the word ‘is- 
sued,’ in the third line, and the word ‘fine,’ in the fifth line, and 
insert*inlieu thereof the following: ‘Not exceeding in amount 
the aggrega e of” 

Mr. CURTIS offered the following amendments asa _ substi- 
tute for the secend section of the bill, viz: 

Src. 2. That the amount of Treasury notes authorized to be 
issued by the provisionsand regulations of the said act shall not, 
in the aggrega e of all the issues thereof, exceed the amount of 
five millions of dollars; and the same may be redeemed sooner 
than one year. if the meansof the Treasury shall permit, by 
giving sixty days’ notice; and no interest to be allowed thereon 
after the expiration of sixty days. 

After a few remarks from Mr. GRAVES as to what amount 
the Secretary would be enabled to issue in the course of the year 
under the bill, 

Mr. JONES said the bill had been printed, and every gentle- 
man had been affurded an opportunity to scrutinize its provi- 
sions; and it seemed to him there could be no misunderstanding 
in relation to it. Tt only gives the Secretary the power to keep 
out five millions for the year, and did not, as some gentleman 
seemed to suppose, give him the power to cancel and reissue. 

The question was then taken, and the amendment was disa- 
greed to without a count. 

The question was then taken on the substitute for the bill, 
submitted by Mr. Kine of Ga. providing for five millions by 
loan, bearing legal interest; which was, however, disagreeded to 
without a count. 

Mr. R. GARLAND submitted the following as an additional 
section to the bill. 

Be it further enacted, That an account shall be kept in the 
Treasurer’s office, of each note issued under the provisions of 
this act, and of the number of times each note shall be reissued; 
also, of each note that shall be issued in the place of any note 
previously issued. 

Mr JONES said the original bill already provides thatan ac- 
count shall be kept of the number of the notes issued. This bill, 
as he before sail, does not provide for a reissue; but simply 
gives ‘he Secretary powee to iesue five millions in such propor- 
tions as the wants of the Government demand, and to keep it out 
during the year. 

The amendment was then diragreed to without a count. 

On motion of Mr. JOES of Virginia, the committee then rose 
and reported the bill to the House; when 








































































Mr. EASTMANsaid, that, since a member of this House, this 
was the first time he had been able to obtain the floor. He 
had made the attempt on two or three previous occasions, but 
had been unsuccessful. He believed it to be the duty of every 
gentleman, at all times, to make such aspeech as would most 
conduce to the interest of his constituents and of the country. 
{fe should himself pursue that coarse now; and in accordance 
with those views he now moved the previous question, which 
was seconded; and 

The question then being, “Shall the main question be now 

ut 
Mr. R. GARLAND demanded the eas and nays; which 
were ordered and were—yeas 106, nays Io, as follows: 
YEAS.—Messrs. Alford, Judson Allen, om J. Anderson, 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, yd, Brewster, 
Aaron Vv. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. But- 
ler, William O. Butler, meee, John Campbell, Carr, 
Chapman, Clifford, Coles, mner, Mark A. Cooper, Wm. 
R. Cooper, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, Dawson, Dickerson, 
Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, For- 
nance, Galbraith, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, J. Hastings, Hawkins, 
Hill of N. C. Hillen,'Holleman, Holmes, Hoo«, Hubbard, 
Jackson, J. Johnson, C. Johnson, Nat. Jones, J. W. Jones, 
Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leovard, Lewis, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, et Marchand, 
Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, 
Newhard, Nisbet, Parrish. Parmenter, Paynter, Prentias, Ram- 
sey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, 
Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, John Smith, Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, 
Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Vanderpoel, David D 
Wagener, Watterson, Jared W. Williams, Rency Willtame, 
and Worthington—105. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, J. W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, Bar- 
nard, Bell, Bond, Rotts, Brockway, Anson Brown, Calhoun, 
Carter, Casey, Chinn, Chittenden, James Cooper, Corwin, 
Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Custis, Cushing, John WwW. Davie, 
Garret Davis, Deberry, Dillett, Edwarda, Evans, Fillmore‘ 
Rice Garland, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Graves, Green. Ha- 
bersham, William 38. Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, 
Htoward, James, Charles Johnaton, Kempshall, Meee Mc- 
Caity, Marvin, Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Pa- 
len, Pope, Proftit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Ridg- 
way, Russell, ,Saltonstall. Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, 
Stuart, Taliaferro, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Waddy Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull, Warren, John Whiie, 
Wick, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L, 
Williams, and Christopher H. Williams—79. 

So the main question was ordered to be put; which main 
question was: “Shall the bill be ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading?’ 

Mr BANKS wished to see, after so much opposition, who was 
really opposed to the bill, and demanded the yeas and naye on 
the engrossment, which were ordered, and were—yeas 115, nays 
76, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, J. Allen, H. J. Anderson, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, a Brewster, 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, 8. H. Butler, 
William O. Butler, Bynum, John Campbell, Carr, Caser, 
Chapman, Chinn, Clifford, Coles, Conner, M. A. Co per, 
W R. Cooper, a Cross, Dana, Davee, Jehn W. Davis, 
Dickerson, Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Fine, 
Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, @alb:aith, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, 
J. Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Holie- 
man, Holmes, Hook, Howard, Hubbard, Jackeon, Jameson, 
Joseph Jobnson, C. Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet. Leonard, Lewis, 
Jowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, Marchand, 
Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morrie, 
Newliid, Nisbet, Parish, Parmenter, Paynter, Prettiee, 
Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Edward Rogers, Jatnee 
Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, fohn Smith, 
Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. Vgapener, Watterson 
Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry’ Wiltiaina) and 
Worthington—115. ' 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, 
Barnard, Bell, Bond, Botte, Brockway, Anson Brown, Cal- 
houn, Carter, James Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, 
Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Garret Davis, Dawsen, Deberry, 
Dillet, Edwards, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Gog- 
gin, Goole, Graham, Graves, Green, Mabershain, William 
&. Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, Hopkins, James, C. 
Johnston, Kempshall, Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, 
Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Osborne, Palen, 
Pope, Proffit, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Rad way, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, ts, Mtviart, 
Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson. Tillinghast, Triplett, Trum- 
bull, Warren, John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis 


Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Christopher H. Wil- 
liams—76 


Ro the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

The question now being onthe passage of the bill, 

Mr. PROFFIT moved to recommit the bill, with instructions 
requiring the committee of Ways and Means to report an 
amendment to the bill, appropriating $450.000 fer continuing 
the Cun: berland road in O..io, Indiana, and Ilinois. 

Mr. BANKS said the amendment wasa violation of the rule, 
but he moved the previous question; which was seconded. 

Some conversation here arose hetween the SPEAKER and 
Mesers. ADAMS, RARIDEN, and PROFFIT, as to the effect of 
the previous question, whether it brought the Heuse to a vote on 
the motion to recommit, or on the e of the bill; when 

‘The SPEAKER decided that, under the operation of the pre- 
vious question, the main question would be, “shall the bill pass?”’ 
Consequently, those who voted against ordering the main queée- 
tion, voted for the rejection of the bill. 

The vote was then taken on the question, “shall the main 

affirmative— yeas 106, 


pa be now put?” and decided in 
hays . 
'Y EAS—Mesers. Alford, Judson a Anderson, 
Atherton, Ranks, Beatty, Beirne, Biack, Blackwell, , 
Brewster, A.V. Brown, A. G. Brown, Burke, W. O. Butler, By- 
num, Chapman, Chinn, Cliffurd, Coles, Conner, Mark A. 
Cooper, William R. Cooper, Crabb, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, 
Dawson, Dickerson, Doan, » Dunean, le Eastman, 
Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Galbraith, 1, Graham, Habersham 
Se ila lena titan Hoth Head eet 
Cc, a) op! u ° 
son, Jameson, Jas, Johnson, Cave Johneon, Nath’) Jones, 4, 
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W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Leonard, Lewis, 
Lowell, Lucas, WeVletan, MecCulloh, McKay, Marchand, 
Medill, Miller, Montanya. Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, 
Newhard, Nisnet, Palen, Parish, Parmenter, Paynter, Prentiss, 
Rameey, Rhett, Rives, E. Rogers, J. Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, 
Shaw, Albert Sm th, John Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, 
Birong, Sumpter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taliaterro, Taylor, 
Philip Fo Thomas, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Turvey, Vanderpoel. David D. Wagener, Warren, Watter- 
won, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, and Worthing- 
ton— 106, 

NAYsS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Bell, 
Botts, Brockway, Calhoun, Carr, Carter, Casey, Chittenden, 
lark, James Cooper, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, 
Jetin W. Davia, Garret Davis, Dillet, Edwards, Fillmore, 
Kice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Goode, Graves, Green, William 
%. Hastings, Mawes, Ifenry, Hoffman, Howard, James, Kemp- 
shall, Leet, Lincoln, MeCarty, Marvin, Mason, Monroe, Mor- 
gan, Naylor, Osborne, Pope, Proffit, Randolph, Rayner, Rey- 
noida, Ridgway, Ruasell, Saltonstall, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Stanly, Stuart, F. Thomas, Tillinghast, Triplet, Weller, 
John White, Wick, Thomas W.Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Joeeph L. Williame, and Christopher H. Williams—66. 

So the House determined that the main question should be 
put; which main question wae, “shall the bill pass?’’ 

Mr. BIDDLE demanded the yeas and nays on that question; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 110, nays 66, as follows: 

YEAS—Messre, Adama, Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 
Atherton, Banks, Ben'ty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, 
Biveweter, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, William 
©. Baer, Bynum, John Campbell, Carr, Casey, Chapman, 
China, Clifford, Coles, Conner, Mark A. Cooper, William R. 
Cooper, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, John W. Davis, Dicker- 
son, Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl,"Easiman, Fine, Floyd, Gal- 
braith, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of 
North Carolina, Willen, Holleman, Holmes, Howard, Hubbard, 
Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel 
Joaea, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leaibetter, Leet, 
Lcenard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, Me Clellan, MuCu loh, McKa ’ 
Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel Ww 
Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Parish, Parmenter, Paynter, Pren- 
tise, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Edward Rogers, James 
Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, John #mith, 
Miarkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
Purney. Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, 
Wick. Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, and Worthing- 
ton—110 © : 

NAYS—Messre. John W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, Pell, 
Bille, Botts. Brockway, Calhoun, Carter, Chittenden, Clark, 
James Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Curtis, Garret Davis, 
Daweon, Dillett, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Goggin, Goode, 
Graham, Graves, Green, Habersham, William 3S. Hastings, 
Hawes, Hillof Virginia, Hoffman, Hopkins, James, Kempshall, 
King, Lincoln, MeCariy, Marvin, Mason, Monroe, Morgan, 
Naylor, Osborne, Palen, Pope, Proffit, Randolph, Rariden, 
Rayner, Ridgway, Saltonstall, Slade, T uman Smith, Stanly, 
Suart, Taliaterro, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Triplett, 
Warren, John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
tnd Joseph L. Williams— 66. 

=. the bill was passe} 

Wr RTE TE moved that, when the House adjourn, it adjourn 
i Moaday next, at 12 0’clock 

Mr. RUSSELL demanded the yeas and nays; which were not 
ordered 

On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, the question was then taken by 
tellers, and, there being but 89 ayes and 27 noes, no quorum vot- 
me, the motion was lost, 

On motion of Me R. GARLAND, 

The House then adjourned. 


tO ree 


ITOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SarurDay, March 28, 1840. 

Mr. LINCOLN, by universal consent, laid before the House, 
and had referred to the appropriate committee, ceitain matters 
relating te the publication, under contract, of the Biennial Re- 
Rieter 

Mr. CHAPMAN, in accordance with previous notice given, 
and on leave, introduced a bill to establish certain post routes in 
and through the Territory of Iowa, and to certain others therein 
mentioned; which wasread twice, and committed to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. KE!M made an ineffectual effort to introduce a resolution 
assigning rooms to the several committees of which he was a 
member. 

Mr. HOWARD of Indiana, by universal consent, presented 
certain petitions in relation to the extension of the pre-emption 
laws; which were referred to the committee having chaige of 
petitions on the same subject. 

rhe SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the Secreta- 
ry of War, transmitung a report and estimate fora harbor at the 
mouth of Root river, near Racine, on the west shore of Lake 
Michigan, Wiskonsin Territory, made in obedience to instruc- 
tions inferred from a letter from the Colonel of the Corps of 
Topograjhical Engineers, dated 17th October, 1839, to Lorenzo 
Janes, and others, of Racine, Wiskonsin Territory; which was 

On rootion of Mr. CROSS, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce 

Also, laid before the House depositions from the city of New- 
ark, in relation tothe New Jersey election. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina moved that they be re- 
ferred to the Committee of Elections. 

Mr. R. GARLAND objected; which, having cansed some 
conversation between Messrs, CAMPBELL, STANLY, and 
R. GARLAND, as to the propriety of the reference, they were 
ordered to lie on the table-4ill Tuesday next. 

The SPEAKER announced the unfinished business of the 
morning hour to be the resolution heretofore reported by Mr. 
Campers. of South Carolina, from the Committee of Elections, 
to printall the testimony in relation to the contested election in 
the State of New Jersey to which an amendment had been 
heretofore offered by Mr. R. GarLanp to print the testimony 
received since the report of the said committee Was made. 

Mr. PRENTISS rose and asked leave of the House to make 
a remark or two applicable to the allegation against him, made 
by the gentleman from New York [Mr. Morcan] m his speeeh 
of yesterday, when in Committee of the Whole on the Treasury 
Note bill, No objection being made, Mr. P. went on to say that 
he had learned this morning, from verbal sources, that his col- 
league, in speaking of him, had stated that he (Mr. P.) was the 


editor of a Federal newspaper which opposed the last war, and 
with othera of his political associates, he had rejoiced at the vic- 
tories of the enemy over the American arms. It was true, Mr. 
P. said, that he was a Federalist at the period referred to, and 
that he edited a paper which sustained Federal doctrines. The 
reason was that he was born and bred in Massachusetts, the hot 
bed of Federalism, and that it took time and refleetion to eradi- 
cate early impressions. He did oppose the declaration of wal, as 
having been made prematurely and without adequate prepara- 
tion for a contest with such a powerful nation as England; but 
he utterly denied that he ever% posed the war after the con- 
fiict began. So much in regard to the imputation of being a 
Federalist, and opposing the war in the columns of his paper. 
Now, in regard to the allegation of having “rejoiced at the vic- 
tories of the enemy over the American arms.” During the 
canvass for a seat on this fleor, in the year 1836, the Whig os 
per in his (Mr. P’s) district, did make a charge of the same cha- 
racter as that reiterated by his colleague, and it was promptly 
refuted and falsified by the signatures of foerteen of 
he most respectable citizens of the — where he (Mr. P.) 
resides, who were residents during the wholeof the war, and 
three of them [Messrs. Groves, Nicholls, and Russell) 
members of the Whig Central Cerresponding Committee of the 
county, the latter of whom was a member of the late Harris- 
burg Convention, which nominated Generai Harrison for Pre- 
sident. The charge is in all respects untrue, and he(Mr. P.) 
had the record at home to prove it to beso. One woid more, 
and Mr. P. had done. He confessed his Federal prepossessions, 
until the year 1821, when light beamed upon his mind, and he 
had since given his best services tothe Democratic interest, as a 
matter of principle. The ,olitical sin was repented of, and 
the intelligent electors of Democratic Otsego had pronounced 
their forgiveness, by twice deputing him to representing them 
on this floor. 

Mr. MEDILL, who was entitled to the floor, made an ‘able 
vindication of the majority of the Committee of Elections, 
from the charges which had been made against it by Messrs. 
Borts and Fittmore, in their speeches, and in their minority 
report. His speech willbe published hereafter. He had not 
concluded at the expiration of the morning hour, at which 
time 

The Honse proceeeded to the consideration of bills on the pri- 
vate calendar; ywhen the following engrossed bills on the Speak- 
er’s table were taken up, read the third time, and passed: 

A bill for the relief of Zachariah Jellisen; : 

A bill for the relief of Bates and Lacon; 

A till for the reliefof James W. Osborne; 

A bill for the relie! of Daniel D. Walker, of Baltimore; 

A bill for the relief of Chostelain and Pouvert; 

A bill forthe reliefof Ebenezer A. Lester; 

A bill for the relief of Nicholas Hedges; 

A bill for the relief of Ebenezer D. Lobdell; 

A bill for the relief of Richard Booker, and others; 

A bill for the relief of John Howe; 

A bill for the relief of John Wilkinson; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas W. Taylor. 

A bill for the relief of James Cox; 

A bill for the relief of Chauncey Calhoun; 

A bill for the relief of Gamaliel E. Smith; 

A bill for the relief of Cornelius Tiers; 

A bill for the relief of John Underwood; 

A bill for the relief of Josiah Thompson; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Fillebrown; 

A bill for the relief of Sylvester Phelps and heirs of Charles 
Landon; 

A bill for the relief of John T. Addoms; 

A bill forthe relief of Captain John Downes; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin C. Roberts; 

A bill for the relief of Boggs and Thempson, Robert and Tho- 
mus Hutchinson, and others; 

A-bill for the relief of Meigs D. Benjamin and Co.; 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Wickham; 

A bill for the relief of John M. Jacquelin; and 

A bill for the relief of George Willis. 

Engrossed bill for the relief of Thomas Fillebrown came up 
in itsorder; when 

Mr. ATHERTON spoke in opposition to, and Mr REY- 
NOLDs in favor of, the bill. 

Mr. SMITH! of Maine said the debate cost more than five 
hundred dollars per hour, which was considerably more than 
the claim amounted to, of the justness of which there could be 
no questien, and which he was in favor of, and therefore moved 
the previous question; which was seconded, and, 

The question then being, “Shall the main question be or- 
dered?” 

Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeas and nays; which were not 
ordered, and, 

The main question having been ordered, which main question 
was, “Shall the bill pass?” 

Mr. GRIFFIN demanded the yeas and naya; which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 74, nays 63. 

So the bill was passed. 

The bill for the relief of John M. Jaquelin came up in its 
order, and was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The consideration of several other billa was then postponed 
till Saturday next; after which, 

Mr. LEET said the members were very much fatigued, from 
their protracted sessions this week, and it was now 3 o’clock; 
he would therefore move that the House adjourn. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 45, nays 70. No quorum voting. 

Mr. TURNEY moveda call of the Honse, which was not 
ordered; when 

On motion of Mr. GATES, and the yeas and nays not having 
been ordered, 

The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Monpay, March 30, 1840. 

Mr. WALL presented a petition of John Johnston, late In- 
o- agent; which was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
i iclary. : 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial praying for the imposi- 
tion ofa duty on foreign silks; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. BENTON presented the memorial of Mrs. Thompson, 
widow of Lieut. Colonel Thompson, praying remuneration 
for sums expended by him; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial from citizens of Newton 
county, Missouri, praying for a grant of land for the construc- 


tion of a court-nouse; which was referred to the C 
I) the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial of a number 
citizens of Pennsylvania, pra ing that bounty lands ma. be 
ranted to the commissioned officers of the last war cis 
ireat Britain; which was referred to the Committee on Militar 
Affairs. y 
Mr. B. also presented a memorial praying for the impos 
tion ofa duty on foreign silks; which was referred to the oe. 
mittee on Finance. . 
Mr. B. also presented a memorial from citizens of Philadel. 
_ raying fora mitigation of the puuishment of William 
yon Mackenzie; which was ordered to be sent to the Presidey, 
of the United States. , 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from citizens o/ 
Onondaga county, New York, praying for the passage of a 
general bankrupt law; which was referred to the Committee ot 
the J wticlary. , 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial signed by a number 
of citizens of Boston, praying the passage of a general bank. 
vom law; which was referred to the Commitee on the 

udiciary. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented a memorial, 
imposition of a duty on silk; which was refe 
tee on Finance. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial from citizens of Monroe 
county, Ohio, praying for the construction of a road from the 
valley of the Mississippi river to that of the Columbia river: 
which was referred to the Select Committee on the Oregox 
Territory. 

Mr. T. also presented resolutions passed by the General As. 
sembly of the State of Ohio, in relation to the currency, and 
instructing their Senators, and requesting their representatives 
to vote for the Independent Treasury bill; which, after some 
remarks hy Mr. T. were read, and ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Pensions, to which was 
referred the petition of John Bosworth, made an adverse re. 
port thereon; which was orde: ed to be printed. 

Mr. ROBINSON, fromthe Committee on the Post Office 

and Post Roads, to which was referred the resolution on the 
subject, reported a bill relative to the transportation of the 
mail in steamboats; which was read, and ordered to a sero 
reading. 
Mr. TiUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, to which 
was referred the memorials of A. P. King and Heory Lucas, 
made a favorable report thereon, accompanied by bills; which 
were severally read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to 
which was referred the memorial of Benjamin L. Carleton, 
made pen report thereon; which was ordered to be 

rinted. 
. Mr. T. also, from the same committee, made an adverse re. 
ton on ~ petition of William Ramsey; which was ordered to 
printed. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, to which was 
referred 

The petition of Thomas R. Saunders; 

The petition of the widow of William Rosas; 

The petition of Elisha Bentley; and 

The petition of Lewis Newrisha; 
made oma reports thereon; which were ordered to be 

printed, 

' Mr. P. also, from the same commitiee, to which was referred 
the memorial on the subject, reported a bill for the relief o! 
Pamela Allen, widow of Samuel Allen; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office, to which was referred the bill for the relief of 
James Herron, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. BENTON presented some papers in relation to the im- 
—- of sugar and molasses, which were ordered to be 

rinted. 

. Mr. B offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a select committee of three members be ap- 
pointed to make a legal and documentary report, founded up- 
on Jaws and documents on the origin and character of the fishing 
bounties and allowances,and to show the reason and motive lor 
granting the same, with an accurate reference to every law and 
document quoted and relied upon, and that the said committee 
be appointed by the Caarr 

The resolution was considered and adopted, and the Cuam. 
appointed the following Senators as said committee: 


Mr. BENTON, 
Mr. DAVIS, and 
Mr. ANDERSON. 


Mr. HUBBARD offered the following resolution, which was 
unaniimously agreed to: ; 

eceioed, That the ea of the Senate be directed to 
purchase twenty copies of the third volume of Reports 0n Fi- 
nance, for the use of the Senate chamber, the Secretary's 0l- 
fice, and the different committees of the Senate; provider, that 
said third volume can be purchased without taking the first 
two pone with which the Senate have already been #p 

lied. ‘ 
. The various bills passed by the House of Representatives 00 
Saturday, and which were noticed in the Globe of that date, = 
taken up and referred to their appropriate commitiees W!' 
the exception of the 
TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

The bill additional to the act on the subject of Treasury nol 
being taken up, 

Mr. HUBBARD said this bill had been pease’ by the Hous 
as it was reported by “the Committee of a and —_ 
printed copy of which had been placed on each Senator § 
and the Committee on Finance had taken the bill ome 
consideration, and agreed to report it to the Senate wit _ 
amendment, and directed him to ask that it be made the spec 
order of the day at one o’clock. se aaa top 

Mr. YOUNG hoped that the Cumberland road bill ro 
taken up, and informally passed over, so that noother bill | 
the present might take precedence of it on the calendar. o- 

Mr. HUBBARD said that if bis motion prevail oes 
ane oa bill would come up immediately when this 

isposed of. ; 

Mr. YOUNG assenting tothe arrangement, the bill or 
= special — and the hour of one having arrived, 
taken up, an . 

Mr. HUBBARD stating that the chairmen of the Commit 
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devolved upon him to explain the principles and pro- 

pee the bill, which having done, 

after a debate, in which Messrs. WEBSTER, HUB- 
gakD, SMITH of Indiana, BENTON, PRESTON, and BU- 
(HANAN, participated, the bill was put upon its passage; and, 
othe question, “Shall this bill 2”? it was decided in the af- 
fi rpauvee—ayes 25, noes 8, as follows: 
yE£AS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Cay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Dixon, Fulton, Hubbard, King, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Nicholas, Norvell, Phelps, Pierce, Roane, Ro- 
tunson, ree a of Indiana, Strange, Sturgeon, Tall- 

and Young—25. 
PNAYS—Messrs. Benton, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Da- 
vis, Merrick, Preston, Ruggles, and White—8. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, March 30, 1840. 

Mr. KING of Georgia observed that his attention had been 
directed to a paragraph in the Georgia Constitutionalist, from 
which he learned that, 1m the list of yeas and nays on the final 

e of the resolution admitti.g the New Jersey members to 
ineir seats, his name was ornitted on the journal. He was cer- 
uinly present in the House and voted on that occasion, and vo- 
ed in the negative. He asked permission of the House, there- 
fore, © have the journal corrected by the insertion of his name 
in the proper place. - 

Mr. CRAIG submitted to the gentleman whether it would not 
be better to submit to this slight inconvenience than to set a 
dangerous precedent. If the omission had occurred only a day 
or wo ago, there would be no inconvenience in correcting the 
journal; but he thought that going so far back to make a correc- 
‘ion would be liable to serious objections. 

Mr. KING said afew words in reply; after which, the motion 
wasagreed to, and the journal corrected accordingly. 

Mr. WICK offered the following resolution, which, by general 
consent, Was Considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands inquire 
ino the expediency of attaching so much of the Miama Re 
serve in Indiana as has been purchased from the Indians to the 
proper land districts, dividing the same so as best to suit the 
convenience of purchasers, and report a bill accordingly. 

This being the day set apart under the rule for the reception 
of petitions, 

The SPEAKER stated that the first business in order was the 
question on the appeal taken by the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. BARNARD] from the decision of the Cuarr that the 
pelition presented by that gentleman on praying that Florida 
should not be admitted into the Union so long as its Constitu- 
uon wlerated the institution of slavery, came within the rule 
in relation to Abolition petitions, and could not be received. 

Mr. ANDREWS said the time was when he should have 
been pleased to have an opportunity afforded him to discuss the 
question of Abolition; but as he was fully satisfied with the de- 
cision of the House upon this subject, and asa discussion would 
ve very injurious to the public business, he moved the pre- 
vious question on the appeal; which was seconded, and 

The main question having been ordered, which was, “Shall 
the decision of the SPRAKER stand as the judgment of the 
House?” it was determined in the affirmative. So the decision 
of the Cuair was affirmed. 

The call of the States for petitions was continued, com- 
mencing with the State of New York, where the call was ar- 
rested on the last petition day; when 

Petitions were presented by Messrs. HOFFMAN, and on be- 
half of Mr. GRINNELL, FILLMORE, RUSSELL, HUNT, 
CHARLES JOHNSTON, CURTIS, CHITTENDEN, GATES, 
FINE. KEMBLE, MARVIN, MONROE, MORGAN, DOIG, 
STRONG, HAND, CHITTENDEN, FLOYD, LEONARD, 
oo DANA, EARL, BREWSTER, and PALEN, of 
NeW LOrK. 

Mr. GATES presented a petition praying Congress to pass a 
lw prohibiting the use of ardent spirits in the army and navy, 
and iw sale in the Capitol. 

~ HOPKINS moved to lay it on the table; which was disa- 
Teed to, 

Mr. GATES moved to refer it to a Select Committee; which 
motion was lost, on a count—ayes 46, noes 67. 

Mr. ADAMS demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. RAMSEY moved to refer it to the Committee on Mili- 
7 Affairs. 


t. CROCKETT said, if it was in order, he would move to 
lay it on the table. 

The SPEAKER said it would not be in order, inasmuch as 
the House had just refused to lay it on the table. 

Mr. HUBBARD said he thought the House had enough to do, 
Wi hout converting the Congress of the nation intoa temperance 
come He hoped the petition would Le disposed of sum- 

Mr. REED suggested that so much of it as related to the navy 
be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs; so much as re- 
\wed to the army, be referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
its; and so much as related to the sale of ardent spirits in the 
Capitol, be referred to a Select Committee. 

Mr. GATES gave his assent to the proposed dispositien. 

Mr. HUBBARD wished to know whether they had the con- 


—e power to organize the House into a temperance so- 


The SPEAKER said, under the rule, the petition must lie 
over, ar agcoused debate. 

¢. GA’ presented petitions upon the subject of slavery; 
and he wished to have itentered on the le that he had 
presented such petitions, and that the Speaker decided that, un- 
— rule, they could net be received. 
the SPEAKER said he could not make such entry on the 
—— chal never been the practice to note propositions 

= Which had not been received by the House. 

f. ADAMS contended that it was aright sacred to every 
Then to present the petitions committed to their charge. 
rahe Ouse could not, by any rule, deprive a member of the 

Pato present ~ petition, and have the decision of the 
SPeakeR the House upon it. Todeny it would be to de- 
a a member of one of his most sacred rights under the Cor.- 


Mir. CHAPMAN interrupted Mr. A. and inquired h 

the subject before the ee. - reste 
The C1AIR said he was under the impression that the gen- 

his arom Massachuse.ts was going to take an appeal from 
M apa he was out of order. 

Pe -ADAM3 said he had taken an appeal on the last petition 
¥, nd it was to that he was speaking, 


The CHAIR replied that that appeal had been decided, and 
the decision of the Cnarr was affirmed. ; 

Mr. ADAM 3 said, thea I will appeal again. I do not intend 
that the subject shal! be passed on so unceremoniously. Mr. 
A. then — from the decision of the Cuarr. 

The SPEAKER ciied decisions of his predecessors, which 
were sustained by a large vote of the House, that no notice 
should be taken on the journal of petitions which were not re- 
ceived under the rule. 

Mr. ADAMS made some few further remarks in support of 
his appeal, contending that the decisions c! the former Speaker 
were given under diflerent rujes and circumstances. 

Mr. FINE said he had had in his possession for some time,ma- 
ny petitions which he had not been afforded an opportunity to 

resent, and to effect that object and to save the time of the 
Touse, he would move the — question. 

The SPEAKER reiterated his decision that he could not en- 
tertain any motion in relation to petitions which were not re- 
ceived under the rule. 

The previous question was then seconded; and the main 
question having been ordered, which main question was “shall 
the decision of the Cuatr stand as the judgment of the House?’ 

Mr. ADAMS dematuled the yeas and nays; which were order- 
ed, and were yeas 119, nays 29—as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs Alford, Judson Allen, John W. Allen, Hugh 
J. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Black, Black- 
well, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Wm. 
O. Butler, John Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, Chapman, 
Chinn, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Conner, Mark A. Cooper, 
Wm. R. Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Craig, Crockett, Cri 
Cushing, Dana, John W. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dellett, 
Doan, Doiz, Dromgoole, Earll, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, 
Fletcher, Floyd, Galbraith, Rice Garland, Griffin, Habersham, 
Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, John Hill 
of North Carolina, Hillen, Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, Hub. 
bard, Hunt, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johason, Nathaniel 
Jones, Kein, Kemble, Kille, King, Leadbetier, Leet, Leonard, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCuiloh, McKay, Mallory, Mar- 
chand, Miller, Mitchell, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, 
Newhard, Nisbet, Paynter, Ramsey, Rhett, Edward Rogers, 
Jas. mage, Samuels, Shaw, Simonton, Albert Smith, Stanly, 
Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Swearingen, Sweney, Taliaferro, 
W. Thompson, J. Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Underwood, 
Vanderpoel, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Weller, John White, 
Wick, Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher 
H. Williams, and Worthington. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Baker, Brockway, Calhoun, Chit- 
tenden, Curtis, Edwards, Everett, Gates, Giddings, Goode, 
Hall, Wm. 8. Hastings, James, Kempshall, Lincoln, Morgan, 
C. Morris, Ogle, Palen, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, Saltonstall, 
Slade, John Smith, Truman Smith, Tillinghast, and Trum- 
bull—29. 

So the decision of the Cuarr was suetained. 

Mr. MARVIN prezented a petition from sundry citizens of 
Cataraugus county, New York, praying that the House may 
rescind the rule for the non-reception of Abolition petitions; 
which Mr. M. moved to refer to a select committee. 

Mr. BANKS moved to lay it on the table. 

Mr. JAMES demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas S4, nays 49, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Beirne, Blackwell, Burke, William O. Butler, John Campbeil, 
Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, Clifford, Coles, Con- 
ner, Mark A. Cooper, Wm. R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, 
Cross, Dana, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, 
Doig, Dromgoole, Earll, Eastman, Fine, Fisher, Fornance, 
Galbraith, Graves, Griffin, Habersham, John Hastings, Haw- 
kins, Hil! of North Carolina, Hillen, Hopkins, Joseph John- 
son, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leonard, Lucas, 
McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Samuel W. 
Morris, Newhard, Parse Pickens, Ramsey, Rhett, Robinson, 
James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, Stanly, Steenrod, 
Strong, Stuart, Swearingen, Sweney, ‘laliaferro, Francia 
Thomas, Jacob ‘Thompson, Triplett, Vanderpoel, Vroom, John 
Jared W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Wiliams, 
Christopher H. Williams, and Worthington—Ss4. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Baker, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, 
Calhoun, Chittenden, Corwin, Granston, Cushing, Davee, 
Everett, Fillmore, Fletcher, Floyd, Gates, Giddings, Goode, 
Ifali, Hand, William 8. Hastings, Henry, James, Charles 
Johnston, Kempshall, Lincoln, Lowell, Marvin, Morgan, C. 
Morris, Ogle, Osborne, Parmenter, Peck, Randall, Kandolph, 
Reed, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Russell, Slade, John Smith, 
Truman Smith, Storra, Tillinghast, Trumbull, Underwood, 
Thomas W. Williams, and Henry Williams—49., 

Mr. MORGAN presented a petition praying for the abo- 
lition of the slave trade in the District of Columbia. 

a CHAIR decided that it could not be received under the 
rule, 

Mr. MORGAN read the rule, and contended that there was no- 
thing in the rule which related to the slave trade in the Dis- 
teict of C_lumbia, though it referred to the slave trade in the 
Territories. 

Mr. ADAMS was of the same opinion, and took an appeal 
from the decision of the Cuarr. 

me, MORGAN demandei the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered. 

Mr. GIDDING was going on to debate the merits of the 
question of slavery, when 

Mr. COOt ER of Georgia called him to order. He was de- 
bating the merits of slavery, instead of endeavoring to show that 
the rule was not applicable to petitions praying the abolition of 
the slave trade in the District. He hoped he would be confined 
strictly to the question before the House. 

Mr. GIDDINGS then proceeded to show that the District ef 
Columbia was not a Territory; and that the rule for that reason 
did not include petitions of the above character. He further en- 
deavored to show that the rule was so constructed as studiously 
to avoid touching the question of the abolition of the slave 
trade in this District, and was again discussing the demerits of 
the slave question, when 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia again called him to order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS made some observation which was not 
heard by the Reporter; for which 

Mr. WELLER called him to order; when 

Mr. GRIFFIN of South Carolina objected to his proceeding 
further in his remarks; and 

The SPEAKER requested the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. G.] 
to take his seat. 

Mr. CRAIG thought his duty to his constitnents and the 
country imperiously demanded of him to put a stop to such a 





waste of time in unprofitable discussion; he therefore moved 
the previous queetion, which was seconded; and the main ques- 
tion ordered, whieh main question was, 

“Shall the decision of the Cuarr stand as the judgment of 
the House?” 

Mr. WELLER demanded the yeas and nays, which were or 
dered, and were—yeas 93, nays as follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Judson Allen, Andrews, Atherton, Banke, 
Beaty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Brewster, Burke, William O 
Buder, Bynum, Carr, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Con- 
ner, Mark A. Cooper, William R. Cooper, Craig, Cross, Davee, 
John W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Doig, Drom- 
om Eastinan, Fine, Floyd, Fornace, Griffin, Habersham, 

land, Hawkins, Jobn Hillof Va. John Mall of N.C. Hillen, 
Holleman, Howard, Hubbard, Jameson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kille, King, Lucas, McClellan, MeCul 
loh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Montanya, Moat- 
omery, Samuel W. Morris, Nisbet, Parmenter, Paynter, 

ickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Robinson, James Ro- 
gers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, Stanly, Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sweney, Taliaferro, 
Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Un- 
der wood, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, John White, 
Wick, Jared W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H 
Williams, and Worthingtoa—93. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Baker, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, 
Chittenden, Cranston, Cushing, Everett, Fietcher, Giddings, 
Goode, Hall, W.8. Hastings, Henry, Hunt,Jam Kempahall, 
Lincoln, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Randall, Randolph, Reed, 
Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Slade, John Smith, Truman 
Smith, Storrs, Tillinghast, and Trumbull— 33. 

So the decision of the Speaker was confirmed. 

{Mr. Earwu presented the petition of George Leach, of Onon- 
daga county, in the State of New York. The petitioner states 
that Charles Burzette was a soldier in the war of the Revolu- 
tion; that he was a pensioner, and died, leaving a widow; that 
his widow apphed to the War Department for the bounty land 
to which her late husband was entitled; that the Department 
decided that, by the law of descents of the State of New York, 
she was not entitled tothe iand. The petitioner further states 
that he married the granddaughter of the said widow, end has 
expended money in the supporting of the said widow, from 
whom he hasan assignment forthe said bounty land. The pe- 
titioner asks Congress to passa law securing to him the said 
bounty. Mr. E. moved its refrence to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims: it was so referred. Mr. E. also presented 
the petition of Erasmus Stove and 76 other citizens of the coun- 
ty of Onondaga, in New York, setting forth the necessity of 
having a general bankrupt law by Congress, #0 as to produee 
uniformity in all parts of the United States. The petitioners 
also urge several reasons calling for the immediate action of 
Congress: referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. Also, 
the petition of William Sabin and 52 other citizens of the county 
of Onondaga, in the State of New York, and observed that the 
petitioners assert that the use of intoxicating drinks for persona 
in health are unnecessary and injuriOus; that considering the 
temptations which beset officers, suldiers, and sailors, in the ar- 
my and navy, removed from the restraints of society, to in- 
dulge in ce drinks, and the facility with which the aborigines 
of this country form intemperate appetites;§and believing that 
any legislation which would exclude such driake from the ma- 
vy and army, while such drinks are permitted to be sold in the 
Capitol of the nation, involves an apparent inconsistency be- 
tween precept and example. The petitioners ask that an act 
may be passed at the present session ef Congress prohibiting 
the furnishing of any such drinks to the army, navy, or In- 
dians, within the jurisdiction of the United States; and that the 
duty on all imported intoxicating drinks be inereased; and also 
prohibiting such sales at the Capitol at Washington, or at or 
near any military or naval depot under the jurisdiction of the 
United States; and that every other means within the constitu- 
tional contro! of Congress may be used to discourage the manu- 
facture ofsuch drinks in the United States. Mr. E. moved its 
sooner to the Committee on Manufactures: it was #o re- 
ferred. ]} 

(Mr. Kempswacy of New York presented the following peti- 

tions, viz: Of 112 citizens of the city of Rochester, Monroe coun- 
New York, for the passage of Ja general bakrupt law. Also, of 
421 citizens of Rochester, New York, praying Congress to ap- 
propriate a portion of the public lands in aid ef constructing a 
railroad from foston to the Missis-ippi river, near the mouth 
of the Missouri river. Also, of 75 citizens of Orleans county, 
New York, for a further appropriation for the improvement of 
Oak Orchard harbor on Lake Ontario. Alse, of citizens of 
Youngstown, Ningara county, New York, for the same object. 
Also, of citizens of Racine, Wiskonsin, fur the construction of a 
harbor at that place.] 
(Mr. Hunt presented a petition of citizens of Troy,1n the State 
of New York, praying a reduction of postage upon letters, &e: 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roaide. 
Petition of citizens of the county of Renss-laer, New York, pray- 
ing a reduction of postage upon letters; referred to the Commit- 
tee on Post Office and Post Roads. Petition of Amos Green, 
et al. heirs at law of John Green, deceased, asking for arrear- 
ages of pension due the deceased: referred to the Committee on 
Revoluuionary Pensions. Petition of 59 citizens of Greenbush, 
Rensselaer county, New Yotk, praying Congress to prohibit the 
sale of intoxicating drinks in the Capitol, or at or near any mili- 
tary or naval depot or grounds under the United States’ juriadic- 
tion—and also to increase the duty on all imported intoxicating 
drinks: referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 
Memorial of ;the Common Council and citizens of Troy, in the 
State of New York, asking the establishment of a national 
foundry in the vicinity of that city: referred to the Select Com- 
mittee a charge of the subject and the memorial, &c. to be 
printed. } = 

(Mr. Stronc of New York presented a ition of sundry 
inhabitants of the county of Orleans, in the Siate of New York, 
praying for an appropriation to continue the improvement of 
Oak Orchard harbor, in said county: referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. Also, a petition of sundry inhabitants 
of Palmyra, in the county of Wayne, State o New York, pray- 
ing the passage of a general bankrupt law: referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary.] 

(Mr. Hann ted the fullowing memorial of G. Slow and 
5! others, citizens of Keesville, New York, praying for the 
passage of uniform Irws on the tof bankruptcy. Alike 
memorial from H. K. Averil and 12 others, citizens of Platte- 
burg. New York. The petition of 100 eitizens of Movers, 
Clinton county, New York, praying for the prehilition of the 
use of ardent spirits in the army, &¢, The petition of Ezra 
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‘Thuaber, that a certain suit instituted against him by the Uni- 
ted States be discontinued, &c. } 

By Messrs. FLETCHER, HALL, EVERETT, and SMITH 
of Verment. 

(Mr. FLercugr presented the resolutions of the Vermont Le- 
gisiature, upon the subject of the public lands. Resolution of 
the Vermont Legislature, for an equal distribution of the public 
lands. Resolution of the General Assembly of Vermont, rela- 
tive toslavery in the District of Columbia, and the slave trade. 
Resolutions of the General Assembly of Vermont, relative to 
the militia of the United States. Memoria! and resolutions of 
the military convention held at Norwich, August, 1839. Peti- 
tion and vouchers of Mevril Pillsbnry, for an increase of pen- 
sion. Petition and vouchers of Thomas Hoyt, for a pension.) 

By Messrs SMITH, STORRS, TRUMBULL, BROCK WAY, 
J. W. WILLIAMS, OSBORNE, of Connecticut. 

, Sy, Messrs. TILLINGHAST, CRANSTON, of Rhode 
Nand, 

By Messrs. REED, H. WILLIAMS, PARMENTER, LIN- 
OLN, BRIGGS, CUSHING, ADAMS, W. B. CALHOUN, 
HASTINGS, and BAKER, of Massachusetts. 

(Mr. PaRMaenrer, on Monday last, presented the petition of 
Charles Thompson, and 257 other Jegal voters of Charlestown, 
Massachusetis, for the passage of uniform laws on the subject 
of bankruptcy. The petition of Marshall Preston, and others, 
for a post route from Lowell, in Massachusetis, to Woonsocket 
Falls, in Rhode Island. The petition of George Thompson, and 
others, of Milton and Dorchester, Massachusetts, for reduction 
of rates of passage. The petition of Wm. H. Fessender, and 
others, of Sandwich, Massachusetts, for same purpose. Also, 
the petitions of Judith Saith, and 36 other women of Wal- 
tham; of Jarvis Lewis, and 80 others of Waltham; of Maria 
A. Drivers, and 42 other.women of Malden; of Robert Oliver, 
jr. and 74 others, of Malden; of James P. Woodbury, and 74 
others, of Acton; of Augusta Woodbury, and 94 other women 
of Acton; of Maria J. Bartlett, and 90 other women of Chelves 
ford; of Lucy A. Browne, and 47 other women of Sudbury; 
of E. ©, Stowell, and 59 other women of Townsend: all of 
Massachusetts, and praying for the recognition of the indepen- 
dence of the Ifaytian Government. Also, the petition of John 
White, and 54 others, of Acton; of Susan Hayward, and 34 
other women of Acton, Massachusetts, praying that the rule 
refusing to receive Abolition petitions may be rescinded. } 

{Mr. HMasrines of Massachusetts presented the following pe- 
titions: The petiuion of Lyman B. Larkin, and 123 other citizens 
of Wrentham, Mass. for a Congress of Nations, on the subject 
of peace and international law. The petition of Samuel D. Da- 
venport,and 119 others, of Hopkintoh, Mass. Of Hiram A. 
Morse, and 60 others, of Holliston, Mass. Of Samuel Clarke, 
and 67 others, of Uxbridge, Mass. for a reduction of letter post- 
uve. Of Edward J. Stearns, of Newton, Mass. for such a rate 
of postage on newspapers and periodicals, as shal! bear acertein 
proportion tothe subscription price 0! the same. The petition 
of George Adams and Edward Winslow, to be allowed their ex- 
penses and costs in defending against certain suits for the reco- 
very of duties, Hlegally assessed on importations of plated wire. 
The petition of 50 men aad 80 women of Mendon, Mass. praying 
the House to rescind its rule of January 28th, as to the reception 

{ -etitions. Also, thirteen petions from sundry persons in 
aston Roxbury, Braintree, Mendon, Medway, Dedham, Frank- 
lin, Houtsvon, Carlisle, and Upton, Mass. praying for the recog- 
nition of the Haytian Government; which were ordered to lie on 
the table. Also, petitions from thesame towns. and from West- 
borough and Medfield, Mass against the admission of Florida, 
and on slavery iu the District and Territories; the reception of 
which was refused under the rule of the 28th of January. ] 

(Mr. Lrincoin presented the following petitions, viz: of Da- 
vid Prouty and -t0 other citizens of Spencer, Massachusetts, 
praying Congress to reduce the rate of letter postage; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office an! Post 
Roads. Of Sylvanus Holbrook and others, and Joseph H. Per- 
rv and others, woollen manufacturers, of the county of Wor- 
cester, in the State of Massachusetts, complaining of evasions 
and frauds upon the revenue laws, and praying their revision, 
for the purpose of making them more effectual to the collec- 
tion of the duties; and, to this end, asking the appointment of 
a committee to investigate the facts inthe principal cities for 
the information of Congress; which petitions,on mouon of Mr. 
L.. were committed to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
otthe Union, to which had been referred a bill on the same 
subject, reported by the Committee on Manufactures. Of 
Persis Morgan, widow of Major Abner Morgan, an officer of the 
army of the Revolution, praying that she may be placed on the 
pension list of the widows of Revolutionary soldiers; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
Also, the memorials of Isaac Davis and 87 other citizens of 
Northboro, and of Joseph S. Wall and 54 other citizens of 
Worcester, in the State of Massachusetts, “deprecating the late 
action of the House of Represeniatives in denying the right of 
petition and remonstrance tothe people of the United States,” 
and asking (said Mr. L.) in their own emphatic languag>, “as a 
matter of right, guarantied by the Constitution, that the rule of 
January 28, 1840, on the subject of petitions, be immediately 
repealed,”’ Als, the following petitions, viz: of Cyrus P. Gros- 
venor and 177 other male citizens of Worcester; of Rebecca 
Goddard id 116 other women of Worcester; of Rachel F. 
Birdwell and (31 other women of Oxford; of Harriet S. San- 
ford and 128 other women of Boylston; of Austin K. Miles and 
132 other women of Shrewsbury; of Condon A. Rainsbury and 
36 other women of Grafton; of Betsey E. Jones and 232 other 
women of Ashburnham; of Elizabeth Muter and 72 other we- 
men of Auburn; of Jane Turneo and 180 other women of Mill- 
bury; of Betsey Hunter and 345 other women of Worcester; of 
Martha G. Hastings and 179 other women of Millbury; all in 
the fifth Congressional district of Massachusetts, praying Con- 
cress forthwith to recognise the independence of the Haytian 
Government: laid on the table by order of the House. Mr. L. 
stated that he had numerous other petitions, signed by some 
thousande of his constituents, male and female, praying Con- 
gress to reject all proposals for the aimission of Florida, as a 
slave State, iato the Union; and also praying Congress to abo- 
lish slavery and the slave trade in the District of Columbia and 
the Territories of the United States; which. under the applica- 
non of the rule of the House, were precluded frem being re- 
ceived.] 


By Messrs. WILLIAMS, SHAW, ATHERTON, EASTMAN 
and BURKE, of New Hampshire, 

(Mr. Saw presented’ the following petitions: of Abraham 
Morrill, praying that ceriain contracts tor clothing between him 
and the Government, during the last war, may be made good: 
referred to the Commities on Claims. Of Olive Rindge Watt 
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praying tor a pension in consequence of the loss of her only 
son in the army ofthe United States: referred to the Committee 
on Nava!) Affairs. Of Julia 8. Horton, praying for a pension for 
services rendered by her father in the Revoluuonary war: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. Of Simon 
8. Morril, praying to be placed on the roll ofinvalid pensioners: 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. Ot Jeremiah 
Noble and Moses Nubile, owners of the schooner Privado, pray- 
ing for a fishing bounty: referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. Also, the petition and memorial of Samuel E, Caues, 
and 157 others, citizens of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, upon 
the subject of a Congress of Nations, for an international 
law. 

Mr. 8. stated that many of the signers were known to him 
personally, and many by reputaticn. They were ofboth poli- 
tical parties, of different sects of religion, and were engaged in 
different pursuits of life. They were gentlemen of respecta- 
bility, intelligence, and good standing in society; that they set 
forth that this memorial was the result of a thorough examina- 
tion of the subject to which it refers. He moved that it he re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and printed; but 
it was ordered to lie on the table } 

(Mr. J. W. WittiaMs of N. Hampshire presented the petition 
of J. M. Broadhead for an allowance for apprehending certain 
deserters from the marine corps. Also, certain resolutions of 
the Legislature of New Hampshire against the distribution of 
the proceeds of sales of public lands. ] 

[Mc. Burke presented the petitions of Thomas Butman for er- 
vices performed in the war of the Revolution. Of Ebenezer Jones 
and others. Of David Brigham and others. Of Cyrus Clement 
and others. Of Samuel Morse and others, complaining of in- 
fractions of the revenue laws and defects in the same, and 
praying f$r their revision. Of Cyrus Chase and others, in- 
— - the port of Salem, Mass. praying for an increase of 
Salaries. 

(Mr. EastMAN presented the petitions of Augustine Blanchard 
and others prayingthat the laws for the collection of duties may 
be made effectual for the prevention of frauds. Of Stephen 
Moody and others, citizens of New Hampshire, for a reduction 
in the rates of postage. ] 

By Messrs. SMITH, ANDERSON, DAVEE, LOWELL 
CLIFFORD, and RANDALL, of Maine. 

(Mr. Lowett presented the following: Petition of John Hor. 
ton, and other owners of the schooner Cod Hook, of Bluehill, 
Maine, tor an allowance of fishing bounty on said vessel for the 
year 1838. Petition of Benjamin Wood, and 86 other masters, 
owners, and others interested in vessels, for the erection of 
buoys and beacons, in the thoroughfares of the Fox islands and 
Deer islands, and a light-house on Mark island, west entrance 
of Deer islands, Thoroughfare, Maine. Petition of Wm. Ful- 
terton, and other owners of the fishing schconer Joanna, for 
allowance of bounty. Petition of James Whitney and Charles 
R. Gibbons, owners of the steamer North America, praying 
for an alteration in the law of the United States, imposing re- 
strictions on vessels bringing into the United States, from foreign 
places, more than a certain number of passengers; and also of 
the laws imposing aduty on coals, so far as to permit coals for 
the use of said steamer to be imported free of duty; which were 
severally referred to the Committee on Commerce. Petition of 
E Birnard, and 70 other citizens of Bucksport. Maine, praying 
for a ‘reduction of the rates of postage. Petition of Charles 
Lowell. and 160 other citizens of Elisworih, Maine, for a reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage. Petition of Nathan Sleeper, and 
39 other citizens of Greenfield, Maine, for the establishment of 
a mail route from Milford, in the county of Penobscot, to 
Winslow’s Mills, in Greenfield; which were severally referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. Petition 
of Andrew Peters, and 58 other citizens of Hancock county, 
Maine, praying for an appropriation to improve the navigation 
of Union river, in said county. Petition of Joseph A. Deane, 
and 59 other citizens of the district of Frenehman‘s Bay, in 
Maine, for an erection of a light-house on the Western Head, at 
Bass harbor, in said State; which were severally referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. Memorial of Edward H. Wiswell, 
and 46 other inhabitants of East Machias, Maine; of Freeman 
Kingsby, and 65 other inhabitants of Cherryfield, Maine; of 
Isaac O’ Bear, and 165 other inhabitants of Mt. Desert and Sea- 
ville, Maine; of Wm. A. Crocker, and 46 other inhabitants of 
Machias, Maine; of C. C. Bradbury, and 63 other inhabitants of 
Hodgden. Maine; and of Neal D. Shaw, and 53 other inhabi- 
tantsof Raring, Maine; praying Congress to reject all propo- 
sals for the annexation of Texas to the Union; which were 
laid on thetable. Petition of Edward H. Wiswell. and 46 other 
inhabitants of East Machias, Maine; of Wm. A. Crocker, and 
45 other inhabitants of Machias, Maine; of John Brown, jr. and 
154 other inhabitants of Mt. Desert and Seaville, Maine; of 
Francis P. Hunter, and 57 other inhabitants of Hodgdon, Maine; 
of Neal D. Shaw, and 49 other inhabitants of Baring, Maine; 
and of Robert Foster, and 65 other inhabitants of Cherryfield, 
Maine; praying for the recognition by the United States of the 
independence of Hayti; which were laid on the table. Petition 
of the members of the bar, and others, in the county of Wash- 
ington, Maine, fora removal of the United States district court 
from Wiscasset to Bangor, an! the circuit court from Wiscas- 
set to Portland, Maine; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Jndiciarv. Mr. L. also presented the resolves of the 
Legislatu eof Maine, in relation to an appropriation for the 
purchase of repeating arms, inanufactured by Mighill Nutting, 
of Portland, Maine; which were referred to the Committee on 
the Militia, and ordered to be printed. } 

By Mr. GIDDINGS of Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. WELLER, 

The House (at 5 o’clock) adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tvurspay, March, 31, 1840. 


Mr. NORVELL presented an affidavit in relation to the La- 
venture claim: which was laid on the table. } 

Mr. WHITE presented the joint resolutions of the Legisla- 
ture of Indiana in favor of granting the franking privilege to the 
officers of Agricultural societies; which were laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W. also presented resolutions of the General Assembly 
of Iodiana to obtain a grant of the public lands for the improve- 
ment of the two White rivers in that State; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands, and ordered to 
be printed. : j 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of certain relatives of 
General Nicholas Herkimer, who died of wounds received at the 
bate of Oriskany, in the Revolutionary war, praying a 
to renew an appropriation of five hundred dollars made by a 











resolution of the old Congress in Ostober, 1777, to erect & monv- 


ment to General Merkimer; which was ’ 
— meverouenany Clatinge referred to the Commis. 
r. W, also presented the memorial of a ie 
of ree re. New York, praying aon nape 
enetal ban t ; i ‘ a 
the Judit “ag w; which was referred to the Committee oy 
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— of i Siate tem York, praying for the mapas ; 
ca oreign silk; which wasreferredto the Committee on 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of a ve 
of inhabitants of New York, praying for the entice ae namber 
of the antes privilege, “4 a ‘eduction of the rates of 0 
age; which was referred to the Committee 
and Post Roads. on the Post Office 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial ofthe nat 
of Livingston county, New York, which states that while by la 
they are compelled tobear armsin defence of their od: we 
country, the principle of perpetual allegiance asserted b a 
of the Governments of the world, placed them in a cussion vot 
peculiar peril, and praying Congress to take such omaeee : 
may remedy the evil complained of; which was referred to he 
Committee ‘on the Judiciary. = 
: Mr. W. also presented a similar memorial from the natural 
ized ciuzens of Monroe eounty, N. Y.; which was referred to 
the same committee. 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of Thomas 
ing remuneration for expense and trouble incurred i 
ing the naval school system; which was referred tot 
tee on Naval Aflairs. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of Owen McCye- 
= was referred to the Committee on the District of Co. 

umbia. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented the joint resolutions of the 
Legislature of Indiana, instructing their Senators, and request. 
ing their Representatives to vote for a bill to repeal the duty on 
imported salt. 

Mr. S. said he would neither resign nor disobey; but, when 
the bill introduced by the Senator from Missouri, (Mr. Brntox,] 
for the repeal of the duty on salt, came up for consideration, ; 
should have his support. : 

The resolutions were laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. 8. also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of 
Indiana, asking a grant of public land to the State of Indiana: 
which was ref-rred to the Committee on the Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial of citizens of Oneida 
county, praying for an imposition of duty on foreign manufac. 
tures, so as effectually tv protect our our domestic manufac. 
tures: which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented a memorial of citizens of 
Cherokee county, Alabama, setting forth the advantages of a 
speedy sale of the public landsin that county, and praying that 
Congress may take measures to expedite their sale; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to 
which was referred a bill to amend an act, entitled An act con- 
firming certain land claims in the State of Michigan, made an 
adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN, from the Select Committee on the Oregon Terri. 
tory, to which was referred the resolution of the 18th December 
last, reported a substitute therefor; which was read, and ordered 
to be printed. 

The ‘substitute asserts the title of the United States; autho. 
rises the President to take such measuresas may be necessary to 
protect the persons and property of citizens of the United States 
resident thereon, and to erect a line of military posts from Fort 
Leavenworth to the Rocky mountains for the protection of In. 
dian traders; providesthat when the boundaries are settled, one 
thousand acres of land shall be granted tv each white male in- 
habitant of eighteen years of ag ; and for the appointment ofan 
additional Indian agent. } 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on{Claims, to which 
was referred the bill for the relief of Thomas Fillebrown, Jr. 
made an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be 


printed. 
ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

The resolution submitted some time since by Mr. Lumpxry, 
fixing the adjournment of Congress on the 18th of May, being 
taken up, 

Mr. LUMPKIN hoped that a vote might be taken on the re- 
solution. His own opinion on the subject was unchanged, and 
he believed, as he had formerly taken occasion to say, that the 
business of the country would be greatly accelerated ifa defi. 
nite day was fixed for the adjournment. He was aware thal a 
majority of the Senate differed with him as to the time men 
tioned; but if it was tco early, the resolution mizht be amended 
so as to fix it at a more remote day; but he hoped that some day 
would be designated. ; 

Mr. NORVELL thought that Congress could not with pro- 
priety fix a day for adjournment until intelligence was received 
of the action of the British Government on the propositions sub- 
mitted to her in relation to the boundary question. With @ 
view, however, of disposing of this matter for the present, he 
would move that the resolution, with the bill, introduced by 
him some days since, fixing the day of meeting for the next se 
sion, be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. . 

No one appearing to object, the question was about being 
put, when . 

Mr MOUTON observed that he considered it a very sing" 
lar direction to give this resolution, and he was very much sur: 
prised that his friend from Georgia (Mr. Lumpxin] should be 
quiesce in it, as he considered it equivalent to a rejection of the 
resolution. : h 

Mr. LUMPKIN said he was compelled to yield to what x 
could not avoid. His friend from Louisiana and himself ha 
the same opinion on this subject, but the majority ef the 
nate thought differently, and they had the power to —— 
direction to the resolution they thought proper. He. os 
deavored repeatedly to get a direct vote on his proposition. cht 
had even asked it asa rersonal favor; but it was not ee 
properto grant his request, and he bowed to the will 0 


majority. He therefore hoped his friend from Loutsiane om 
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perceive that there was no ground for b. ing surpr 
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Mr. BUCHANAN said he agreed with the Senator from ‘ls 
gia on this subject. aud had voted with him throughout 
legislative experience, which was not short, had taug 
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the sessivd. As to this question of the Northeastern boundary, 
. British Government last July (he spoke from recollection) 
mitted a proposition to this Government for its settlement. 
wie not proving satisfactory, our Government submitted to 
the Brivigtt Government a counter projet, to which, as yet, no 
werhas been received. He waa very gladto learn from the 
wevmunciation of the British Minister, which was read in this 
— on Thursday last, though he did not like the temper 
veplayed in that paper, that an answer might be shortly 
ied. When the expected answer to our counter 
oe js received, we will see daylight on this ques- 
= We will then be informed whether the British Go- 
yernment accedes to the proposition, and is disposed to 
yule it_amicably, or whether she refuses, and in that 
event we "will know what we have to do. He was not willing 
ip vote for axing the 18th of May as the day of adjournment, 
put he thought that in all human probability the reply of the 
British Government would be received before the first of June. 
should that answer be unpropitious, which Heaven forbid, we 
can postpone it until such measures can be passed as we may 
deem necessary for the protection of the country. — ; 

Mr. LUMPKIN having acceded to the modification of his re- 
slution, es suagested by Mc, BucHanan, . 

Mr. ALLEN said he would vote against the resolution under 
consideration, or any other proposing to fix a day for the ad- 
jourament of Congress, in the present state of our foreign rela- 

He would consider a vote fixing a day of adjourn- 
ment, at the present moment, when we are in expectation of the 
receipt of important intelligence from Greet Britain, as equiva- 
ieot to a declaration that we deemed the anticipated answer of 
the British Government as of no moment, whereas that answer 
might involve us in the most serious difficulties with that 
Mr, BENTON said he was opposed to acting on this ques- 
tion of adjouroment at the presenttime. He was one of those 
who anxiously desired peace—peace with all nations; but he was 
also of opinion, that to preserve peace we should show to the 
world that we were prepared to defend ourselves. And he was 
aisoof opinion that the manner in which we had squandered 
the public money among the several States, hal encouraged a 
foreign nation to push us to a point. Our immense froniier, 
embracing an extent of not less than six thousand miles, as is 
generally known, is in as defenceless a condition as could be 
wished by an enemy. It was even, in some respects, 
in a worse eituation than at the commencement of 
th: last war with Great Britain. To be sure, we 
had some fortifications; but many of them were 
without armaments, and defenceless, and could be taken pos- 
session of by an enemy, and made a means of annoyance to us, 
igstead of defence. They would be turned agatnst us, instead 
of being useful against our enemies. The Senate some days 
since passed a resolution which was offered by the Senator from 
Michigan, (Mr. NorvELL,] calling on the Secretary of War for 
uch information as he possessed relative to warlike pre- 
parations by @ neighboring nation on the Northern and 
Northeastern frontier. The reply to that resolution 
has not yet been received, but every Senator is aware 
that exensive preparations are going on along the whole 
line of our Northern frontier—from Lake Superior to Passaire- 
quoddy bay. That along this whole line, tie British Govern 
mentare not only constructing permanent fortifications, which 
everynation has an unquestioned right to do, but that she is also 
constructing field works, which imply approaching operations 
and which, under the laws of nations, we had a right to deman 
what occasion they were intended for. But we need not con- 
fine our observation to our Northern frontier for signs of warlike 
preparation, but we may look to the mouth of the Columbia, 
that important portion of our territory which my friend and 
colleague [Mr. Linn] so appropriately and perseveringly en- 
deavorsto turn Our attention to. Not only to the mouth of that 
important river, but to the Bermudas, may our attention be 
turned to the warlike preparations that are being made. We 
can also point to the Bahamas—to the greatly increased facility 
of communication between Great Britain and Halifax—to the 
concentration of troops in provinces bordering on our frontier; 
all exhibited evidences of preparing for a state of hostilities. 

Mr. President, it is time that we cease plundering our coun- 
try,and begin to defend it. The miserable business of dividing 
surplus revenue and land revenue, should be scouted from our 
councils. The armor of defence is what the nation should 
wear. If we wish to preserve peace, we must show a will to re- 
sist aggression. The nation which refuses to defend itself in- 
vies aggression. The dark clouds are gathering around us. We 
see them far above the horizon, North, South, East and West. 
Great Britain prepares at all points; we remain supine; Con- 
gress remains supine. All the admonitions ofthe late and present 
Administrations to prepare in peace for war, have been disre- 
carded; and now we are taunted with our defenceless state. At the 
last session of Congress, resolutions requiring the heads of the 
War and Navy Departments to submit plans for the general and 


rmanent defence for the country, were sent from thischam- ~ 


t. One of these Departments has answered this resolu- 
tion; the other is preparing it. When they come in, we shall 
see what the general and permanent defence of the country re- 
quires; we shall have a general plan to discuss. In the mean- 
ume, impending events may require accelerated action: and he 
was not fx adjourning, or even discussing the question of ad- 
jurnment, until these events were further developed. While 
the question with England wore its present aspect, he deemed 
nether wise nor politic to discussan ailjournment. It would 
look like saying we would do nothing to defend our-elves, and 
thereby would encourage and embolden the power whose pre- 
parauons NOW menace us. It would operate as an encourage- 
ment to Great Britain to comtinue to push us—to continue to 
press and bear upon us; and from that pressure , collision and 
explosion might ensue. He was for deferring the question of 
adjournment until the public business was attended to, and es- 
ote the question with England changed its aspect. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved that the resolution be laid upon the ta- 
ble, but withdrew it at the request of 

Mr. NORVELL, who w to be informed by the chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs, whether it was the 
intention of the committee to report, at aday not very remote, a 
bill for the defence of the country. 

Mr. BENTON said an answer to this question was intended in 
previous remarks. The committee had delayed their action, 
until a report from one of the Departments, which was expect- 
ed atan early day, should be received. 
oan some remarks from Mr. PRENTISS in favor of the 
on: 


Mr. LINN said, as his constituents La! a right to kaow his 
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reasons for voting against this resolution, he would briefly state 
them. If he was asked will Congress be ready to adjourn on 
the Ist of June, he would answer in the negative 

Mr. L. then adverted to the amount of private business be- 
fore them, and said that, independent of any exiranesus mat- 
ters, and jeaving entirely out of view the threatening aspect of 
our foreign relations adverted to by his colleague, (Mr. Ben- 
TON, ] it was not probable they would be ready for adjournment 
at the time designated. Let us, sald Mr. L. industriously set 
about doing the business before us, and when we see our way 
through it, let us then fix a day for adjournment. 

Mr. TALLMADGE spoke at some length in opposition to the 
resolution. It was fixing a day much earlier than usual, when, 
owing tu peculiar circumstances in the other branch of Con- 
gress, the public business was several weeks behind its usual 
state of forwardness at this period of the session. He was for 
remaining here until the public business was perfected, or 
otherwise all the time spent in maturing it would go for no- 
thing. He alluded to the necessity of passing a bankrupt law, 
which had been so loudly called tor by the community, and on 
which there was such a perfect unanimiiy of sentiment. He 
was willing to remain here until all the business that was be- 
fore them was perfected and disposed of, and he considered 
that to be the true economy. 

The question was then taken on laying the resolution on 
~ table, and decided in the affirmative—ayes 23, noes 17, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Meassrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Cuthbert, Grundy, 
Linn, Merrick, Novell, Phelps, Pierce, Porter, Preston 
Roane, Robinson, Kugeles, Smith of Indiana, Strange, Stur- 
geon, Tallmadge, Tappan, White, Wrighi and Youug—23 

NAYS --Mersrs. Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay o1 Ala- 
Dama, Clay of Kentucky, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Hubbard, 
King, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nichulas, Prentiss, Sevier, and 
Southard —17. 

CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

The bill for the continuation of the Cumberland road in the 
Statesof Ohio, Indiana, and Iilinois, was then taken up, the 
question being on the amendment proposed by Mr. CLay of 
Alabama, to strike out the two per cent. clause. 

Mr. WRIGHT addressed the Senate at length in opposition 
to the amendment, and was followed by Messrs. CLAY of Ala- 
bama and PHELPS, inreply, and Mr. SMITH of Indiana in sup- 
port of the bill. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky proposed a modification of the 
amendment of Mr. CLay of Alabama; pending the considera- 
tion of which, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvuespay, March 31, 1840. 

After an ineffectual attempt on the part of Mr. Bricas to 
amend the journal, 

Mr. ADAMS rose and said that he had a request to make of 
the fTouse, in consequence ofa letter which he received yester- 
day from the Secretary of the Treasury. The letter was short, 
and he desired thatit might be read, as the House would then be 
the better enabled to understand and judge of the propriety of 
the request he was about to make. 

The letrer was then read. 

Mr. ADAMS then observed that the bill referred to in the let- 
ter ofthe Secretary, was reported by the Committee on Manu- 
factures on the 5th March last, [No. 100,] to insure the more 
faithful execution of the laws in relation to the collection of 
duties on imports. The object was to suppress and —- 
some of those numerous frauds on the revenue, of which there 
had been so much complaint, and with which the Administra- 
tion of the Government had so much cause to be dissatisfied, 
He did ask the House, at the time he reported this bill, to make 
it the special order for some certain day. This the House did 
not think proper then to grant. He now took the first moment 
after receiving the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, to 
make the same request; and he would propose to make the bill 
the special order for this day fortnight, to take precedence over 
all other business. 

Mr. POPE suggested whether it would not be better for the 
gentleman to fix on some earlier day. 

Mr. ADAMS replied that it would be more agreeable to 
him to fix on this day week, if such was the pleasure of the 
House. 

Mr. CONNER would suggest to the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts to except the appropriation bills in giving this bill the 
precedence over a!l other business. Although he admitted that 
this was an important measure, yet it was not more so than the 
bills providing for carrying on the operations of the Govern- 
ment, and should not take precedence over them. The chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, he understood, in- 
tended to ask the House to take up the civil and diplomatic ap- 
propriation bill to-day, and it was very well known that appro- 
priations for this branch of the public service was now wanted, 
and _ the claims of some individuals had even been pro- 
tested. 

Mr. RHETT urged the great necessity of acting on the navy 
appropriation bill. 

Mr. ADAMS objected to excepting the appropriation bills, 
because it was known to all that when they came up, they 
generally gave rise to debates, lasting three or four weeks. He 
wished to state that he made his motion in consequence of the 
letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, and from a sincere de- 
sire to accommodate those who haye the adrrinistration of the 
affairs of the country, in relation to the execution of their ap- 
propriate duties, and more especially in relation to the raising 
of a certain revenue for the wants of the Government. He was 
perfectly willing to take this day week, and that would give 
time enough to enable the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means to bring up the appropriation bills. 

Mr. CONNER moved to amend the motion of the gentleman 
from Maseachueetts by adding the words “with the exception 
of the appropriation bills;” the effect of the amendment being 
to give the bill the preference over all other business, with the 
exception of appropriation bi Is. 

Mr. EVERETT inquired of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts whether. in his opinion, the bill would give rise to debate? 

Mr. ADAMS apprehended that a bill of this importance could 
not pass without some discuussion. With respect to the 
amendment of the gentleman from North Carolina, if it should 
be the pleasure House to pass it, he would acquiesce, but he 
apprehended that it would virtually defeat the propesition; for 
if 


the appropriation bills were once taken up, a debate of per- ~ 


haps weeks would ensue, and the objects of the Administration 
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in regard to this bill would be defeated. Such should not be 
the case with his consent. 

Mr. CONNER was aware of the importance of this bill, but 
every gentleman knew that it would occupy as much time in 
dabate as one of the appropriation bills. Mr. C. insisted on 
the propriety of his amendment, as the appropriation bills were 
of more importance to the country than the one under conside- 
Tatoo, Important as ll waa, 

Alter some remarks from Mr. SMITH of Maine, 

The question was taken on Mr. Conner’s amendment, and it 
was adopted—ayes 78, noes 53. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to make the bill the special order for two 


o’clock to-day; but after some objections from Mr. DROM- 
GOOLE, withdrew his motion. 


Mr. ADAMS then modified his motion so as to make the bill 
he order of the day for this day week, which motion, as amend- 
ed, was agreed to—ayes 83, noes 41. 

The following is extracted from the Intelli- 
gencer’s report of yesterday’s proceedings: 

Mr. W. THOMPSON obtained leave to make a brief persen- 
al explanation—portions only of which were heard by the 
Reporter with any think like distinctness. ‘The following state- 
ment of the exp'anation and reply, as written out by Mr. T. 


were handed to the Reporter by that gentleman for publica- 
tion: 


Mr. W. THOMPSON said that he had announced, a few 
days since, that when the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Duncan] 
should be in his seat, he desired a few moments indulgence of 
the House in a matter personal to himself. Mr. T. had seen in 
the Globe that which purported to be the remarks of Mr. Dun- 
CAN, in which there were inaccuracies of staten ents of hia 
(Mr. T’s) arguments, accompanied with grossly offensive per- 
soual remarks. Mr. T. had heard the speeeh of the honorable 
member, and had not heard any such language as is attributed 
tou him. He has since read the speech of the gentleman as re- 
ported by himself, and there is not only nothing like the lan- 
guage reported in the Globe, but nothing to which Mr. T. has 
any right to take exception. Mr. T. was glad it wasso. The 
misstatement is the act, not of the genueman from Ohio, but of 
one of the Reporters on that bench—no, not Reporters, but ha- 
bitual falsifiers of the debates in this House. 

Mr. DUNCAN said the gentleman was rather too harsh upon 
the reporters. He may have used some such expressions, but 
oo dia, they were so qualified as to make them unexception- 
able. 

Mr. T. read the following passage from the Globe, and asked 
ifthe gentleman had used that language? 

“One of those charges was made by the gentleman from South 
Carolina, {Mr. THomMpson,] that neriher the President in his 
message, nor the Secretary of the Treasury in his report, had in- 
timated that there would be any deficit in the Treasury, or any 
necessity for the issue of these Treasury notes. The gentleman 
made this charge when he had these documents in his hand, 
commenting upon them. Now this charge was without founda- 
tion, and the gentleman must have known it.’’ 

Mr. DUNCAN replied. If Tdid, it was with such qualifica- 
tions as to have made them unexceptionable, and without any 
imputation upon the gentleman from South Carolina, 

In addition to the above remarks of Mr. Tromp- 
SON as written out by himself for the latelligencer, 
he a'so said, that 


“The report was made by one of the persons sitting on that 
bench, [pointing to the bench occupied by the Globe Reporters} 
hired libellers, who are not reporters of our proceedings, but 
falsifiers of our proceedings, and incapable of speaking the truth 
on any occasion. 1 feel that I degrade myself by noticing then , 
and would not have done so but for the circumstances of the 
case.’’* 

Tbe SPEAKER then announced the business before the 
House to be the amendment of the gentleman from Louisiana, 
{Mr. Garianp,] to discharee the Committee of Elections from 
the further Lonsideration of certam papers, en the motion of 
the chairman to print the report of the committee, 

Mr. MEDILL, who had the floor, continued his remarks in 
defence of the report, until the expiration of the motning hour; 






































when 

Mr. MORGAN of New York moved that the House proceed 
to the orders of the day. 

Mr. CAMPBELL hoped the House would go on with the bu- 
siness before it, and endeavor to bring the queation to a final de- 
cision. 

Mr. BELL had no objection, if the gentleman could cenclude 
within a reasonable time. 

Mr. MORGAN insisting on his motion, the yeas and nays 
were asked and ordered. 

Mr. DAWSON hoped this question of the New Jervey elec- 
tion would be disposed of as soon as possible, that the House 
might proceed to the consideration of the public business, and 
that he might have an opportunity to offer a resolution similar 
to that which had been offered by his colleague in another 
branch of the Legislature, providing for the adjourumeni of 
Congress on a particular day. 

Mr. PROFFIT called for the yeas and nays, which were or- 
d- red, and roll having been called over, the question was vs- 
cided tn the affirmative—yeas 82, nays 70. 

Sv the House determined on proceeding to the orders of the 


day. 
The Senate bills on the pgAKer’s table were then severally 
taken up and referred; after which, 


The bill to secure the freedom of elections, and to prevent 


“The Reporter who made the brief synopsis of the remarks 
of Mr. Duncan, of which that gentleman did not complain, 
cannot consent, as an American citizen, (though he may be 
compelled to submit as a Reporter,) to have his cha- 
racter assailed in consideration of the poor privilege of 
being permitted to hold a seat in the hall, more fre- 
quently than otherwise to report the outpourings of abuse 
upon himeelf. However humble that gentleman may consider 
the Reporter, and though he mav arzstocratically assume that 
he degrades himself by neticing him, -he is willing, 
where he is known, to compare character with that dignified 
gentleman— whether moral or political—and leave it to the 
public to judge to which Ais language is most applicable, and 
which could the most easily be bent to the purposes of a 
“hired libeller and habitual falsifier, incapable of speaking the 
truth on any occasion.” 

Persons who attend the Hall of Representatives, and who 
are witnesses of the confusion, which at times prevails, may 
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readily imagine with what difficulty the Reporter can hear 
the epoaker, however acute his sense of hearing. It is fre- 
quentiy, almost impossible for the Reporters to apprehend 
the remarks of members. The Reporters of the Globe have 
always held themselves bound, as they now do, to make prompt 
correction of any errors which they may have committed, or 
may hereafter commit. It certainly would be more magnani- 
mous to the Reporters, if not more decorous tothe House, for 
gentiemen to call upon them and demand (if there be neces- 
sity for demand) that 7 should correct their errors, instead of 
consuming the time of the House, and causing the delay of the 
public business, by entertaining the galleries in indecorous, 
malignant, and uncharitable denunciation against individuals, 
who have not the poor privilege of repelling it on the spot in a 
becoming manner, however unfounded or illiberal those 
charges might be. And how much more wouldit show a want 
of magnanimity in a gentleman armed with the tremendous 
powers of the Constitution—and in whom, perchance, was the 
embodiment of all the chivairy of the House— for the purpose 
of attracting the admiring gaze of the galleries, to swagger forth, 
conscious of his giant powers, and “degrade” himself by at- 
tacking a puny and defenceless Reporter! Laurels gained in 
a contest, under such circumstances, would, methinks, wither 
on the brow of the assailant before he returned to his consti- 
tuency. 









W. W.C. reporter. 


It is known, in the House of Representatives, that there are 
two Reporters for the Globe, and the one who did not make 
the report to which Mr. W. Tuompson takes exception, only 
feels it necessary to repel, with scorn, the charge that was made 
equally against both Reporters; and he calls upon the honora- 
ble gentleman to point out how, when, and where, he ever li- 
belled or misrepresented any body, or made a false reportof the 
proceedings of the House. 

The gentleman, in stating that he felt himself degraded 
by noticing the Reporters for the Globe, did not make him- 
self sufficiently intelligible. If he assumed a_ superiority 
in rank, it is only necessary to reply, that the day has gone by 
when aristocratical distinctions could be tolerated in this coun- 
try. The Reporier is a ciizen of the United States; and a 
member of Congress is nothing more. Ifhe assumeda supe- 
riority in virtue and intellect, the ready reply is: that is a mat- 
ter for the public, and not for the genleman himself to decide 
upon, L. W. jr. 





IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, April 1, 1840. 


Mr DAVIS presented a memorial from J. J. Robertson, pray- 
ing that the children of American foreign misstunaries, born 
abroad, may be accounted native American citizens; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. a presented the memorial of the heirs of John Chal- 
mera, praying compensation for property destroyed by the ene 
my during the last war; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 
the interference of Federal officers therein, was taken up; 
and 
Mr. BELL addressed the House at great length in its support. 
Mr. B. however, before finishing, gave way at the earnest soli- 
citation of Mr. Curtis, Mr. Resp, Mr. SALTONSTALL, and other 
geutiemen, for a mouon to go into Committee of the Whole on 
the Senate bill to remit the penalties paid by vessels engaged in 
the whale fishery, and to legalize their registers, which had 
been reported from the Committee on Commerce with an 
amendment. 

No opposition was made to the bill. The amendment was 
agreed Ww, and the b:!i, asamended, reported tothe House, when 
it was read a third Lime, and passed forthwith, 

Mr. BELL then resuined the floor, but, alter occupying it for 
a very short time, yielded to a mouon for adjournment. 

And thereupon, the House adjourned. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he held in his hand six memorials 
from inhabitants of Ohio, on the subject of domestic siavery, 
which he supposed would take the usual course of such pet- 
ons. 

The question of reception was, on motion by Mr. KING, laid 
on the table 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial, signed by a large 
number of citizens of Boston, praying for the passage of a gene- 
ral bankruptlaw; which was referred to the Commit ee on the 
Judiciary. : 

Mr. W. said, that with permission of the Senate, he would 
now ask leave to bring in the bill on this subject, of which he 

ave notice two or three days since. fle did not wish to be un- 
Socstead as intending to iuterfere with the labors of the com- 
mittee who had this subject before them, He had devoted con- 
siderable attention to this matter, and had examined the various 
British statutes in relation to K, and had endeavored to frame a 
hill which would combine the desirable qualities of brevity, 
cheapness, and despatch. The bill consisted ef thirteen sec- 
tions, which were not long, and we e very simple in their pro- 
visions. They embrace the cases of voluntary bankruptcy 
and involuntary bankruptcy, and thought that it would ensure 
the cheap and speedy distribution of the assets. If the biil met 
the approbation of the commitiee to which it would be referred, it 
would give him much pleasure; if they thought it needled amend- 
ment, they would of course amend it; and if its only effect would 
be to assist the labors of the committee in perfecting a bill, he 
would be satisfied, his great object being to further the progress 
of the measure. He moved that the bill be read, and referred to 
the Commitiee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WALL said that he was gratified that the Senator from 
Massachusetis had introduced his promised bill, an@ he would 
beg leave to ask the Senator from New York |Mc. TALLMADGE} 
if he was prepared to introduce the bill of which he had given 
notice. There could be but one object in relation to this mea- 
sure, and that was to have itas perfect as possible. He hoped 
that the bill submitted by the Senator from Massachusetts 
might be printed, so that Senators might have their attention 
directed to the subject before they were called upon to act 


ou it. ; 

Mr. TALLMADGE made some remarks in reply, bat in so 
low a tone as not to be heard by the Reporter. He was under- 
stood to say, however, that he would in a few days ask leave to 
rntroduce a bill on the subject. ES 

The bill was then referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the memorial of sundry citizens of 
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: Joncerd, N. H. praying for the passage of a generai bankrupt 
aw; 

Mr. WHITE presented a similar memorial from citizens of 
Laporte, Indiana; 

Mr. YOUNG presented a similar memorial from citizens of 
Galena, Illinois; 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a similar memorial from citizens of 
Fulton county. New York; 

Mr. NORVELL presented a similar memorial from citizens of 
Michigan; 
which were severally referred to the Committee on the Judi- 


ciary. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a document containing a statistical 
description of the town of Galena; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Y. also presented a memorial of citizens of Hlinois, 
praying for the establishment of a mail route; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. NORVELL presented a memorial of inhabitants of the 
counties of Kalamazoo and St. Josephs, Michigan, praying for 
a modification ef the pre-emption law; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented joint resolutions of the Legisla- 
ture of Louisiana, Instructing their Senators and requesting 
their Representatives to endeavor to procure an appropriation 
fur alight-house at the mouth of Bayou Bonfonca,on Lake Pont- 
chartrain; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a memorial of Mathew 
Winslow and others, praying remuneration for errors in land 
surveys; which was teferred to the Committee on the Public 


Lands. 
DISTRICT BANKS. 

Mr. ALLEN said he wished to make a few remarka, to which 
he invited the attention ofthe chairman of the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. The Senate was aware that the 
charters of the various banks in the District expired by limi- 
tation on the 4th of July next. On the 6th of January last, 
memorials were presented asking for a recharter of those 
banks, since which nearly three months have passed; and as 
there has been no report from the committee, indicative of their 
intentions on the subject, and as the session is very far ad- 
vanced, he desired to give the chairman of the committee an 
opportunity of stating whether or not a report on the subject 
might be expected at an early day, or whether the committee 
intended to take any action on the memorials. He would 
only add thatif a bill was reported to recharter these banks it 
would probably excite considerable discussion. The recharter 
of the banks of thie District, looking at it merely as confined to 
the District, was comparatively unimportant; but he looked at 
it as connected with the great struggle now going on in this 
country between corporations and individuals, and our discus- 
sions of and determination on the subject here, would have a 
powerful influence on the destinies of the nation, whether for 
good or evil. It was with this view of its importance he had 
felt it his duty to ask for information on the Intentions of the 
committee. 

Mr. MERRICK stated that the committee had given tc this 
question of rechartering the banks of the Distriet all the atten- 
non it was in their power to bestow; and he would inform the 
Senator from Ohio, and the Senate generally, that the commit- 
tee had a bill in an advanced state of preparation to renew, or 
extend at least, the charters of the banks ot the District, anda 
report might be expected in two or three daysat farthest. The 
delay adverted to by the Senator from Ohio, was occasioned by 
the anxiety of the committee to have as full and as perfect an 
understanding of the condition and resources of the 
banks as it was possible to obtain, and to have the advantage of 
all the developments that might occur. He would repeat that 
the Senate would, in the course of two or three’ days, have the 
views of the committee presented to them, and would have a 
full opportunity of discussing their propriety. 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, the bill to cancel the bonds given, 
and remitthe penalties paid, by vessels engaged in the whale 
fishery, as amended by the House, was taken up for considera- 
tion, and the amendment was concurred in. 

On motion by Mr. MOUTON, the bill to confirm claims to 
lands in the district between the Rio Hondo and Sabine rivers, 
was taken up, and after being considered, was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. TAPPAN, the bill for the relief of Jacob 
Greaves was taken up, and alter being discussed, was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The CHAIR submitted a report from the Secretary of War, 
made in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, in relation 
to the difficulties which have existed, and the arrangements 
made, or attempted to be made, between the Government and 
the Cherokee Indians; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

MILITARY AND NAVAT, PREPARATIONS ON OUR 
NORTHERN FRONTIER. 

The CHAIR submitted the following message from the Pre- 
sident of the United States: 
To the Senate: 

I communicate to the Senate, in compliance with their reso- 
lution of the 12th instant, a report from the Secretary of War, 
containing information on the subject of that reselution. 

M. VAN BUREN. 
WasHIncTon, 28th March, 1840. 


War DEPARTMENT, 
March 27, 1840. 

Sir: The resolution of the Senate of the 12th instant, “That 
the President of the United States be requested to communicate 
to the Senate, if, in his oo compatible with the public 
interest, any information which may be in the possession of the 
Government, or which can be conveniently obtained, of the mi- 
litary and naval preparations of the British authorities on the 
Northern frontier of the United States, from Lake Superior te 
the Atlantic ocean; designating the permanent from the tempo- 
rary and field works, and particularly by noting those which are 
within the claimed limits of the United States;” having been 
referred by you to this Department, it was immediately referred 
to Major General Scott, and other officers who have been sta- 
tio’ on the frontier referred to, for such information on the 
subject as they possessed, and could readily procure; and an 
examination is now in progress for such as may be contained in 
the files of this Department. General Scott is the only officer 
yet heard from; and a copy of his report is herewith submitied, 
together with a copy of that to which he refers, made upon the 
resolution of the House of Representatives of the %h instant, 








! 
As soon as the other officers who have been 
heard from, and the examination of the files of the De 7” 
is completed, any further information which may be thane 
quired will be immediately laid before you. ind 
Very respectfully, 


Your most obedient servant, 


J. R. 
To the Presipent or Tue Unirep States. R. POINSETT 


Heap Quarters Eastery Divisiox 
: ; Elizabethtown, N. J. March 23, jg40 
_ Sin: I have received from your office copies of two resuj 
tions, passed, respectively, the 12th and 9h instant, one by 
Senate, and the other by the House of Representatives: py | 
am asked for “any information on the subject of both or h : 
of the resolutions, that may be in [my] possession » 7 °"*! 

In respectto the naval torce recently maintained y h 
American lakes by Great Britain, I have just had the — _ 
+ a . oe Secretary of War, by whom the resolution a. 

ouse 0 prese i 
z _ i Seen (of the %h instant) was directly re. 
7 om ‘on are to the Senate’s resolutio 

military (I omit nava reparations ef the Britis i 
on the Northern fromiere of ihe United States, trea eanrtiee 
perior to the Atlantic ocean, distinguishing the permanent fron, 
the temporary and field works, and particular! noting thi ; 
which are within the claimed limits of the United States.” - 

I will here remark that, however well my duties have maie 
me acquainted with the greater part of the line in question, | 
have paid but slight attention to the forts and barracks erected 
wy. the British authorities near the borders of Maine, abone 

redericton, in New Brunswick, or in Upper Canada. abvrs 
Cornwall, being of the fixed opinion (which need not here be 
developed) that all such structures would be of little or no 
military value to either of the parties in the event of a pew 
war between the United States and Great Britain. 

I was, last summer, at the foot of Lake Superior, and neither 
saw nor heard of any British fort or barrack on the St Mary’ 
river, the outlet of that lake. 

Between Lakes Huronand Erie, the British have three seis 
of barracks: one at Windsor, opposite to Detroit; one at Sand. 
wich, a little towerdown; and the third at Malden, eighteen 
miles from the first; all built of sawed logs, strengthened by 
blockhouses, loopholes, &c. Malden has long been a military 
post, with slight defences. These have been recently streugih. 
ened. The works at Sandwich and Windsor have, also, | 
think, been erected within the last six or eight months. ; 

Near the mouth of the Niagara the British have two small 
forts--George and Messisanga. Both existed during the last 
war. The latter may be termed a permanent work. Shight 
barracks have been erecied within the last two years, on the 
same side, near the Falls and at Chippewa, with breastworks 
at the latter pecs: but nothing, I believe, above the works first 
named, on the Niagara, which can be termed a fort. 

Since the commencement of recent troubles in the Canadas, 
and (consequent thereupon) within our limits, Fort William 
Henry at Kingston and Port Wellington, opposite to Ogdens- 
burg, (old works,) have both been strengthened, within then.- 
selves, besides the addition of dependencies. These forts may 
be called permanent. 

On the St. Lawrence, below Prescott, and confronting our 
territory, 1 know of no other military post. Twelve miles 
above, at Brockville, there may be temporary barracks and 
breastworks. 1 kuow that of late, Brockville has been a miliia 
ry station. 

In the system of defences on the approaches to Montreal, the 
Isle Aux Noiz, a few miles below our line, and in the outlet of 
lake Champlain, stands at the head. This island contains with- 
in itself a system of permanent works of greatsirength. On them 
the British Government has, from time to time, since the peace 
of 1815, expended much skill and labor. 

Odletown, near our line, on the western side of lake Cham. 
plain, has been a station for a body of Canadian militia, for two 
years, to guard the neighborhood trom refugee incendiaries from 
ourside. I think that barracks have been erected there for the 
accommodation of those troops, and also at a station, with the 
like object, near Alburgh, in Vermont. 

It is believed t! at there are no important British forts, or ex- 
cone British barracks, on our borders, from Vermont to 

aine. 

In respect to such structures on on the disputed territory, 
Governor Fairfield’s published letters contain fuller informa- 
tion than has reached me through any otherchannel. I have 
heard of no new military preparations by the British authori- 
ties on the St Croix or Passamaquoddy bay. ; 

Among such preparations, perhaps I ought not to omit the 
fact that Great Britain, besides numerous corps of well orga- 
nized and well instructed militia, has, at this time, within her 
North American provinces, more than 20,000 of her best regular 
troops. The whole of those forces might be brought 1 the 
verge ofour territory in afewdays. Two-thirds o/ that regular 
torce has arrived out since the spring of 1838. 

I remain sir, with great respect, 
Your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Brig. Gen. R. Jones, Adjutant Genera] U. 8. A. 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. : 
The bill for the continuation of the Cumberland road in the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, and Tlineis, was then taken up, the 
question being onthe amendment proposed by Mr. Ciay o! 
Alabama, to strike out the two per cent. clause. : 
Mr. CLAY of Kentucky proposed a modification of the 
amendment; which being accepted by Mr. Cray of Alshene. 
Mr. CLAY of Kentucky aid the Senate in favor of the 
amendment; andthe question being taken thereon, it waste 
jected—ayes 17, nays 19, as follows: : 
YEAS—Messis. Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Ker 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Henderson, — 
Lumpkin, Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Ruggles, Southal’, 
Strange, and Webster—17. hbert, 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Brown, oo o) 
Fulton, Grundy, Linn, Nicholas, Pierce, Robinson, rT Mt 
Indiana, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Wall, White, Wr'e™ 
and Young—19. 1, to 
Mr. CLAY of Alabama then proposed, as an amendment, © 
strike out all after the enacting clause of the bill, and insert 
following asa substitute: f pud- 
“That the two per cent. of the nett of the sales @ 
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reserved by the several acts for the admission of said seve- 
vate into the Union, to be applied to the laying out and 
cnarruction Of roads leading to the said States respectively, be, 
the same is hereby, relinquished to said State respectively, 
pe paid over to such person or persons as may be authorized 
= receive the same, to be applied by said States respectively, to 
- , ads or canals within their several limits, as they think 
wen: Provided the Legislatures of each of said States shall, 
_ receiving any part of the said fund, pass an act, irrevo- 
cable without the consent of Congress, assenting to the provi- 
is act. 
me sprecsind his amendment at length, and was followed 
inthe debate by Messrs. PRESTON, YOUNG, WEBSTER, 
CALHOUN, and WHITE; when, without taking a question, 


adjourned. 


ce 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, April 1, 1840. 

The SPEAKER announced that the question before the 
House was the amendment of the gentleman from Louisiana 
Mr. R. GaRLAND] to discharge the Commitiee of Elections 
iom the consideration of certain testimony. . 

Mr. MEDILL, who had the floor, resumed his remarks in 
wpport of the report of the committee of elections, and having 
concluded before the expiration of the morning hour— 

Mr. FILLMORE rose to address the House in reply. 

Mr. BELL rose and said thatas the morning hour had nearly 
expired, it would be better for the gentleman to postpone his 
remarks till to-morrow, and that he (Mr. B.] should go on in 
continuation of his speech on the bill to secure the freedom of 





iu0ns. 
oor FILLMORE said he was perfectly satisfied to give way 
wo thegentieman, provided that there was an understanding that 
he could have the floor to morrow. 

Mr, CUSHING said he could not consent to any arrange- 
meot which would protract a discussion that had already lasted 
wo long. If the gentleman from New York wished to speak, 
he desired that he should go on and enable the subject to be dis- 

dof. He thought that some of the other States besides 
ihe State of New Jersey, should be heard on that floor, on 
subjects of interest to them, 

Me UNDERWOOD inquired if the gentleman had not al- 
ready spoken twice on this subject; and whether he was not 
entitied to the floor. 

Mr. CUSHING said it was evident that, if this discussion and 
recrimination was to go on, it would consume the morning hour 
for months, and would be extended ad infinitum. 

Mr. FILLMORE then addressed the House a short time, and 

ave wa 
OWhen explanations were made by Messrs. RAND LPH 
MEDILL, CAMPBELL of South Carolina, and FILLMORE, 
which latter gentleman was on the floor when 

Mr. SMITH of Mayne called for the orders of the day; before 
passing to which, owever, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a report from the Se- 
cretary of War, in answer toa resolution of the House of Re- 
prasentatives of the 24th ult. relative to the plan proposed to be 
adopted by him for the defence of the Western frontier; also, 
what tribes of Indians inhabit the country immediately west ot 
Arkinsas anu! Missouri. 

, On motion of Mr. BELL, 

Referred to the Comimittee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

2, Depositions in relation to the New Jersey contested elec- 

ion; which were re ferred to the Committee ot Elections. 

The SPEAKER said tat the first business in order was the 
bill to preserve the freejom of, and to prevent the interference 
oi the Federal officers, in elections ; and the question being, 
Shall the bill be read the first time? 

Mr. BELL, who was still entitled to the floor on the above 
question, at half past five o’clock concluded his remarks ex- 
planatory of the provisions of the bill, and showing the great 
ene of some legislation upon the subject to which it 
relates, 

Mr. WATTERSON then obtained the floor, but gave 


way to 
Mr. WELLER, on whose motion, 
The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, April 2, 1840. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the gnemorial of Preston Starrit, 
Who states that a bank on which a check had been given him as 
remuneration on a contract, had stopped payment before he 
tould present it, and praying relief; which was referred to the 
Commitee on Claims. 

Mc. NORVELL moved that the message received from the 
President yesterday, be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affars; which was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. N. the papers in relation to the claim of 
ohn Nantz. were withdrawn from the files of the Senate. 

Mc. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, to which was 
referred House bill for the relief of George Willis, reported the 
‘ame without amendment. 

Mr. LUMPKIN offered the following resolution, which was 
considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be directe | 
‘0 inquire into the expediency of dividing the district of Georgia 
into two judicial districts of the United States. 

Mr. NICHOLAS offered the following resolutions, which were 
severally considered and adopted: 
el ved, That the Committee ca Naval Affairs be instruct- 
 o inquire into the expediency of giving a more perfect orga- 
nization to the Navy, by creating the rank of Admiral, and lim- 
a law, the number of officers in the several existing 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of dispensing with the 
a appropriation for defraying the expense of the Board of 

isiters to the Military spatene- 

arious unfavorable reports from committees were taken up, 


concurred in. 
BILLS PASSED. 
The following eagroennd bills were taken up on their third 
Tevding, read a third time, and passed, viz: 
a bill to confirm claims to lands in the district between the 
Hondo and Sabine rivere; and 
The bill for the relief of Jacob Greaves. 
The bill to relinquish the reversionary interest of the United 
States to a certain reservation it: the State of Alabama, after be- 
ing amended, was ordered to be engrossed. 
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The bill for the discontinuance of the office of surveyor ge 
neral in the several districts, so soon as the surveys therein can 
becompleted; for abolishing land offices under certain circum. 
stances; and to abolish the office ef Solicitor of the General 
Land Office. was taken up, the question being on the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr.Cuay of Alabama, which was in effect 
to strike out “ Solicitor” and insert “Recorder.” 

Mr. CLAY ef Alabama addressed the Senate in favor of, and 
Mr. KING in opposition to, the amendment, when, on motion 
of Mr. WHITE, the further consideration of the bill was post- 
poned until to-morrow. 

CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

The bill for the continuation of the Cumberland road in the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, was then taken up, the 
question being on the substitute proposed by Mr. Cay of Ala- 
bama a. 

Mr. WHITE addressed the Senate at much length in favor of 
the bill, and in opposition to the amendment, and was replied 
to by Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, Mr. LUMPKIN, and Mr. 
ROANE. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. SMITH of Indi- 
ana, CLAY of Alabama, ANDERSON, and PIERCE; when 

The question was taken on the substitute, and it was rejected, 
by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ca!houn, Clay of Alabama, Dixon, Hender- 
eon, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, 
Roane, and Ruggles—12. 

NAYS—Messis. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Kentucky, Crittenden, Davis, Fulton, Grundy, 
Linn, Merrick, Nicholas, Porter, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of 
Indiana, Southard, Strange, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, 
Webster, White. Wright, and Young—26. 

Mr. GRUNDY said that, as the season would be far advanced 
before this bill would be finally acted on in the House, and as 
the amountappropriated could not be profitably expended the 
present season, he moved to reduce the sum in each State from 
$150 000 to $190,000. 

Mr. PRESTON moved as an amendment to the amendment 
that “$100,000” be stricken out, and ‘$75,000” inserted. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Preston’s amendment, 
and it was agreed to—ayes 23, noes 17, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Brown, Calhour, Clay of Ala 
bama, Clay of Kentucky, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Dixon, 
Fulton, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Prerce, Prentiss, Preston, 
Roane, Ruggles. Sevier, Southard, Strange, Webster, and 
Wright—-23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Grundy, Hender 
son, Linn, Merrick, Nicholas, Porter, Robinson, Smuth of Indi- 
- Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Wall, White, and Young 
—i7. 

The question then being about to be put on the engrossment 
of the bill, 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky intimated his wish to acdress the Se- 
nate on the bill, and on his motion 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE?. 
Tuurspay, April 2, 1540. 

The SPEAKER announced that the first business in order 
was the report of the Select Committee on Printing. 

Mr. FILLMOxE inquired if he had not the floor on the New 
Jersey case. . 

The SPEAKER replied that the repori of the select commil- 
tee was the special order. = 

Mr. R. GARLAND (one of the committee) said that he did 
not see the ch irman in his place, and he could not say what his 
views were on the subject of taking up the report to-day. The 
documents were not yet printed, and it would be impossible to 
go on and make the necessary explanations without them. He 
could not tell when these documents would come from the 
printer; and he did net like to assign aday for the consideration 
of this subject, uuder the circumstances he had adverted to, 

Mr. FISHER saidhe understood that the papers had only 
been sent down to the printer yesterday. 

Me. R. GARLAND said, if the House would only pass over 
the business informally, by general consent, till the chairman 
came in, they could then ascertain from him how the printing of 
the documents was progressing. 

Mr. BLACK (chairman of the committee) could only say 
that the report he had had the honor to subinit to the House, 
was given tothe printer as soon ashe made it to the House; 
but that the documents connected with it, comprising a large 
body of testimony, was not given to him till yesterday. Where- 
fore, he could not say; but the printer, of course, was notto 
blame for thedelay. There was aconsiderable volume of tes 
timony, which the committe was fora long time engaged in 
preparing, and perhaps it took the clerk of the committee some 
time to arrange the documents for the press. He hoped the 
House would not object to givinga little more time to the print. 
er to execute the work. 

Mr WISE suggested to the chairman to namea day for the 
consideration of the report, when the printing might be expect- 
ed to be brought ia—say Tuesday next. 

Mr. BLACK was not in correspondence with the printer, and 
could not tell more than any other member when the work 
would be done. 

Mr. ADAMS informed the gentleman from Virginia that 
Tuesday next was assigned for the consideration of the bill re- 
ported hy the Committee on Manufactures to prevent frauds on 
the revenue. 

Mr. WISE then named Wednesday next, te which Mr. BLack 


asseuted. z : : 
Mr. R. GARLAND inquired of the chairman of the commit- 
tee whether he was prep red to repert on that branch of the 


subject committed te them which related to the separation of 


the public printing from the political press. It was desirable, 
he said, to have the whole subject referred to the committee, 
considered at the same time by the House. 

Mr. BLACK replied, that ifthe report was ready, the print- 
ing would not be ready. He would, however, say that the 
branch of the subject to which the gentleman referred, had not 
been definitely acted on by the committee. The committee, it 
was true, had decided against the proposition, and had directed 
him to make a report to that effect, but he had not yet had time 
to do it, unless he laid aside all other business to attend to this. 

Mr. GARLAND said that it was desirable that the House 
should have both the subjects referred to the committee, before 
it at the same time, and he thought the chairman might, without 
muc’ inconvenience, enable the House to do so. The com- 
miuee, on Wednesday last, decided against the proposition as 
unconstitutional and highly inexpedient, and directed the com- 


| 
| 


| 











299 


mittee to make a report to that effect. He hoped, therefore, 
that the gentleman would be ready with his report by Wednes- 
day next. Hehad prepared the minority report, and would be 
ready to present it any time. 

Mr. BLACK did not think it necessary that the two subjects 
should be considered by the House at the same time, Nay, he 
thought it more expedient that they should be considered sepa- 
rately. Indeed, it was impracticable to consider both subjects 
together, because the gentleman and his friends had agreed to 
recommend to the House that no change with reg to the 
manner and form of executing the public printing be made 
this session; it being the prices only that was proposed to be 
regulated. Such being the case, why urge the consideration of 
that branch of the subject relating to the separation of the pub- 
lic printing from the political press, when tt had no direct con- 
nection with the other branch, relative to the change of the 
prices of the printing, and which ought immediately ta be 
acted on? 

Mr. DAVIS observed that the gentleman from Louisiana had 
informed the House that he was ready, on the part of the mi- 
nority of the committee, to report on the subject he was so so- 
licitous about, and therefore, if the House was disposed to dis. 
cuss it, it could be discussed as well onthe report of the mino 
rity as on that of the majority. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked what was the question before the 
Tfouse, and 

The SPEAKER replied that it was the proposition to post. 
pone the further consideration of the report of the Select Com. 
mitiee on Printing till Wednesday next. 

Mr. RUSSELL remarked that it was very evident that this 
business was not in a state to be acted on now, and that the re 
port not having been prepared, it was not probable that it 
would be ready for the action of the House so soon as Wednes- 
day next. For the purpose, therefore, of giving the chairman 
of the committee time to prepare his report, as well as for the 
House to have it printed, he would suggest whether was not 
more advisable to postpone the subject to aday more distant 
than that named. He would name Tuesday week, which would 
give the gentleman from Georgia ample time to prepare his in- 
tended report. 

Mr. R. GARLAND opposed the proposition of Mr. Russxx1, 
and assigned his reasons tor so doing. 

Mr. RUSSELL understood that the committee had agreed 
upon a reduction of the prices of the public printing, and had 
reported on that branch of the subject; but that was not the only 
matter referred to them. They had also been instructed to in- 
quire and report upon the expediency of Fe the public 
printing from the political press. Now, although the major ty 
of the committee had decided against that proposition, and had 
instructed their chairman to report accordingly tothe House, he 
had not yet had time todoit. But Mr. R. thought that the latter 
was the more important subject of the two, and that it ought to 
be brought before the House at the same time with the other, in 
order that it might be the better enabled to judge how far the 
reduction should be carried. For the — of giving ample 
time to the chairman to prepare this second report,he had named 
Tuesday week for the postponement, and if the gentleman from 
Louisiana would consider what the House had to do in the 
mean time, he would perceive that they could not well take up 
the subject at an earlier day. The bill reported by the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures had been made the special order for 
Tuesaday next, and the consideration of this bill would consume 
two or three days atleast. Then the gentleman, he was sure, 
would not interfere with the Fridays and Saturdays set apart 
for private bills, while the Monday following was petition day. 
So that the subjebtof printing, as he had betore observed, could 
not well be taken up before Tuesday week. 

Mr. GRAVES, after some remarks, offered a resolution that 
the Select Committee on Printing be required to report on the 
remaining branch of the subject referred to them in the course of 
the present week. . 

Mr. BLACK observed that he would have no objection to that 
resolution, were it nota direct reflection upon the committee. 
The committee had, under the instructions of the House, exa- 
mined a vast mass of testimony and had found the duties imposed 
on them so arduous, that the House had, from time to time, ex- 
teaded the period to which their report was to be made. They 
had already reported on one branch of the subject committed to 
them, the one that they deemed the most urgent, but had not yet 
been able to report on the other. Had they known that the gen- 
tleman from Louisiana was so exceedingly anxious for a report 
on the other, they might perhaps have given it the preference, 
as their decision was made up onit. The committee had agreed 
that it was inexpedient fur the House to adopt this last proposi- 
tion, and they thought that it would be inconvenient to consider 
itin connection with the subject reported on. 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved to postpone the further considera- 
tion of the subject till Thursday next, 

The question being first on the most remote period, i. e. on 
Mr. Russe.yi’s motion for Tuesday week, on count there were 
ayes 64. nays 43; and no quorum having voted, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL called for tellers, and Mesers, VANpsER- 
PoEL and Reynoips having been appointed such, ascertained, 
on count, that there were ayes 65, nays 62. So the subject was 
postponed till, and made the special order of the day, for Tues- 
day week next. 

The SPEAKER said that the business first in order was the 
resolution reported from the Committee of Elections by Mr. 
CAMPBELL, chairman, to have the report of that commitiee and 
all the testimony in relation to the New Jersey contested election 
printed, and the amendment of Mr. R. GarLanp thereto te dis- 
charge the committee from the further consideration of other 
testimony. 

Mr. FILLMORE, who was entitled to the floor, at the request 
of Mr. CAMPBELL, gave way for an explanation. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said that he had been inattentive to the 
progress of the debate, and when he rose on yesterday to answer 
a question addressed to him, it was under a misapprehension of 
what the question was. Befure he had taken his seat, however, 
he understood from the gentleman from New York {Mr. Fitt- 
Mong] that the question related to the reading of testimony after 
the committee had assembled to take into consideration the re- 
solution of the House, uuder which the 1epert was made. To 
the question thus limited as to time, he answered, that during 
the pendency of a motion in committee, instructing the chair- 
man to draw upa report, a member had cailed for reading 
of the testimony, and that all the papers called for were read. 
Mr.C had since understood that the inquiry was etill further 
limited as to what papers were actually read upon this occasion. 
In answer to this question, he would state that, according to his 
recollection, the returas of the local officers of the townships of 
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Millvitie and South Amboy were called for in succession; that —= 


they were read by the Clerk; that the gentleman from Conoec- 
ticut (Mr. Smiru} then called for other testimony; it was pro- 
du but before it was read, the call was withdrawn. 


Mr. ©. made this statement not because he considered it o . 


any importance w the present controversy, but asa specific 
aaswer to aspecific question. All that is contended for in re- 
lation to the reading of testimony, after the committee assem- 
bled to take into consideration the instrucuons under which 
they reported, is, (hata member had called for the reading o 
the testimony; that the Chair had decided it to be the privilege 
ef amember,before voting, to do so; and that all the papers 
required to be read were read—thus showing, conclusively, 
not only that the testimony was accessibie to all, but that any 
member of the commitiee, not satisfied with the examination 
it had received, had the right, eveo at this late stage of our pro- 
ceedings, tohave i read in committee. 

Mr. FILLMORE. When was it that the returns from Mill- 
ville and South Amboy were read—was it when the committee 
agreed on the basis of a report, or when they met to consider 
the report? 

Mr. CAMPBELL had alreaily stated that they were read 
pending the motion requesting the chairman to draw up a 
report. 

r. FILLMORE then went on, and replied to some remarks 
of Mr. Campeait, made yesterday, and which have not yet 
been reported; after which, he replied to the remarks of Mr. 
Mepixu, and continued speaking ull the expiration of the morn- 
ing hour; when, without having concluded, 

Mr. ALFORD moved that the House proceed to the orders of 
the day; which motion was agreed to, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the Pre- 
sident of the United States, enclosing a report from the Secre- 
tury of War, in compliance with the resolution of the Senate of 
the 12th instant, and that of the House of Representatives of the 
9h instant, in regpect wo the military preparations of the British 
authorities ou the Northern frontiers of the United States, from 
Lake Superior to the Atlantic ocean, distinguishing the perma- 
nent from the temporary and field work, and particularly no- 
ting those which are within the claimed limits of the United 
tates. 

On motien of Mr. CUSHING, it was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

The House then resumed the consideration of the bill reported 
by Mr. Bax, to secure the freedom of elections, and to prevent 
the interference of the F.deral officers in elections. The ques- 
tion being, Shali the bill be read the first time? 

Mr. WATTERSON being entitled to the floor on the above 
question, replied at some length to his colleague from Ten- 
nessee,[Mr. Bett} That gentieman had complained of the 
summary maaner in which his motion for leave to report the 
bill had been treated by a portion of the friends of the Adminis. 
tration. He presumed the gentlemen who opposed the leave, 
did it from a conviction that the principles of the bill were so 
abominable, so odious, that it was best to stifle it on the thresh- 
old, and thereby save the consumption of the time of the House, 
which might be appropriated to the transaction of the business 
o! the country. Though he had voted for the leave, he enter- 
tained as great a repugnance to the features of the bill as any 
of those who had opposed it. Ife had voted for it because he 
wist.od to see a vuole taken upon it, and Jet the country see 
who were in favor of its odious features. He thought that if 
the bill coniained the principles of the Whig party, it was pro- 
per thatthe people should know it. But he believed that when 
the House should be called to vote upon it, such dodging 
would be witnessed as had never been done since the vote on 
the rejection of the bill in the Senate, reported by the Senator 
from Kentucky, (Mr. CarrrenpEn.}] His colleague had com- 
plained that the minority of the House had been gagged by the 
majority. He asked if it was to be found in his seven hours’ 
speech, and the elaborate speeches and unprofitable debates 
which the party the gentleman belongs to had indulged in, The 
facis*of the stave-off principles o1 the Opposition are no- 
torious; yet forsooth they were gagged. If it was not 
the disposition of a majerity to sit out the important questions 
before the House, none of the business of the country would be 
transacied. The Whig party oppose every thing and bring for- 
wird nothing. In reply to his colleague, he said thatthe cry of 
o fice holders was not new to his ears. He had ofien heard the 
same sound. Strangers tothe cry would suppose that all the of- 
fice helders were enemies to their country, and particularly 
if they were to hear with what emphasis his colleague dwelt 
upon the name. If there were too many office ho'ders, let his 
colleague specify them and bring forward a measure to dis- 
pense with them, and he weuld go for it. No proposition had 
yet come from him for that purpose—and none couid be ex- 
pected It was notorious that a majority of all the office holders 
were opposed to the Administration—still the Opposition cry 
out proscription. Mr. W. said there were at least 12,000 po +. 
masters, and a majority of them were opposed to the Ad- 
ministration. 

Mr. REED inquired what was the amount of their salaries, 

Mr. WATTERSON said their salaries were small, he knew; 
but in point of influence, at a cross road, they bad more than any 
member of the cabinet. Postmasters had a tremendous influ- 
ence, if they wished to exercise it by distributing documents and 

rocuring subscribers for newspapers This kind of influence 

ad been probably exercised for the Opposition party. If the 
President was to be censured at all, it ought to be furskeeping 
in office so many of his opponents. If he was to have all the 
odium, he thought he ough: to have it for something. From the 
continual clamor about proscription, a person who knew no- 
thing about it might wel! suppose that there was some truth in 
it; bat the charge could not be sustained by the 
jacts of the case. The President does not agree to pursue 
such a course as he would urge. So far as he (Mr. W.) was 
concerned, be would, as to all important officers, sweep the 
political chessboard; and he believed it was all sheer hypo- 
crisy in the Opposition, when they make any other profession, 
because, whenever and wherever they have the power, they 
carry out the principles of indiscriminate proscrition. 

Mr. W. said he would like tosee the political friends of his 
colleague {Mr. Beit] from the State of New York, vote for the 
bill. During the Legislature now in session, the Whig Go- 
vernor of that State turned out six huadred office holders, in- 
cluding those of the lowest grade. 

Mr. MARVIN begged leave to interrupt and correct his 
friend. He was mistaken, the Governor did not turn outa 
single one. 

r. W. resumed. He has refused to reappoint, which 
ig the same thing. Was it not notorious that the Whig 


city Council of New York turned out every man, even the street 
scavengers? Seein the State of Pennsylvania. Did the Ritner 
dynasty catry out the spoils principle, as my colleague has been 
pleased to call it?) He made a cleansweep. The white labor- 
ers on the public works even were dismissed, and as he had 
just been informed, negroes were put in their places. In New 
Jersey, the great broad sea! State, every justice of the peace 
was dismissed; and in Connecticut, and every other State 
where they had the power, the same course had been pursued. 
If the country should be cursed by the election of the nominee 
of the Harrisburg convention, they will change their clamor; 
but there was no danger that they would ever have that cause 
for ceasing their pent cry of proscripuon. Notwith- 
standing (said Mr. W.)1am for a clean sweep, I would censure 
the President, ar any other man for turning out competent, meri- 
torious, and respectable officers, aud appoint others just the 
the reverse. Butif he could fin] among his own friends those 
who were equally competent and deserving, he would invaria- 
bly give the-n the preference. 

We have heard much from my colleague, and others, abou 
the influence of office holders in favor of the Administration. 
Where, let me ask, is the evidence of thatinfluence. Is it to 
he found in Washington city, where there are so many, and 
where nine-tenths of the people are opposed to this Democratic 
Administration? The Administration have been defeated in 
New York, Boston, New Orleans, where there are so many of 
the officers of the General Government, in the custom-houses, 
mints, &c. Look at the city of Philadelphia, in which are to 
be found a custom-house, mint, &c. In that city, the Demo- 
cratic party have been defeated by 4,000. Did this look like the 
office holders had much influence? Judging from the facts be- 
fore them, the influence was on the side of the Opposition. 

His colleague had denominated the Democratic party as the 
vampire party, andsaid it could not standa day, if his bill, and 
the bill introduced in the other end of the Capnol, of like im- 
pore had passed: that they would have the same effect on the 

Jemocratic party as did the surgeon’s knife in despatching the 
vampire—a history of the existence and destruction of which 
he had cited. hat had been the consequence of the use of 
this surgeon’s knife—the gag bill—in the Senate? It had bled to 
death two of his colleague's political friends, the late Senators 
from Tennessee. 

My colieague also said his bill was to prevent the interfer- 
ence of federal officers in elecuons—io other words, it was to 
gag them—it was, in its effect, to deprive them of their rights 
under the Constitution—to think, to speak, and to act; it was 
to enslave them; and yet he says it was to emancipate them. 
He could not reconcile these two declarations, sal was ata 
loss to know how hiscoelleague could. Ile asked if the bill was 
not the samein principle, if net in detail, as that introduced 
into the Senate last session by the gentleman from Kentucky 
{Mr. CarrrgRnDEN.] Ifhe was not mistaken, his colleague hac 
approved of that bill, and that the features were the same as 
the bill now introduced by him. Mr. W. said he had read the 
speech of his colleague on the Harbor,bill in 1836, in which he 
quoted an old English statute, which was almost word for 
word with Mr. Carrrenpen’s bill. and held it up as worthy of 
imitation by this free country. THe therefore inferred that his 
colleague was in favor of that gag bill. 

Mr. W. then adverted to the standing charge of the Opposi- 
tion in relation to defaulters. He read from an official docu- 
ment, printed by order of the House, giving a list of the de 
faulters, and the amountof defalcations, since the formation of 
the Government to the 4th March, 1837, by which he showed 
that there was more money lost under the four years’ Admi- 
nistration of John Quincy Adams than was lost under the eight 
years comprising General Jackson’s Administration, in pro- 
portion to the amount collected and disbursed. Yet the 
Opposition were exerting every nerve to restore that Adminis- 
tration to power—for he contended that, notwithstanding it was 
not proposed te advance the same man, it was to restore the 
same odious Federal principles. 

Mr. W. said, as his colleagne had talked about office holders. 
it would be no harm to talk about office seekers, of whom there 
were twice the number. He heldin his handa document con- 
taining the names of those who composed the Harrisburg Con- 
vention, nominating General Harrison for the Presidency. In 
looking over that pamphlet, the question occurred to Mr. W. 
Who were these delegates?) What ate their principles? What 
are their professions? Were they delegates fresh from the peo- 
ple, or were they the representatives of mere town politicians, 
and street brawlers? He had collected a mass of information on 
these points, and intended to lay it before the House and the 
country. It was not his purpose to misrepresent delegates to 
that Convention, but to show that their avocations did not con- 
form to the characters of those who live in log cabins, and drink 
hard cider. The president of the Convention (said Mr. W.) was 
Judge Barbour, a lawyer, Mr. Adams’s Secrctary of State and 
Minister to the Court of St. James. 


Mr. LINCOLN rose, and called the gentleman to order. He 
was not in the habit of interruptng the course of the discussions 
going on, but the course of debate of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee was such, that he felt it his duty to endeavor to puta 
stop to it. The gentleman was giving biographical sketches, 
and commenting on the political conduct of individnals over the 
whole Union. Such a course of debate was entirely out of or- 
der; and he called upon the SPEAKER now to decide whether the 
rules of the House were to be entorced or not. 


Mr. WATTERSTON sai: that his colleague (Mr. Be] had 
yesterday entertained the House with a discussion on the in- 
fluences exercised by office holders in the political affairs of the 
country, and he thought it but right, as an offset to that course 
of argument, to show the influence attempted and exercised by 
those seeking office. He wanted to show the characters of the 
motley assemblage of those seeking to break down the present 
Administration, and the discordant materials of which their 
party was composed. 


Mr. STARKWEATHER said it appeared to him that the 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Watrerson] might be permit- 
ted to speak of men and things in this country, when the col- 
league of the gentleman [Mr. Be.) was yesterday permitted to 
tell a long story about a loafer out of the country [in France] 
who went about sucking people’s blood, 

Mr. GENTRY hoped that his colleague might be permitted 
to proceed 

r. MASON strongly objected to the course of debate in- 
dulged in by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. WarTerson.] 
and expressed the hope that the Spgaker would enforce the 
rules of the House. Mr. M. said that he intended, on this ques- 
tion, fo call for a division of the House, in order that it might be 


definitively settled whether discussions of this chara: 
be permitied. Mr. M. was proceeding with his remarks wit’ 
re WISE called him to order. Elis friend from Ohne 
said, while lecturing the gentleman from Tennessee ’ 
of anton, wwe hienaesl out order. _ OD & poiny 
r. objected to the gentleman’s : 
order. If, said he, the Spear decides that Set: a 
I object to his going on without permission of the Hous" 
will call for the yeas and naya on the question, mse, and 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that the course 
remarks of the gentleman from Tennessee were certai; it 
inorder. Gentlemen had been in the habit of indulge, - 
great latitude of debate, and this being the custom of the Hine ” 
was permitted by the Cuair; but the gentleman from Ten . 
had commented on the political conduct and characters memes 
dividuals, which was not customary. OF in- 

Mr. WELLER contended that the gentleman fro 
had not departed from the usual course of discuss 
been practised in the Honse, and he therefore moved that h 
permitted to proceed in the same course; which motion -_ 
agreed to. Was 

Mr. WATTERSON regretted very much that he h 
been interrupted, because he could have conclude i ws 
remarks in the time occupied by the interruption ie 
said his colleague (Mr. Bet] had been denounciy the 
officers of the Government as vampires, sucking blont 
out of the country. And was it ieedlovnes to the subj 
before the House for him (Mr. Warrerson) to aoe a 
thos? who wanted to come into power? He was only en - 
ware Se Seenerinns of his remarks, to get at - 

rinciples of the convention that nominated Gene i 
for the | Presidency. ral Harrison 

Here Mr. W. commented on the correspondence between an 
association at Oswego, New York, and General Harrison's con 
science keepers, and was proceeding to analyze the politics o/ 
the members of the Harrisburg Convention, when 

Mr. LINCOLN again interrupted Mr. W. and said he though; 
this was a fit occasion to have the rules of the House distinctly 
understood and enforced. If the Carr decided that the gentle. 
man was out of order, he insisted that he take his seat, until the 
Tfouse gave him permission to proceed in order. He assured 
the gentleman from Tennessee that he meant no unkindneas or 
disrespect to him personally; but his desire to see the rules of 
the House preserved was the occasinn of his interfering in this 
maiter. He hoped the gentleman, if permitted to proceed, 
would proceed in order. 

Mr. BROWN begged leave to remind the House of one fact, 
His colleague (Mr. Bett,] on yesterday spoke of the infiuence 
of office holders, and the President at the head of them, and de. 
scribed also a Central Committee, with their ac:ion, all over the 
country. Now he understood that his other colleague [Mi. 
Watrerson,] desired to show that there was a sort of central 
committee for the Opposition, pureuing the same line of enn. 
dact, and todraw a compar son between them. It appeared to 
him that if this was a legitimate course of argument for the one, 
it certainly ought to be so for the other. 

Mr. CLIFFORD was glad that this question had been made, 
and should vote to sustain the decision of the Cuarr. He was 
glad also that the SPEAKER manifested a disposition to preserve 
the rules of the House. Though the motion on this quesion 
might operate with peculiar hardship against his friend from 
Tennessee, yet be sould vote for it, though at the same time he 
would express his regret that the gentleman in the Opposition 
had not shown the same fastidious regard for the preservation to 
he rules on former occasiens, when their friends were consum 
ing the time of the House with discussions foreign to the sub- 
ject under consideration. He hoped his friends would openly 
meet this question and settle it, and that hereafter gentlemen in 
the Opposition would be as ready to enforce the rules as now. 

Mr. WISE objected to the discussion, as out of order. He had 
no objection to the gentleman’s proceeding in his own way, and 
hoped he might be permitted to go on. 

Mr. BELL wished to make one remark. An impression 
seemed to prevail that his colleague would be prevenied from 
answering a speech of his which was supposed by some to 
be out of order, or that some parts of it were out of order. 
Under these circumstances, he should be very sorry to deprive 
his colleague of the opportunity of replying in, his own way. 
Whether his remarks were out of order or not, the apprehen- 
sions of the other party should operate on his friends to induce 
them to permit his colleague to proceed. He would, how. 
ever, say that he did not recollecta single observation in his 
speech that was not strictly in accordance with parliamentary 
law He confined himself entirely to ahe discussion of the 
subject before the House, digressing only where an applicable 
illustration of it presented itself. 

Mr. CHAPMAN said that he was extremely glad that the 
crisis had at last arrived that he had desired to see ever since he 
had been a member of this Honse. He had seen, with extreme 
regret, the latitude of debate—the palpable digression from the 
legitimate subjeet under discussion by members of this body— 
and he had earnestly desired to see this most injurious course 
put down by a vote of the House. ; 

Mr. C. said that he never indulged in such latitude in debate; 
indeed he had been as seldom indulged in debate here as avy 
member on the floor, and had consumed as little of the tine vo! 
the House in that way. 5 

A few days ago, Mr. C. said, when in Committee of the 
Whole, the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Duncan) was called (0 
order for digressing from the subject under debate, by a political 
opponent, [Mr. Trumpuct.} the Cnair deciding that although 
th: speaker was digressing, yet, as it had been the practice 
here, he could not determine him to be out of order. 1 thought 
then that a proper case had occurred to put an end to the practice 
as far as my voice could do it; and in a case, toe, when my mo 
tivescould not be suspected to be improper—objection having 
been taken toa political friend by a political opponent. 1 r 
fere took an appeal from the decision of the Cuars: but! 
Cuarr decided the appeal to be too late, and the question = 
not put. And here, Mr. C. said, a gentleman (Mr. Graves) - 
made an improper insinuation as to the motive that had influ 
enced his course, although he was conscious that his motives 
were influenced alone from asense of public duty, and a sincere 
regard to the interest of the country. h 

Mr. C. said that speeches had become so common, 80 lengt ‘a 
and so foreign from the subjects under debate generally, that | 
most impertant public on legitimate business of the country 
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shat he did not participate more in the debates in this House; 
put he was very sure that if their constituents could witness 
the ecenes we have here, the waste of public time and money 
py useless and ineffectual debate, they would never complain 
unt 

wa that remarked that he was convinced that his friend from 
ad [{Mr. WaTTerson,] who was now called to order, 
yas notmore out of order than his colleague (Mr. BsLL) was 
yesterday, but oo the contrary, was in a legitimate course of 
argument in reply to hiscolleague. But, Mr. C. said, that both 
had digressed from the subject, and he was still better satisfied 
that, in sustaining the opiuion of the SpeaKsR, when against a 
nal and political friend, as he should do now, his motives 
ad not be impugned by his friend from Tennessee, who had 
pen called to order, or any one else. Mr. C. said he thanked 
ihe gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Lincon,] who is his 


poliucal opponent, for raising the question now on the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, (Mr. WaTTERsoN,] his perenne and po- 
jxical friend, He (Mr. C.) would unite with the gentleman 


fom Massachusetts in putting an end to this unwarrantable 
ractice, 89 injurious to the good order of this House, and the 
sccomplishment of the business of the country, of which so 
jutle has, even at this day, been done. But, said Mr. C. that 

ieman and his friends niust take notice that the same strict 
rule shall be applied to them hereafter. 

Mr. WISE could not vote for this question of order till he 
knew what was the offence of the gentleman from Tennessee 
agunst order. Was the gentleman ealled to order for the irrele- 
vancy of his argument? 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman was called to order 
fordiscussing the politics of the individuals assembled at the 
Harrisburg convention, and the Cuatr decided that such dis- 
cussion was out of order. The remarks of the Speaker ex- 


} plaiming his decision were not heard distinctly enough to re- 


rt. 

Me WISE believed that the remark of the gentleman from 
Tennessee was true, that had he not been interrupted, he would 
have finished his speech by this time. If I had been in the 
chair, suid Mr. W. IT would never interrupt a gentleman for 
what your illustrious predecessor called irrelevancy of argu- 
meat. The gentleman from Tennessee did allude to the politi- 
cal characters Of certain distinguished individuals as an offset 
tothe argument of his colleague; and though this might be 
deemed irrelevant to the matter under consideration, yet he did 
notthink he ought to be interrupted forit. He never would at- 
temptto chain down the mind of man for what was called 
imelevancy indebate He would continue to object to such in- 
vrruptions, and go for what is called latitude of debate, for 
latitude of debate was the life of the Opposition. 

Mr. LINCOLN stated what Mr. Warrerson’s course of ar- 
gument had been, and his objections to it. 

Mr. WISE said he understood all that. He heard from the 
Cuam what was the course of the gentleman’s argument, and 
hisdecision upon the point of order raised. What did it amount 
to} When a gentleman on one side had been showing the act- 
ings and doings of those in office and in power, the appropriate 
answer was \o show the actings and doings of those seeking of- 
fice and power. He thought that the argument of the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, even in the extreme light the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Lincoin] had put it, wasa fair and 
pertinent response to his colleague. 

Mr. MASON here cailed Mr. Wiss to order, and said that the 
gentleman from Virginia was discussing the very question he 
pronounced him out of order for discussing. 

Mr. WISE. The gentleman from Ohio is wrong. When he 
was discussing the subject he was out of order, for no appeal 
was then taken frem the decision of the Cuarr; but now there 
was an appeal pending, and it was perfectly in order for him 
(Mr, Wiss) to discuss it. I am, said Mr. W. for the gentleman 
going on as he has begun. If he can etand the examina- 
‘ion of the motives and characters of those in power, we surely 
can stand the examination ofthe motives and characters 
of those seeking w turn them out, The subject under discus- 
sion, was a bill to secure the freedom of elections; and t!:e merits 
of the whole question required a wide and ample discussion of 
all the collateral subjects involved in it. He contended that no 
gentlemen should be called to order except for actual personal 
disorder. If this unhappily occurred, the Sergeant-at-Arms 
should be sent to him; but he never would agree to a decision 
that shuts a speaker’s mouth on the mere point of irrelevancy. 
[ai me tell my friends in the Opposition that, if they sustain 
thisappeal, their hands will be in the lion’s mouth. You, sir, 
(he SPsakeR,] may be logician enough to decide promptly what 
sor is not, relevant in debate; but we know the facility with 
which appeals are taken and sustained here. Let me tell gen. 
Vemen that, if they ever attempt to apply the screws to me 
for this irrelevancy in debate, I will throw them into a scene 
of disorder which it will not be so easy to get out of. This 
would be easy for a man of nerve to do when he was de- 
ermined to maintain his rights. 

l'God spares me health and strength,I shall want, myself, full 
and free scope at those in power and place, before this session 
foses, and all I desire is an open field and a fair fight. 

) Mr. CUSHING observed that this was a pro,.er time to set- 
tle the question whether the remainder of the session shall be 
consumed in idle debate, or whether the rules shall be enforced, 


and the business of the country pr ed wit) 
tpeal debatable? ~ mppenc terpenes 


SPEAKER said it was not. 

Mr WISE said if he had been aware that it was not debata- 

ae would not have made the remarks he did. 

t. BROWN of Mississippi here withdrew his appeal. 

t. CRABB moved that the gentlemen from Tennessee be 
permitted to pease, which motion being agreed to, 

Mr. WATT RSON then resumed his remarks, and had pro- 
. but a short time, when he was again called to order by 
- ~ pen =—— that he pes aaete gvationan all 

g et him go on ut rea e thought the 
foi should be made and decided whether the vemnaitder of 

ssession is to be consumed in unprofitable debate or not. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman was not strictly in 
order, but he had been permit by the House to goon. 

Mr. DAWSON hoped the country would be given to under- 
nee thecharacter of their proceedings was not owing to 
SPeaxer hut to the House itself—for whenever he attempt- 
*! to enforce the rules of the House, the House had uniformly 
on and suffered the disorderly debate to go on. 

a - DUNCAN observed that it was a little unfortunate that 
the gentlemen who were so solicitous about the preservation of 
rules, should have been silent when the debate on the Cum- 
Toad was going on. On that occasson, they indulged 


themselves in the greatest latitude of discussion, and made 
speeches of two hours’ length, in which the Cumberland road 
was little thought of, but an abundance was said in favor of the 
claims of General Harrison ie the Presidency. Now, when a 
Democrat gets up to reply, which he haa the right to do, and 
which his duty to his constituents requires, he cannot say a 
word in relation to General Harrison and his supporters, with- 
out being called to order. 

Mr. LINCOLN said the remarks of the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. Duncan] did not apply to him; for when the Cumberland 
road was under consideration, he jnterposed his objections to 
the course the debate had taken. 

Mr. DUNCAN said his remarks did not apply to the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, but to others ef the party he acted 
with. 

Mr. LINCOLN, after a few remarks, said it was now time to 
decide the question for the rest of the session, whether the rules 
shall be enturced or not, and whether these irrelevant debates 
shall be indulged in any longer. He objected to the gentleman’s 
proceeding until a motion was made that he proceed in order, 
and on that motion he intended to call for the yeas and nays. 

Afier some further remarks frem Messrs. DAWSON, 
BANKs, LINCOLN, DDOMGOOLE, STUART, CUSHING, 

On motion of Mr. BANKS of Virginia, 

Mr. WATTERSON was permitted to proceed, but had not 
given the professions and politics of more than two or three de- 
a in the Harrisburg Convention, when he was called to or- 
der b 
Mr SALTONSTALL, who said that he would liketo know 
what the Hartford Convention had to do with the subject before 
the House. 

Mr. WISE mustin justice say, after making a speech in favor 
of the gentleman from Tennessee, that his imagination could not 
see the relevancy of his remarks. 

Mr. WATTERSON. I have said nothing about the Hartford 
Convention. The gentleman seems to be extremely sensitive 
on that subject, and furnishes a striking illustration of the fact 
that the “wicked fleeth, when no man pureneth.” Iam very 
sorry tu be calledto order so often. If members of the Opposi- 
tion on this floor would strictly confine themselves to order, I 
would strictly confine myselfto order. Ifgentiemen will not 
permit me to lay before the House the complexion of the de- 
legates to the Harrisburg Convention, they cannot deprive me 
of the privilege of doing so when I writ+ out my remarks. But 
as I have sat here frum day to day, and listened to Whig mem- 
bers making party speeches, which had no relevancy, not the 
Invst remote, to the subject before the House, I little expected, I 
confess, to hear myself called to order co repeatedly from that 
quarter. 

{Cries of “go on, go on,’’ from many—let’s have all their 
names, } 

Mr. WATTERSON said, no. Leave had been given him to 
proceed several times, and before he could define the position of 
more than a single delegate in that Convention, he was again 
called to order; and he was now determined to go on with his 
comments, which would be in order. He said the information 
which he had been prevented from laying before the House, 
would show whose candidate General Harrison was. After 
commenting at length outhe Harrisburg Convention, he passed 
on to the late Ohio Convention. 

Mr. W. then read from a newspaper in his hand a list of the 
members of that convention, giving their politics and occupa- 
tions. 

Mc. NASON asked the gentleman what paper he was read- 
ing from? 7 

r. WATTERSON answered that it was the Ohio States- 


man. 

Mr. MASON said the statement was wholly untrue in many 
particulars, to his knowledge. The designation of the indivi- 
duals in his county was altogether incorrect; and he had been 
assured by some of his colleagues that it was equally untrue 
with regard to the counties in which they resided. Indeed, 
the whole statement had been publicly contradicted in a paper 
in his State, [naming it,] and the editor who made it called on to 
produce the proof, which he failed to do. ; 

Mr. BOND corroborated the statement of his colleague, [Mr. 
Mason,] and said that the statement, so far as it regarded the 
individuals living in his county, was wholly destitute of truth. 
The account had been publicly contradicted, and the editor 
called on for his proof, which he was unable to peneees. 
The Editor of the Ohio Statesmen was notorious in his State 
for his want of veracity, and was entitled to no credit, His 
paper was so remarkable in that particular, that in one in- 
stance oue hundred and sixty falsehoods had been counted in it. 

Mr. WATTERSON said he did not pretend to be personaliy 
acquainted with the individuals named in the paper before 
him. The parer occupied a respectable standing in the State 
of Ohio, and he had no reason to doubt its statements. He 
would like, however, to hear from his Democratic friend from 
Ohio on the subject. ; 

Mr. MEDILL said that he was eneeinenty absent during the 
discussion that had just taken place, and had only resumed his 


_ seat in time to hear a partof the remarks of his honorable ¢ol- 


league, [Mr. Bonp.] Had his colleague confined his remarks 
to a mere denial of the correctness of the statement contained 
in the paper alluded to, he did not know that he would feel 
called on to make any reply. He was acquainted with but few 
of the persons named as having been appointed to attend the 
convention, and had no other information on the subject than 
he derived through the various papers ofthe day. He was en- 
tirely willing to rest the correctness of the statement with the 
people of Ohio, on the assertion of the paperin which it is con. 
tained, and tke denial of hiscolleague. The names of the dele- 
gates that attended the corvention from the county in which he, 
Mr. M. resided, are not given, except to a very limited extent. 
The official character of the very tew that are reported, is cor- 
rectly designated. Six of them hold appointments under the 
Federal Government. They are highly respectable, but so far 
from residing in “log cabins” and depending for a precarious 
subsistence on “hard cider,” he believed the whole six were 
merchants, of considerable capital, and who indulged preity 
largely in_ the good things for which that county was so dis- 


tinguished. 

“But his colleague cid not stop here. He had seen proper to 
avail himselfof his privileges on this floor, and the advantages 
thereby obtained, to satiate his political hatred. by an attack 
on the private reputation of the editor. He would be wanting 
in respect to himself, as a citizen of Ohio, and to a large majo- 
rity of those whom he represented here, if he permitted that 
gentleman to be thus unjustly assailed in his absence, without 
expusing the motive that prompted so great a departure from 




























the ordinary rules of decorum. Asa man of honor and inte” 
gtity—a.ciuzen whose social intercourse is sought, and almost 
universally esteemed, he did not know that the Ediwr of 
the Statesman would losé any thing by a comparison 
with any of the delegation on that floor. He had known him 
long and intimately. He had seen him elected to the House of 
Representatives by as honest, as respectable, and as truth-loving 
a cormstituency, as his honorable colleague himself could boast 
of. He had seen him transferred from thence to a seat in the 
Senate by the same constituency, and finally elected by a joint 
vote of both branches of the Legislature vo the responsible of- 
fice of Printer to the State. Sull rising in the estimation and 
confidence of the public, he was re-elected daring the last win- 
ter to the same high, responsible office, by a vote of more than 
two to one in the Legislature of his State. Such, sir, is the 
character and standing of the individual on whom my honora- 
ble colleague would seek to wreak his political enmity to the - 
principles of the Administration, 

Mr. BOND said that if his colleague was willing to compare 
himself with the Editor of the Ohio statesman, he was at perfect 
liberty to doso; but that he (Mr. B.) would not agree to be put 
ona level with him. When his colleague said that he never 
heard the characters of the Editors of that paper impeached, he 
confessed he never was more astonished in his life. He had 
heard one of them published by the name of “lying Jake.” 

Mr. MEDILL would inquire whom his colleague alluded to. 

Mr. BOND said he alluded to Jacob Medary. 

Mr. MEDILL said that Jacob Medary was ia no way inte- 
rested in the Statesman or any other paper, either as Editor or 
pubiisher. 

Mr BOND. Thenif he is not the Editor of the Statesman, he 
is brother of the Editor. He was once interested, and he did not 
know that he had ceased to be so. 

Mt. MU DILL said, that when his colleague dragged into his 
debates on this floor the names of private individuals residing 
in his own State, and who wereno way connected with the sub- 
ject under consideration, he should be certain he was correct. 
As to epithets or cognomens of this kind, we know they are 
in the giitofall, and are sometives conferred on the most worthy 
and deserving. His honorable colleague was himself occa- 
sionally honored, in some places, with a nearly similar appella- 
tion, alter the publication of his celebrated speech a year or two 
since. Noone stands higher in the social community in which 
he resides than the young gentleman alluded to. As to my co.- 
league’s unwillingness to be compared to the Editor of the 
Statesman, perhaps it arises from his apprehensions of the 
result. If popular confidence at home is the criterion of re- 
spectability here, (and 1 do not know on what else my colleague 
particularly relies.) then is the Editor his superior. 

Mr. WELLER observed, that with the permission of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Watrerson, } he would like to say 
a word to his honorable colleague over the way, (Mr. Bonp.} 
The statement made by the Ohio Statesman in relation to the 
materials which composed the late Whig Convention, had been 
impeached by his colleague. All he desired to say on this sub- 
ject was, that so far as that list gave the business and occupa- 
uons of the delegates appointed from the distriet which he had 
the honor to represent, he believed it was strictly correct. He 
was personally acquainted with nearly all of the individuals 
named, and theretore had no hesitancy in making this state- 
ment. He would not undertake to say whether it was proper, 
or even decent, fer his colleague to drag before this House a 
private citizen of Ohio, and apply to him the epithet of “Lying 
Jake.’ Sir, said Mr. W. if that be decency, I should dislike 
very much to be called a decent m&n. 

{Here the Speaxgr called Mr. W. to order. | 

Mr. BOND said that, if his colleague had any thing to say to 
him personally, here or elsewhere, he was willing to hear it. 

Mr. WELLER. All I have to say to the gentleman, I have 
already said; and [hope he understands me. One other re- 
mark, (said Mr. W.) and [havedone. My colleague has stated 
that one of the Editors of the Statesman is known in Ohio by 
the appellation of “lying Jake.”” Now, sir, the veracity of my 
honorable colleague will be seen when I s'ate the fact, that the 
individual to whom he alludes is not one of the Editors of that 
paper, nor is he connected in any way with the publication of 
that paper. He is (said Mr. W.) as honorable and respectable 
a man as there is in the State, and will compare with my ho- 
norable colleague in truth and veracity, and every thing else that 
characterizes the gentleman. 

Mr. ANDREWS hoped the gentlemen from Ohio would go 
into one of the committee rooms and settle their State affairs, 
and that the order of the proceedings be enforced. 

Mr. BOND said he again pronounced the statement false. Bo 
faras regarded the county in which he lived, he knew that it 
was not true. Mr. B. again repeated that this paper was so 
notorious for its falsehoods, that in one instance one hundred 
and sixty lies had been detected in it. 

Mr. WELLER. Does my colleague mean to say that the 
statement is false with regard to the persons in the district 
where I live? Ifso, I have a word to say to him. 

Mr. BOND. Ido not speak of the district in which the gen- 
tleman lives; but I speak of the county of Muskingum and the 
county in which J live, and know it is false as regards the indi- 
viduals belonging to those countries. 

Mr. WATTERSON then continued his remarks without fur. 
therinterruption. When he concluded, the House, 

On motion of Mr. GENTRY, 

Adjourned, 





IN SENATE, 
Fray, April 3, 1840. 

Mr. BUCITANAN presente the memorial of a number of 
citizens of the State of Penneylvania, praying the passarge of a 
bankrupt law. ‘ ; 

Mr. ALLEN presented two memorials of inhabitants of Hu- 
ron county, Ohio, praying the passage of a bankrupt law. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of a number of citi- 
zens of the State of New York, praying the passage of a bank- 


rupt law; ; 
Which were severally referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. E 
Mr PORTER presented the memorial of a number of pro- 
prietors of American steam vessels, praying a repea) of certain 
provisions of the act of July 7, 1838; which was laid on the 


table. 
Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Thomas and Ral 
Haskins; which was sipentiet os Committee on the ju- 


oer YOUNG submitted a document in relation v» the bill 
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portion of the public lands for the purposes therein expressed; 
which was otloved to be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN submitted additional documents in rela- 
tion to the memoria! of the clerks in the custom-house at Phila- 
deiphia; which, with the memorial, were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the petition of William B. Mc- 
Muruie. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, to which 
had been referred bills from the House . 

For the relief of Richard Booker and others; 

For the relief of Gamalie!l E. Smith; and 

For the relief of Thomas W. Taylor; 
reported the same severally withoutamend rent. 

r. HI. also from the same committee to which was referred 
House bills 

For the relief of Nicholas Hedges; and 

For the relief of James Cox; 
made adverss reports thereon respectively. 

Mr. HI. also, from the same commitiee, to which was referred 
the petition on the subject, reported a bill for the relief of N. G. 
Hamilton; which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which were referred 

The petition of John Scrivener and others; 

The petition of N.G. Hamilton; and 

The petition of the heirs of John Chalmers; 
made adveree reports thereen; which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred the bill for the relief of the administrator of 
Joseph Edson, made an adverse report thereon; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. TALLMADGE submitted the followlng resolution for 
consideration: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to cause to be laid 
before the Senate, as early as practicable, the whole of the pro- 
ceedings of a court martial recently assembled at Charlestown, 
Maseachueetts, for the trial of 2d Lieutenant Louis F. Whitney, 
of the Marine Corps; the charges and specifications against 
him; as well as‘al! correspondence had in relation thereto, be- 
tween the Secretary of the Navy, or any one else by his direc. 
tions, and all other persons whomsoever: also, that he be re- 
queated to communicate whether a certain letter, signed “G 
W. Davis,” containing allegations against Lieut. Whitney, re- 
ceived by the Secretary of the Navy in December last, did not 
on the trial prove to be fictitious; as well, also, whether any 
siape have been taken for the purpose of discovering the writer 
or author of the said letter 

Acreeably to not ce, Mr. TALLMADGE asked and obtained 
leave to bring in a bill to establish an uniform system of bank- 
ruptcy throughout the United States; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Commitee on the Judiciary, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Agreeably to previous notice, Mr. SEVIER asked and ob- 
tained leave to bring 1n a bill for the relief of George Duval and 
others; which was read twice, an:l referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

The bill to relinquish the reversionary interest of the United 
Biates to acertain reservation in the State of Alabama, was 
read a third time, and passed. 

The bill for the discontinuance of the office of surveyor ge- 
neral in the several districts, so seon asthe surveys therin can 
be completed, and for abolishing land offices under certain cir- 
cumstances, was taken up. 

The third section of the bill to abolish the office of Solicitor 
was stricken out of the bill. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama had then offered an amendment to 
abolish the office of Recorder of the General Land Office. The 
amendment was advocated by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, and 
opposed by Messrs. KING, PRESTON, TAPPAN, and 
CLAYTON, and rejected — ayes 18, nays 25, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Crittenden, Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, Lumpkin, 
Merrick, Norvell, Pierce, Preston, Roane, Strange, Tappan, and 
White—18. 

NAYS--Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Davis, Dixon, King, Linn, Mouton, Nicholas, Phelps, Por- 
ter, Prentiss, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Wall, Web- 
ster, Wright, and Young—25. 

The bill was then, after being amended on motion of Mr. 
SMITH of Indiana, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

The bil! for the continuation of the Cumberland road in the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, was then taken up, the 
question being on the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. SOUTHARD addressed the Senate at 'engthin opposi- 
tion to the bill. While he believed fully that Congress had the 
constitutional power to appropriate money for works of inter- 
nal improvement, he was opposed to borrowing money for that 
purpose. The Administration had not recommended this ap. 
propriation, the Secretafy of the Treasury had not included it 
in his annual estimates, and he, for one, was not willing to sub- 


ject himself, and the party with which he acted, to the charge 


of extravagant appropriations, after the lecture they had re- 
ceived from the Executive on the subject of economy. He ad- 
veried to the anuual message of the President, and particularly 
that portion of it recommending economy in the public expen- 
ditures, and denounced it as the most impudent and the most in- 
sulting lecture that has ever been given to any Congress by any 


man who has ever honored or dishonored the Executive chair. 


Mr. 8. was followed by 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, who said he had always believed 
that the Constitution conferred the power on Congress to make 
appropriations for the construction of works of internal im- 
provement. But while he believed this, he could not support 
the present bill, when it would be necessary to create a na- 
tional debt to procure funds for carrying on the road. He al- 
luded to the veto on the Maysville road bill, and said that, since 
that period, the three States of Ohio, Indiana, and Hlinois, have 
had a menopoly of the favors of the Government in the way of 
peas for internal improvement, to the exclusion of 
ali the other States of the Union. He said that these 
three States had supported the Administration, and the 
Executive who vetoed the Maysville turnpike road, which 
was alink in the great southwestern arm of the Navional 
road, and now support an Administration pledged to the 
same principles; and a majority of the delegates from 
those States have always voted against the bill to dis- 
tribute the proceeds of the public lands among the se- 
vejal States, which would enable al] to participate in the 


benefits which were now enjoyed by these three States ex- 
clusively. He referred vo the great expense of the road, which 
in Indiana cest at the rate of $14,000 per mile, while in Ken- 
tucky the State had constructed upwards of six hundred miles 
of Macadamized road at arate of about $6000 per mile. He 
attributed this to a shameful waste ofthe public money, or that 
those who had the managementof the read considered them- 
selves as entitied toa share ofthe public spoils, and had go- 
verned themselves accordingly. Considering the embarrassed 
state of the Treasury, and considering the propriety of the mem- 
bers of the Opposition avoiding even the appearance of coun- 
tenancing extravagant appropriauions, he thought the best 
course would be to remit the whole subject to President Harri- 
son, who would take possession of the White House on the 5th 
of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-one. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana followed in reply to Messrs. SOUTH- 
ARD and CLAY of Kentucky. He examined the several posi- 
tions assumed by those gentlemen, and argued to show their 
unsoundness, They had pretended to oppose its present prose- 
cution on the ground that the country was in debt; while the 
journals would show that those gentlemen had voted for much 
larger appropriations for this road, when the national debt was 
ten times greater than at present. They oppose it now when 
we have a debt of five millions of Treasury notes, and yet they 
voted for larger appropriations for the road when we had a na- 
tional debt of fifty millions of dollars. The Senator from Ken- 
tucky |Mr. Cray] had stated that as he had voted against the 
Treasury Note bill, he felt it would not be right in him to vote 
fora bill which would draw so much money from the Trea- 
sury. Butthe Senator is well aware that the bill was passed: 
that the Treasury has been supplied with means, which, if not 
expended on this read, will be expended on other objects in which 
the people ef the West have no interest, But the Senators from 
Kentucky (Mr. Chay} and New Jersey (Mr. SovrHarp]) have 
given us another reason for voting against this bill—that it has 
not been recommended by the Administration. Thisis a strange 
argument, coming from that quarter. When did they begin 
to take the recommendations of the Administration as 
the guide for their conduct? He felt that he was as 
much disposed as either of those gentlemen to take the 
Administration for his guide, but he would not permit 
the recommendation of this Administration, or of any other, 
to influence him to give a vote which his judgment 
and conscience told him was wrong. The President had re- 
commended the Sub-Treasury bill. Had either of those gentle- 
men been influenced by his recommendation? Did they vote 
for it? 1 come here, said Mr. 8. to represent a sovereign and in- 
dependent State, and not to represent this Administration; and 
what I feel that duty to my State and to my country commands 
me to do, that I wall do. utterly regardless whether the Admi- 
nistration pointsto the rightor to the left. While every other 
appropriation of the Government is supported, this alone is 
singléd out as an object of attack. While millions upon mil- 
lions are expended on your®eaboard, this small appropriation 
for the favorite measure of the West is to be denied. He had 
expected that if this great measure was to receive the fatal 
blow, it would go down by the hands of its enemies, and not by 
the hands of its professed friends, 

Mr. YOUNG followed at length in reply to Messrs. Cray 
and Sovrnarp. He said the fiat had gone forth, and the bill 
must fall; but he said the road would not be relinquished, and 
the States interested in it would soon be enabled to present it 
under more potent auspices, if not here, at least in another 
wing ofthe Capitol, when he trusted they would be able to 
make their rights felt and respected. He had thought that 
when the appropriations in this bill had been cut dewn to 
one-half their original amount, it would have been 
permitted to pass. He scouted the idea that because this 
country was in debt to the trivial amount of five millions of dol- 
lars, that was a sufficient reason for stopping this great national 
work. We had seen votes appropriating-larger sums when 
the Treasury was in amuch worse condition than at present. 
Mr. Y. then quoted various passages !rom the journal in sup 
port ofhis argument; and, after some further remarks from 
Messrs, CLAY of Kentucky, and SMITH of Indiana, 

The question was taken, Shall this bill be ordered to be en 
grossed fora third reading? and the yeas and nays being demand- 
el. it was decided in the negative—ayes 20, noes 22, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanav, Davis, Fulton, 
Grundy, Linn, Mersick, Nicholas, Porter, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Webster, 
White, Wright, and Young—-20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Alaba- 
ma, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Dixon, 
Henderson, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Phelps, Pierce, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Roane, Ruggles, Smith of Connecticut, Southard, 
and Strange—22. 

So the bill was lost. 

A motion was then made that the Senate adjourn until Mon- 
day next. 

r. BENTON hoped it would be withdrawn, as the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs were anxious that the bill providing 
for an increase of the military force in the suffering Territory 
of Florida should be taken up, and he proposed that the bill 
should be taken up to-morrow. 

The motion to adjourn until Monday was sustained, and 

The Senate adjourned until Monday next. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, April 3, 1840. 

Mr. GALBRAITH, by general consent, laid before the House 
certain documents in relation tothe claim of Mary Biookhau- 
sen of Pennsy!vania (now aged about 103 years) the widow of 
Capta'n Brookhausen deceased; which were referred tothe Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

The CHAIR announced that the business first in order was 
the resoluuion reported from the Committee of Elections, by Mr. 
CAMPBELL, chairman, to print all the testimony in relation to 
the New Jersey contested election; and the amendment to said 
resolution by Mr. GarLanp of Louisiana, to discharge the com- 
mittee from the fur. her consideration of certain testimony now 
before it, for the purpose of having it printed. i 

Mr. FILLMORE, who was still entitled to the floor on the 
above question, defended the positions he had assumed inrela- 
tion to the difference of opinion existing between the minority 
and the majority of the committee, as to their proceedings. He 
intimated that he wished to avoid any difficulty as to those dif- 
ferences of opinion. His object was then as it always had been, 
peace and harmony. Mr. r. having concluded his remarks, 
which will be published hereafter, 


Mr. CRABB obtained the floor. He wished 
words, not beeause he felt himselfimplicated by any of the 
marks which had been made by members of the majoricy. 1° 
matter had been so long discussed, that he felt the ieee hen 
be relieved from further infliction by the debate; but he tho = 
it due to his colleagues in the minority to say afew wor a 

Whatever might be the facts as to the reading of the evia, 
whatever gentlemen might remember in regard to it,is not the ip, 
portant question. The burden of the complaint 18 not as to) 
much of the testinony was read, but that the committee dj . 
give the testimony due weight. The journal shows the fact u 
large portion of the testimony was excluded; and the re a 
the majority is based on who had the largest number en + 
In justice to his colleagues of the minority, Mr. C. would — 
what he reco lected in regard to the fact of reading the ao 
They were for making a reportin favor of those who held th 
certificates of the Governor, given in pursuance of law . 
lieving it the highest evidence of return. Other gentle ‘ 
were in favor ofa report made on a different basis. “Th, nos 
mony before the committee was read, just 80 far ag was : 
— to determine whether it was competent or noi. Jn oe 
to the claimants who held the commissions, there was oie 
deposition read, ashe remembered. Mr. C. examined the 4 
timony himself thoroughly, so far as Was material io brin re 
mind to acortect conclusion upon the points raised jn 4 - 
mittee. The question of legality of votes never was considered. 
the minority, in their report, had never asserted that the Lest), 
mony was not read to determine its competency, but that it Was 
not to be read with a view to its effect on the committee. Tp 
whole of it never was read, in fact, for any purpose; and little, 
if any, was ever read with a view to its effect. upon any of the 
questions before the committee. None was read with a view 
tosettle the legality of the votes polled, for that question was ne. 
re examined by the committee with a view to its determina. 


to say a few 


Mr. C. stated his course in reference to the testimony. He 
had voted against the admission of a large portion of it, a4. 
duced by both sides, under the circumstances, mainly with a 
view to afford an opportunity to the several persons Claimins 
the contested seats to perfect their testimony. He believed ; 
would have been the proper course for both the majority an 
minority of the committee te have submitted their reports to the 
House at the same time, that the matter might have gone {ori} 
to the country together with the evidence and journal of ike 
committee. The members of the committee stood ina delicate 
position towards each other; and, in order to avoid differences 
between them, they should not have taken part in the cebate, 
but left it to the other members of the House. Mr. C. said the 
report of the minority had been refused an introduction int» {tie 
House until the majority report had been acted on. If gentle. 
men would refer tothe journal of the 10th of March, previously 
to the decision of the House on the resolution offered by the gen. 
tleman from Pennsylvauia, [Mr. Perrik1n,] they would see that 
the House did refuse to receive the minority report. It ye. 
quired a vote of two-thirds to receive it; and, in consequence, 
it was rejected. He said itshould have been received, that ths 
views of the minority might have their proper influence. Ifhe 
was not satisfied that the House was tired of the subject, he 
would take it up and show the principles ef action of the ma. 
jority and minority, and the motives which actuated himself. 
But he proposed that the matter might here be closed, and 
therefore refrained from further remark. 

Mr. CUSHING having obtained the floor, said he had sought 
it for some time in order to bring this discussion toa close. He 
begged leave to say that this debate, obstructing, as it did dur. 
ing the morning hour, the whole public business, had becomea 

ublic nuisance. He moved the previous question. (Cries of 

‘Good, good.’’] 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina appealed to Mr. Cusnixo 
to withdraw the demand for only ten minutes; and he pledged 
himself not to occupy the House longer than that time. 

Mr. WISE suggested that his colleague, (Mr. Borrs,] a men- 
ber of the committee, and who was very much interested inthis 
matter in a personal view, was not present. Mr. W. did no 
know what the gentleman from South Carolina designed to say, 
but he hoped that, if it was any thing which required explana- 
tion or reply from his colleague, an somnenty would be given 
for reply. Mr. W. saw no reason why the debate should not 
be arrested now. 

After some desultory conversation, Mr. CUSHING said that, 
as gentlemen all around him objected to his withdrawing the de 
mand for the previous question, he must persist in it. 

The previous question was then seconded, and the main 
question ordered; which main question was on the adoption of 
the amendment and resolution. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND proposed to modify his amendment 
to read as follows: 

“ And that the said committee be instructed to report the ev!- 
dence referred to it on the 6th of March, which was delivered (0 
the chairman of the committee previous to the report being 
adopted, and whic} the majority refused to open, or send to th 
Speaker to be opened, in order that it might be considered, and 
that the same be printed ”” 

The SPEAKER ruled the modification out of order, — 
3 contained a proposition irrelevant to the mater before (he 
House. 

Mr, R. GARLAND then withdrew it. : G 

The question was then taken on the amendment of Mr. ©. * 
originally offered, and it was rejected. _ 

The question recurring on the adoption of the resolution Te 
ported by the committee, . ho 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina said he wished (o see = 
would object to printing the testimony, and demanded o 
yeas a nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas '* 
nays 3. 

So the resolution was adopted. . tes 

Mr. PICKENS, on leave, presented certain documents 'r0! 
the United States Consul at Canton, (Mr. Snow,) in addit ove 
those already laid before the House, which, on motion °° 
P. were referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, a 
dered to be printed, ia 

Mr. LINCOLN, by the unanimous consent of the nacre 
behalf of his colleague, Mr. Lawrence, who is still con! , 
his room by sickness, presented the following petitions: 
petition of Joeeph Balch, president of the Merchan’s Insu 
Company, and the officers of numerous insurance ie 
merchants, shipmasters, shipowners, and pilots, ecking 

i f a light-house on Prescot 
appropriation for the erection of a lig the Con 
Rock, in the harbor of Boston; which was referred (o do 
mittee on Commerce. Of John Lilly and a - 
turers of umbrellas and parasols, asking to have 
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gored; which, by the adjudication of the courts, has been held 
to be applicable to those articles when imported into the 

nd States: referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Of Phebe Rogers, of Charlestown, Massachusetts, setting forth 
that ber husband was a head er, in the employ of the Go- 

ronment, in the nav yard in lestown, when he fell from 
the foreyard of the ship Independenc and was killed: repre- 
; ting, also, her extreme poverty a distress, and asking a 
wrision in her favor: referred to the Committee on Military 
I faire. Of Elizabeth Sweatt, only surviving child of Benja- 
a Richards, representing that her father was in the service of 
his count on the United Stares brig of war Pickering, in 
the year 1800, when the vessel was lost, with all on board, and 

ying that ahe ~ be admitted to a participation in the nav 

sion fund, to which she has been advised that she is entitled: 
Prerred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. Of the heirs of 

holomew Trose, late of Charlestown, Massachuse ts, set- 
ting forth the meritorious services of their ancestor in the Re- 
yolutionary War, and praying compensation therefor: referred 
w the Committee om Revolutionary Claims. Of Benjamin 
Lyons of Dorchester, Massachusetts, representing his Revolu- 
jonary services, and asking to be put upon the roll of Revolu- 
tionary Pensioners: referred to the Committee on Revolutiona- 
ions. 

Pinger of Mr. BRIGGS, it was resolved that the rules of 
the House, as amended, be printed. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House further testimony in 
relation to the New Jersey contested election; which, 

On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina, was refer- 
red to the Committee of Elections. y 

Engroesed bill for the relief of John M. Jacqueline, was 
iaken up On its third reading, read the third time, and 


e 


The bill for the relief of Bailey and Delord, came up in order, 
onitsthird reading, when 

Mr. DANA spoke a short time in favor of the bill. 

Mr. HAND followed in favor of the bill, and offered an amend- 
rent, proposing to allow —— dollars, and —— per centage; 
and 


After some conversation between the SPEAKER and Mr. 
HAND, the question was taken on the amendment, and it was 
rejected. The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third 

ding. 

“o ection, the House then went into Committee of the 
Whole, (Mr. DavEE in the chair, on the bills on the private 
calendar, heretofore referred to it, from No. 57 to75 inclusive; 
and aller some time spent in the consideration of the same, the 
committee rose and reported all to the House without amend. 
ment, except the bill for the relief of James L. Cochran, the 
amendment to which was concurred in; and this bill, with all 
the others, were ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The following bills from the Senate, included in those ordered 
to be engrossed, were read the third time and passed, viz: 

Anact for the relief of John H. Jacobs; and 

an act for the relief of Alvarez Fisk, and the representatives 
of Thomas P. Eskridge. c ; 

The following bills of the House, included in those reported 
this day from the Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be en- 
grossed, were read the third time and passed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Smith and Farnsworth; 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Champlin and others; 

A bill for the relief of Robert Milnor and John Thompson; 

A bill for the relief of Nathan Levy; 

A bill for the relief of Gilbert A. Smith and Nathan Stark; 

A bill granting two townships of land for the use of the Uni- 
versi'y of lowa; : ; 

Abill to authorize James Alexander to relinquish certain 
lands, and to locate other landin lieu thereof; 

A bill fur the relief of James Brewer; 

A bill granting a right of pre-emption to certain lots in the 
town of Perrysburg, in Ohio; F 

A bill granting a section of land for the use of schools it St. 
Clair county, Llinois; 

A bill to annex a certain tract of land to the Coosa land dis- 
trict, in the State of Alabama, and for other purposes; 

A bill for the relief of Sutton Stephens; 2 

A bill for the relief of the representativesof William Wil- 
liams, senr. deceased; 

Abill for the relief of the vepresentatives of John Grem- 
tall, sen. deceased. ; 

On motion of Mr. R. GARLAND, engrossed bill for the relief 
of Mary Tucker was postponed. . 

Engrossed bill for the relief of Bailey and Deloid, coming up 
for a third reading, 


Mr. HAND spoke at some length, and showed that the bill, 
nls present form, would be of no utility. If there was jus- 
lice In the case, of which there could be no doubt, he thought 
the House ought to do justice. These men made large ad- 
vances to the we sca when its credit was very low, during 
the last war, and furnished the troops with supplies; and all the 
survivors asked was that they should be indemnified for the 
amount advanced. Mr. H. then moved to recommit the bill to 
the Committee of Claims, with instructions to report an 
amendment, allowing $20,000 to the claimants. 


Mr. DAWSON said if it was the intention of the House to 
‘o change the character of the bill, he thought they had better 
adopt the amendment; but the committee which reported the 

ll were unanimous in the conclusions it had come to. The 
Claim was founded on — debts incurred by the soldiers; 
and he thought it would be a bad principle to estab!ish, to make 
the Government responsible for debts of that character. 

Mr. HAND demanded the yeas and nays on the motion to re- 
commit; which were not, however, ordered. , 

The question was then taken on the proposition, and rejected; 
and the bill, as reported from the Committee of the Whole, was 
read the third time, and passed.“ 

On motion of Mr L WILLIAMS, 

Engrossed bill for the relief of Robert Milnor, late gauger 


_ customs at Philadelphia, was postponed till this day 


raneroened bil a the relief of the owners of the schooner 
rothers, put upon its passage, 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi demanded the yeas and 
hays; and upon dividing the Mouse to ascertain whether there 
a @ record, there were—ayes 15, nays 40, no quorum 


Mr. R. GARLAND moved a call of the House, and demanded 
the yeas and nayson that motion; which were ordered; and were 


ta nays 
the House determined to have @ call, and it was pro- 





ceeded in till 123 answered to there names; when their being a 


uorum, 

Mr. HOWARD moved to dispense with all further pro- 
ceedings in the call; which wasagreed to—yeas 58, nays 32. 

The House then resumed the consideration of the bill, and the 
question being “ Shall the bill pass?” 

Mr. 'FHOMPSON of Mississippi said he would oppose the 
passage of any bill without a quorum of the House; and for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether there be a quorum, he called 
for tellers to take a count, which were ordered; and. Messrs. 
THompPson of Mississippi, and Stswarr having been ap- 
pointed such, reported that there were—ayes 65, nays25. No 
quorum having voted, 

Mr. THOMPSON of Miecsissippi moved that the House ad- 
journ; on which motion the yeas and nays were demanded; 
and a ordered, were—yeas 28, nays 100. 

So the House having refused to adjourn, and 
a question again recurring on the passagevuf the above 

il, 

Mr. ADAMS demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and were—yeas 95, nays 30. 

So the bill was passed. 

Engrossed bill for the relief of John L. Bowman and Enoch 
J Noyes having received a third reading, and the question, being 
Shall the bill pass? 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi called for tellers, and 

Mr. ADAMS demanied the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ANDREWS moved a call of the House; which was not 
ordered. 

After a few remarks by Mr. EVANS in favor of the bill, and 
Mr. THOMPSON of eae? In Opposition, 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and were— yeas 88, nays 43. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. ADAMS, by peimission, presen'ed the memorial of F. 
L. Smith, asking the establishment of an Agricultural and Edu- 
— Department of Government; which was ordered to be 

rinted. 

z All ~ private bills on the SpEAKER’s table having been dis 
0 ’ 
On motion of Mr. BROWN of Tennessee, 
The House, at half past 4 o’clock, adjourned. 





The following petiiions were presented by Mr. Davee of 
Maine, on Monday, the 30th of March, 1840: Six petitions from 
the citizens of the State of Maine, praying for a reduction on 
postage. A petition of the inhabitants of Piscataquis county, 
State of Maine, praying for a mail route from Waverville to 
Dover, through Pittsfield, Palmyra, Conviana and Dexter. 
From citizens of M@ine, praying the extension of the pension 
laws in relation to the widows of deceased officers and soldiers 
of the Revolution. Of Isaac Sawyer of Piscataquis county, in 
the State of Maine, a soldierofthe last war with Great Britain, 
praying for apension. Of Joshua R. Harvey, of the county of 
Penobscot, in the State of Maine, a soldier inthe Jate war with 
Great Britain, praying for a pension. Of John Campbell of tle 
county of Penobscot, in the State of Maine, a soldier in the late 
war with Great Britain, praying for a pension. Of John Ste- 
vens, of the county of Somerset, State of Maine, who served 
during the war of the Revolutionin the privateering service, 
praying for a pension; which was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions. Memorials of citizens of Bloom- 
field and Conneville, State of Maine, against the annexation of 
Texas to the United States. Two petitions of the inhabitants 
of Cornville and Bloomfield, praying the recognition of the in- 
dependence of Hayti by the Government ef the United States. 
A petition of the inhabitants of the State of Maine, praying the 
adoption of measures for procuring a Congress of Nations for 
the settlement of international disputes. emorial of Moses 
Gilman and 65 others, of the State of Maine, Saugersville, pray- 
ing that the standing rule adopted by the Mouse of Represen- 
tatives of the United States, on the 28th of June, 1840, may be 
rescinded. A petition of Asa Reddington, Robert P. Dunlap, 
and Edward Kent, a committee of the Temperance Society of 
the State of Maine, praying that the spirit ration in the navy 
may be discontinued. Of Allen Rogers, of the State of Maine, 
stating that a brig belonging to him, brought in from Rio Ja- 
neire to Philadelphia a number of men attached to the United 
States Exploring Expedition, and that, on the voyage said ves- 
seliwas compelled to stop at Bahia fora supply of provision; 
for which, and their incidental expenses, he prays remunera- 
tion. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, April 4, 1840. 

Mr JONES of Virginia observed that the diffi- 
culties and delays which were daily pre ented in the 
way of the action of the House on the arpropria- 
tion bills, the importance of which must be appa- 
rent to every one of the members of the House, in- 
duced him to ask leave to offer a resolution to 
bring one of them, at an early day, before the 
House. He would take occasion to say that ith d 
heretofure been the practice of the House to make 
bills of this character the special order of the day 
for every day after one o’clock, till disposed of. In 
accoidance twith this practice, the resolution he 
wished to offer proposed to make the civil and di- 
plomatic appropriation bill the special order for 
Wednesday next, to continue such every day after 
one o’clcck till disposed of. 

Mr. LINCOLN hoped the gentleman would not 
press his motion at present. It would give rise to 
debate, and prevent the committees from reporting, 
which they had had no opportunity of doing this 
session. 

The resolution was then read. 

Mr. BRIGGS asked, if the resolution passed, 
if the appropriation bills would not take prece- 
dence over all other business, and if the bill to 
prevent frauds on the revenue, which was made 
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the special order for Tuesday next, would not be 


suspeaded by it. 

The SPEAKER answered that the effect of the 
resolution, if adopted, would be to give the appro- 
priation bills precedence over all other business. 
The Speaker then announced, that if no member 
objected, the resolution would be received by gene- 
ral consent. 

Mr. STANLY rose and sail that he objected. 

Mr. JONES said he could not consent that the 
public business shou!d be passed over in this way, 
without making some effort to prevent it; he there- 
fore moved a suspension of the rules to enable 
him to submit the resolution, and on that motion, 
demand: d the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 91, nays 3}. 

So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. J. then intreduced his resolution, and 
moved the previous question on its adoption; which 
was seconded, and the main question ordered; 
which main question was, ‘‘ Shall the resolution 
be adopted?” 

Mr. RUSSELL demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 107 nays 53. 

So the resolation was acopted. 

The SPEAKER said that reports from commit- 
tees were next in order; and called the committees 
for that purpose; when 

Mr. CONNOR, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill forthe retief of Joha B. 
Lasalle; which was twice read, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. CONNOR, the same commit- 
tee was discharged from the further consideration 
of a certain memorial and joint resolutions of the 
Legislature of Michigan for an appropriation to 
comp'e'e roads heretofore commenced by the 
United States, within the limits of Michigan; and 
it was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. J. W. JONES, from the same committee, 
reported a bill making appropriations for ceriain 
furtifications for the year 1840; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. J. W. JONES laid before the House certain 
estimates of the amount that would be necessary to 
carry into effect the bil of this session to restore 
certain invalid and other pensioners the amount of 
pensions by them relinquished; which was ordered 
to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. EVANS, from the same committee, report- 
eda bill making appropriation for surveys and 
other purposes; which was twice read, and appro- 
priately committed. 

Mr. E alse m ported an amendment to be moved 
to the bill to prevent frauds on the revenue, when 
that bill shall be taken up. 

Mr. RHETT, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Thomas Lathan; 
which was read twice,and committed. 

Mr. R. GARLAND inquired of the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and means whether that 
committee had yet considered the bill for the con- 
tinuation of the removal of the Red River raft. 

Mr. J. W. JONES was understood to say that it 
had been considered, and that a member of the 
committee had been authorized to report it back to 
the House; but that it had been temporarily laid 
aside for the purpose of further examination by a 
member of the committee. 

On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, the Commi tee of 
Claims was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of Captain William W. Peden, 
and that he have leave to withdraw his petition. 

Mr. R. from the Committee of Claims, reported 
a bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 

-John Barnes, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of the sureties of H. H. B. 
Hays, late Posimaster at Claiborae, in Alabama; 
which were read twice, and apprropiiately com- 
miited. 


Mr. R. also reported back to the House, Senate 
bill, entitled “‘An act to authorize the Secretary of 
War to adjust and pay ‘to Benjamin Murphy, of 
Arkansas, the value of his corn, cattle, and hogs, 
taken by the Cherokee Indians in the month of De- 
cember, 1828;” with an amendment to strike out 
the enacting clause; which were committed to the 
Committee of the Whole, 
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Mr. R. also made unfavorable reports on the pe- 
titions of Austin Brokenbrough, Elizabeth S. W. 
Bacot, and others; Henrietta Beard, John Balch, 
James Taylor, of Kentucky; which were severally 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of General Duncan L. 
Clinch; and a bill for the relief of John Cocke; 
which were read twice, and appropriately com- 
mitled. 

Mr. D. also reported back to the House, Senate 
bill, entitled an act in addition to an act for the re- 
lief of Walter Loomis and Abel Gay, appioved 
July 2d, 1836, with an ameridment to sirike out 
the enacting clause; and it was committed. 

Mr. BANKS, from the same committee, made 
an unfavorable report on the petition of Andrew 
Bartle; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the same committee, 
made unfavorable reports in the cases of E. P. 


_ Miller, Charles Sumpsion, Cyrus E. Scott, and 


William Ri e; which were severally ordered to he 
on the table. 

On motion of Mr. GIDDINGS, 

Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the case 
of H. G. Ramsay, and that it be referred to the 
Secretary of the Treasury for adjustment. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the Springfield Ma- 
nufacturing Company; and a bill fur the relief of 
the legal representctives of Dr. John Gray; which 
were severally twice read, and committed. 

Mr. GALBRAITH, from the same committee, 
ma ie an unfavorable report on the case of Peter 
C. Fox; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. J. W. WILLIAMS, from the same com- 
mittee, reported back to the House, without amend- 
ment, Senate bill entitled an act for the relief of 
William A. Whitehead, late collector of the cus- 
toms for the port of Key Wes’; which was com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. W. also made aa unfavorable report on the 
petition of Allen Gentry; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. HABERSHAM, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill for the relief of the 
Vestry and Churchwardens of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church of the parish of St. Philip, in Charles- 
ton, Sonth Carolina; which was read twice, and 
committed. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST, on leave, presented a 
memorial of the masters of vessels and steamboats 
navigatin, Naraganset Bay: referred to the Com- 
mittee of Commerce. 

Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reporied back to the House, without amend- 
ment, resolution of the Senate authorizing the Pre- 
s dent of the United Siates to cause certain surveys 
to be made: commitied. 

Mr. C. also reporied the following bills, viv: 

A bill for the relief of Isaac and Thomas S. 
Winslow; 

A bill for the relief of S. and T. Dorr and Co.; 

A bill for the relief of Harvey and Flagg; and 

A bill to authorize debenture bonds to be can- 
celled in certain cases; 
which were severally read twice, and committed. 

On motion of Mr. WELLER, the Committee 
of Commerce was discharged from the cases of 
John Wood and others, and of Betvey Hawley 
and were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. W. also made an unfavorable report on the 
case of Joha G. Munn and othe!s; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. W. also, from the same commi'tee, reported 
a bill for the relief of the owoers and crew of the 
schooner Martha, and a bill for the rélief of John 
McColgan; which were read twice, and appro- 
priately committed. 

Mr. BURKE, from the same committee, re- 
poited 

A bill for the relief of Josiah Holmes; 

A bill for the relief of Nathan Smith and others; 

A bill for the relief of the owners and crew of 
the schooner Succes:; and 

A bill for the relief of the owners and legal re- 
presentatives of the crew of the schooner In- 
dustry; 
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which were severally read twice, and committed. 

Mr. B.. also made unfavorable reports in the 
cases of Levi Eldridge, John Patterson, John H. 
Russell, Joseph James, and Josiah Sturges: seve- 
rally ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. JAMES GARLAND, from the Committee 
on the Public Lands, reported a bill to extend the 
time of issuing military land warrants to officers 
and soldiers of the Revolutionary army; and 

A bill to grant a township of land to the State of 
Virginia, for the use of the Virg nia Institution for 
the education of the deaf and dumb, and the 
blind; 
which were read twice, and appropriately com- 
mitted. 

On motion of Mr. J. GARLAND, the same 
commitiee was discharged from the further conside- 
ration of the petition of George Mavfield, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims; and also, it was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of A. W. Hads- 
peth and others, and the petition erdered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr.CORWIN, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported a ti!l prescribing the future mode 
of selling the public lan’s in certain land districts 
in the State of Ohio; which was read twice, and 
committed. 

Mr. REYNOLDS, from the Committee on the 
Publie Lands, reported 

A bill for the benefit of James Anderson, of the 
Territory of lowa; and 

A bill for the relief of Michael Glass of M’ssouri; 
which were read twice, and committed. 

Mr. R also made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of the inhabitants of Cahokia, in relation 
to school lands: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the same committee, re- 
ported 

A bill to compensate the township of Dublin, in 
Mercer county, Ohio, for the loss of school lands; 
and 

A bill to enable a certain township in Ohio to 
obtain their school lands, and for other purposes; 
which were read twice, and committed. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE of Kentucky, the 
Committee on the Public Lands was discharged 
from the consideration of the cases of Henry Un- 
derhill, Samuel Gladney, A. Hudspeth, Tarlton 
Ellege, James Wh te, Elisha Boon, and John Bart- 
lett; aud the petitions were ordered to lie on the 
table. ; 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported back to the House, with- 
ent amendment, Senate bill, entitled “An act to 
establish an addtional Jand district in the State of 
Alabama;” which-was committed. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, reported 

A bill granting the right of way through the pab- 
lic landsito the different internal improvement com- 
panies in the States of Alabama and Miss ssippi; 
and 

A bill granting the mzht of pre-emption to per- 
sons who had settled upon sixteenth sections pre- 
vicus to their survey; which were read twice, and 
appropriate'y committed. 

Mr. H. also made unfavorable reports on the 
petitions of John H. Hickman, Jobn H. Rebinson, 
and Elisha Morehead, and others; which were seve- 
rally ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mi-sis:ippi, from the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands, made unfavorable re- 
peris on the memorial of the trastees of Irwinton 
Academy, and the memorial of the mayor and 
aldermen of We'umpka, in the State of Alabama; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MARVIN, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Pus! Roads, reported 

A bill for the relief of Peters, Moore and Co. 
and 

A bill for the relief of Walker, Caruthers and 
Co. and of Rhodes and Austill; 
which were read twice, and ccmmitted. 

Mr. McKAY, from the same commi tee, made 
unfavorable reports on the petitions of William R. 
Jenkins, Christian Schuyler, Thomas McMa ter, 
hg William Tuiern; which were laid on the 
table. 

Mr. BROWN of Mississippi, from the same 

. 





commit'ee, made unfavorable reports on the ti 
tions of Peter Grinnell, Andrew Craig, William 
C. Targo, and Joel Beaman; which were ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. LEADBETTER, from the same committee 
made an unfavorable report inthe case of Rober, 
C. Stickney: ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. TURNEY, the Committee op 
the Judiciary was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the case of Simon D. Kittle; and it 
was ordered to lie on the tab'e. 

Mr. T. from the same committee, reported a bij) 
for the relief ef James Morrow and Jonathan Tip. 
ton; which was read twice, and committed, 

_ HOFFMAN, from the same committ 
porte 

A bill for the relief of Goreham A. Worth; and 

A bill to regulate the legal proccedings, and io 
provide for the more speedy trial of causes in the 
Circuit Court of the United State for the district of 
Missouri; which were read twice, and committed, 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, report: 
ed back to the House, without amendment, Senate 
bill entitled an act to authorize the Secretary of 
the Treasury to make an arrangement to compro- 
mise with any of the sureties on bonds given to the 
United States by Samuel Swartwout, late collector 
of the customs for the port of New York; which 
was committed to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Unicn. 

Mr. MASON, from the same committee, report. 
ed a bill for the relief of David Alspach; which 
was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. M. also, from the same committee, made an 
unfavorable report on the petition of James P. 
Carlton; which was ordered to lie on the table, 

On motion of Mr. MASON, the Committee on 
the Judiciary was discharged from the further con. 
sideration of the petition of Daniel B. Price, and 
from the memorial of the Legislative Council of 
Iowa, for an extension of the jurisdic'ion of the 
justices of the peace; and they were ordered to lie 
on the table, 

Mr. SAMUELS, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill for the relief of Wm. J. 
Roberts, and a bill for the relief of John Roberts, 
which were read twice; when 

Mr. SAMUELS moved that as these bills con- 
tained no appropriation, and as it was important 
they should be speedily acted on, they should by 
general consent be engrossed, and placed on the 
calendar for their final passage. 

Mr. BANKS supported this motion, and moved 
that the bills and reports accompanying them be 
printed; which was agreed to. 

Mr. SAMUELS, from the same committee, re- 
ported back to the House, without amendment, 
Senate bill, entitled an act, supplementary to an 
act to abolish imprisonment for debt, in certain 
cases; which was committed. 

Mr. BEIRNE, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported 

A bill to continue the corporate existence of the 
banks in the District cf Columbia, on certain con- 
ditions; , 

A bill to incorporate the Navy Yard Beneficial 
Society of tne city of Washington; ae 

A bill to incorparate the Washington Building 
and Improvement Company; 

A bill to incorporate the Washington city Bene- 
volent Society, and 

A bill to incorporate the Lafayette Benevolent So 
ciety of the city ef Washington; 
which bills were severally read twice, and appre 
priately committed. 

Mr CRAIG, from the Committee on Revolt- 
tionary Claims, made unfavorable reports on the 
cases of the heirs of Dr. John Roberts and Capt 
Nathan Lamme; which were ordered to lie on the 
table. . 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the same commiltee, 
reported a bill for the relief of the legal represenla 
tives of Thomas Jett, Wi'liam T. Smith, Williaa 
Wrght, Anthony W. White, Nathaniel Tracy, 
Thomas Gordon, and Thomas Glascock; and _ 

A bill for the retief of the legal representatives 
of Thomas Simple, deceased; which bills were 
read twice, and committed. : 

Mr. ELY, from the Committee on Revolutiona 
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